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States

Church sexual abuse: A Roman
Catholic priest convicted last year of

raping three altar boys in Dover, N.H.,
has died.

The Rev. Joseph Maguire died
Wednesday in Berlin, about 10 months after
he began serving a 44-year prison term. He
was 73.

Corrections spokesman Jeff Lyons said
Maguire died of natural causes.

Maguire was convicted on 36 felony
counts of abusing boys in the late 1970s and
early 1980s at St. Joseph parish in Dover.
He acknowledged abusing boys in Dover
hotel rooms, during overnight trips and at
St. Joseph’s rectory.

Jackson jury selection: Attorneys in the
Michael Jackson case made headway in se-
lecting a jury, dismissing a self-styled
“karaoke junkie” and two women with ties
to law enforcement.

Both sides are allowed to reject 10 jurors
each without explanation. The defense cut
six and the prosecution five Tuesday in
Santa Maria, Calif.

Along with three jurors who were re-
moved by mutual agreement and six jurors
the judge dismissed at their requests, 20 pro-
spective panelists were gone by the end of
the day. If attorneys maintain their current
pace, a jury could be seated within days.

Eric Rudolph trial: Eric Rudolph’s law-
yers have an explanation for his nearly 5½
years on the lam after an Alabama abortion
clinic bombing: His western North Carolina
culture.

The defense wants to allow the testimony
of a professor who contends Rudolph’s
flight was consistent with spending much of
his life in a mountain culture that promotes
an independent spirit and a strong suspicion
of government.

Prosecutors in Birmingham, Ala., oppose
such testimony, arguing it lacks any scientif-
ic basis.

World

Bangladesh ferry: Hundreds of desperate
people used small boats to search for miss-
ing loved ones on Tuesday, three days after
a ferry sank in a river near Bangladesh’s
capital, Dhaka, leaving at least 151 people
dead.

The double-decker MV Maharaj was
packed with more than 200 people when it
capsized during a storm just before mid-
night Saturday on the Buriganga River.

The vessel was about 30 minutes into its
journey from Dhaka to the eastern town of
Chandpur when wind gusts struck. It cap-
sized and sank near Pagla town. Many of the
passengers were heading home ahead of a
public holiday.

Serbia-Kosovo relations: The European
Union on Monday urged authorities in Ser-
bia and the U.N.-administered Serbian prov-
ince of Kosovo to resume contacts aimed at
improving relations ahead of expected nego-
tiations later this year on the province’s fu-
ture.

“Without dialogue ... it will be very diffi-

cult” to hold successful talks, said Javier
Solana, the EU’s foreign policy representa-
tive. He spoke after EU foreign ministers
held talks on Kosovo.

The EU ministers met with Soeren Jes-
sen-Petersen, who heads the U.N. adminis-
tration there.

Bobby Fischer passport: Icelandic immi-
gration authorities agreed Tuesday to grant
the former American chess champion
Bobby Fischer a special passport for foreign-
ers that would allow him to travel to West-
ern Europe, officials said.

The document would allow him to travel
freely between the 15 Western European
countries of the Schengen zone, a region cov-
ering much of western Europe where pass-
ports are not required, but not to the United
States, said Gudrun Ogmundsdottir, a mem-
ber of Iceland’s Parliament General Com-
mittee.

Maldives tsunami reaction: Asia’s tsuna-
mi has given new life to a plan in low-lying
Maldives to relocate much of the population
to higher ground, while Indonesia said
Wednesday it was considering building “es-
cape hills” along its exposed coastline to be
used in case another massive wave hits.

The Maldives government wants to house
its population on islands with higher eleva-
tion and two- and three-story buildings that
would allow people to escape another tsuna-
mi.

Czech invasion compensation: The lower
chamber of the Czech parliament voted on
Wednesday to compensate victims of the
1968 Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia.

Of the 160 lawmakers present in the
200-seat chamber on Wednesday, 123 voted
in favor, one was against.

Under the law, which still needs approval

by the upper chamber of the parliament, the
Senate, those who were injured or raped by
a member of one of the five occupying
armies between Aug. 20, 1968, and June 27,
1991, or family members of those killed in
the same period of time, will be entitled to
up to $6,637.

Afghan aid worker deaths: Gunmen
stopped a car carrying two Afghan aid work-
ers in the country’s south before shooting
them in the head, a senior official said
Wednesday, a brutal slaying sure to set
back the rebuilding of the war-stricken
country.

Health Minister Mohammed Amin
Fatemi told The Associated Press that the
sports-utility vehicle used by the two em-
ployees of medical relief group Ibn Sina had
disappeared but said it was unclear whether
militants or robbers carried out the attack.

Fatemi said the two aid workers were
forced from the vehicle in a desert area of
Helmand’s Sangin district, 220 miles south-
west of Kabul, on their way to deliver medi-
cal supplies to several clinics in the prov-
ince.

South Africa economy: South African Fi-
nance Minister Trevor Manuel on Wednes-
day announced a package of tax cuts and so-
cial spending aimed at giving South Africa’s
impoverished millions a bigger slice of the
economic cake a decade after the end of
apartheid.

Economic growth has averaged 3.2 per-
cent a year over the past four years, slightly
less than the African average of 4 percent,
Manuel said.

He predicted the rate would increase to
4.3 percent this year and average 4.2 per-
cent over the next three, taking into account
the anticipated global slowdown and contin-
ued relative strength of the rand.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

A story in Thursday’s editions on child-care concerns contained a
wrong number for the Marine Corps. In order to get to the
DOD-mandated 80 percent level for child care, the Corps will need
at least another 2,400 spaces.

Clarification

Correction Check out Stars and Stripes
for Mutts, Zits,

For Better or For Worse
and more of your

favorite comic strips
every day

A story in Wednesday’s editions about Laura Bush’s visit to stu-
dents in Wiesbaden should have said the first lady also visited pu-
pils at Hainerberg Elementary School. Bush’s visit to the elementa-
ry school was not open to the press.

Pope’s health: Pope John Paul II on Wednesday gave his longest public appearance since

leaving the hospital, greeting pilgrims by video hookup after the Vatican canceled his ad-

dress from his apartment window when rain and winds lashed Rome. The frail pontiff, conva-

lescing from a recent illness, appeared somewhat gaunt and wheezed as he spoke but read

the greetings in six languages as he sat in his studio flanked by two aides.
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U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,484
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,126 died
as a result of hostile action, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is eight higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated Tuesday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths. Italy has re-
ported 20 deaths; Ukraine, 18;
Poland, 16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia,
Thailand and the Netherlands,
two each. Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary, Latvia and Kaza-
khstan have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,346 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,017 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according
to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� A Marine was killed Mon-
day while conducting opera-
tions in Iraq’s Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

� Marine Cpl. John T. Olson,
21, Elk Grove Village, Ill.;
killed Monday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to Head-
quarters Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, II Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

� Marine Cpl. Kevin M. Clar-
ke, 21, Tinley Park, Ill.; killed
Saturday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 1st Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine
Palms, Calif.

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Interim
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi said
Wednesday he was forming a
broad coalition to fight for the
post of prime minister after
Iraq’s dominant Shiite political
party nominated a conservative
candidate.

The haggling over the new gov-
ernment came against the back-
drop of more violence. A car
bomb killed two people and
wounded 14 in the northern city
of Mosul, and a U.S. soldier was
killed in a separate bomb attack
north of Baghdad, officials said.

Allawi, a secular Shiite, skirted
criticism of Ibrahim al-Jaafari,
who was nominated Tuesday by
the United Iraqi Alliance as its
candidate for prime minister.
The decision made al-Jaafari the
overwhelming favorite for the
post.

When asked if he feared that
al-Jaafari’s alliance could impose
Islamic rule, Allawi responded
that he opposed the creation of
any form of Islamic government.

“We are liberal powers and we
believe in a liberal Iraq and not
an Iraq governed by political Is-
lamists,” Allawi said. “But as a
person, he is an honorable man,
fighter and a good brother,”

Allawi would not provide de-
tails of his proposed coalition.

“There are other lists and other
brothers in smaller lists which
won the elections, and we are
working with some of those lists
to form a national Iraqi democrat-
ic coalition which believes in Iraq
and its principles,” Allawi said at
a news confer-
ence, flanked by
two interim minis-
ters who are mem-
bers of his secular
party, The Iraqi
List.

Kurdish parties
have also weighed
in with their own
demands for top jobs, including
the post of president.

In order to take the premier-
ship, al-Jaafari must build a coali-
tion to gain agreement from
Kurds and others on the presiden-
cy and candidates for Cabinet
posts before seeking the support
of a majority of the National As-
sembly elected Jan. 30.

Al-Jaafari is “a man I can work
with, but to discuss who will be

the prime minister of Iraq, this
still needs more time,” Kurdish
interim vice president Rowsch
Nouri Shaways told reporters.

“We aim to get high rank in the
government institutions. We aim
to get one of the top positions and
we aim to participate in the Coun-
cil of Ministers, suitable with our
percentage in the elections.”

Kurdish parties, which won 75

seats in the 275-seat national as-
sembly, want Jalal Talabani, a
secular Sunni Kurd and leader of
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,

to be Iraq’s next president.
The Shiite Muslim clergy-

backed United Iraqi Alliance won
140 seats, while Allawi’s secular

Shiite Iraqi List party won 40
seats.

Nine other parties divided the
remaining 20 seats.

According to the interim consti-
tution adopted last year under
the U.S. occupation, parliament
must elect a president and two
vice presidents by a two-thirds
majority, or 182 seats. The three
must then unanimously choose a
prime minister subject to assem-
bly approval.

There is no timetable for the as-
sembly to convene, and al-Jaafari

and his alliance
must agree with
other elected par-
ties on who will
fill the three posts
and the Cabinet.
Even then, the
prime minister
has a month to
name his Cabinet

before the assembly vote.

Al-Jaafari’s selection on Tues-

day came after former Washing-

ton ally Ahmad Chalabi dropped

out of the race following three

days of round-the-clock bargain-

ing. Al-Jaafari has been seen as

having close ties to Iran’s ruling

clergy, though he denies any

links to a government that Presi-

dent Bush has said is part of an

“axis of evil.”
For al-Jaafari, 58, to succeed,

he’ll have to meet conflicting de-
mands from Kurds, Sunni Arabs
and even Islamic hard-liners
within his alliance. Iraq’s secular
Kurds and many Sunnis worry
that al-Jaafari will try to impose
his Dawa Party’s brand of conser-
vative Islam on the country, par-
ticularly because the assembly
will be charged with writing a
new constitution.

Al-Jaafari told the AP last
week that Islam should be the offi-
cial religion of Iraq “and one of
the main sources for legislation,
along with other sources that do
not harm Muslim sensibilities.”

He skirted his party’s official
position, which explicitly urges
the “Islamization” of Iraqi soci-
ety and the state, including the im-
plementation of Shariah, or Islam-
ic law.

“Theory is different from prac-
tice,” al-Jaafari said.

Allawi also asked Iraq’s minori-
ty Sunnis, who mostly boycotted
the elections, to play a role in the
new government. Such a move
could help deflate the insurgen-
cy, mostly believed to be made up

of Sunni Arabs that once be-
longed to Saddam’s Baath party.

Allawi has staunchly opposed
de-Baathification — the effort to
rid the government and adminis-
tration of former Baath Party
members.

AP

Iraqi Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi greets supporters Wednesday after a press conference at the head-

quarters of his Iraqi National Accord party in central Baghdad.

BY MATT SURMAN

The Associated Press

OSNABRUECK, Germany — A military
jury convicted two British servicemen
Wednesday on charges of involvement in
abusing Iraqi civilians.

The panel of seven senior officers found
Lance Cpl. Mark Cooley, 25, and Cpl.
Daniel Kenyon, 33, guilty after a monthlo-
ng trial at a British base in Germany.

A third defendant, also from the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers, had already plead-
ed guilty. He awaits sentencing, set for Fri-
day, along with Kenyon and Cooley.

Kenyon was convicted of aiding and
abetting the abuse and failing to report it,
and faces up to two years in prison.

Cooley was convicted of simulating
punching a detainee, an action that was
shown in a photograph, and of tying up a
detainee and hoisting him on a fork lift. He
also faces up to two years.

Both men stared straight ahead as the
verdict was read by the jury foreman, Brig-
adier John Deverell.

The charges relate to the abuse of Iraqi
civilians suspected of looting a humanitari-

an aid warehouse outside Basra in May
2003.

Photos of the incidents provoked dismay
in Britain after being published in newspa-
pers, leading to comparisons with the scan-
dal over the abuse of Iraqi prisoners by
U.S. soldiers at the Abu Ghraib prison in
Baghdad.

The third defendant, Lance Cpl. Darren
Larkin, 30, already has pleaded guilty to
one count of battery, acknowledging he
was the man shown in a photo standing
with both feet on a tied-up Iraqi lying on
the ground.

A fourth soldier, Fusilier Gary Bartlam,
who took the photos, was sentenced to 18
months following a separate trial in Janu-
ary.

Bartlam, 20, pleaded guilty to three
charges — aiding and abetting Cooley dur-
ing the forklift incident and taking photos
of naked Iraqis posed simulating sex on
two occasions. Four more serious assault
charges were dropped, however.

Details of his case could only be report-
ed Wednesday after Judge Michael Hunt-
er lifted reporting restrictions imposed for
the duration of the Osnabrueck trial.

British soldiers found guilty of abusing Iraqis

Fight for leadership shaping up in Iraq
Allawi unveils new coalition to challenge al-Jaafari for prime minister

We are liberal powers and we believe

in a liberal Iraq and not an Iraq

governed by political Islamists.

Iraq Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
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BY CHRIS TOMLINSON

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqi forces patrol the
streets with flags flying from their trucks, en-
couraged by U.S. commanders who say victo-
ry depends on them. But insurgents have met
the new troops head-on by stepping up bomb-
ings, assassinations and attacks, taking the
war into a new, critical phase.

The Iraqi war has become a race between
the U.S.-led coalition, which is trying to train a
large, effective Iraqi security force, and the in-
surgents who are seeking to demoralize and
destroy it before it destroys them.

“I feel very angry about these attacks, espe-
cially when they are threatening unarmed ci-
vilians,” said Iraqi National Guard Capt.
Sabah Yasin. “But we hope ... that we will man-
age to keep security in our country and pro-
tect it.”

Since the Jan. 30 elections, insurgents have
killed at least 64 police officers, 43 Iraqi Na-
tional Guard troops, 15 regular soldiers and
31 people waiting outside recruiting stations.

Yet the Iraqi forces are growing, both in
numbers and confidence, Yasin said.

“Our strength is growing more powerful
day after day,” he said. “The long lines of vol-
unteers at recruiting centers prove that.”

As of Jan. 19, Iraq had about 125,000

trained security and military personnel, ac-
cording to U.S. figures, less than half the goal
of 271,000. If all goes according to plan, the
soonest Iraqi forces will be fully equipped and
trained to handle internal security is
mid-2006, U.S. officials have said.

In the meantime, both sides can claim some
victories. On election day, U.S. commanders
were thrilled when almost all the Iraqi forces
showed up for work.

But there have been setbacks. In Samarra, an
insurgent stronghold, Iraqi police abandoned
their posts en masse, forcing U.S. commanders
to send in Iraqi National Guard forces. On Feb.
10, insurgents attacked Iraqi policemen in Sal-
man Pak, 12 miles southeast of Baghdad.
Iraq’s Interior Ministry said 14 policemen
were killed.

The next steps for both sides are clear.
U.S. divisions rotating into Iraq will be em-

bedding hundreds of U.S. trainers in new Na-
tional Guard and army battalions for an entire
year, Brig. Gen. Jeffery Hammond, deputy
commander of the U.S. Army’s 1st Cavalry Di-
vision said. The U.S. will also supply the Ira-
qis with critical gear, planners said.

At the same time, the al-Qaida affiliate in
Iraq has promised to intesify attacks on Iraqis
involved in the new government. An Internet
statement attributed to group said the elec-
tions “will increase our strength and intention
to get rid of injustice.”

BY DAVID ZUCCHINO

Los Angeles Times

BAGHDAD — Scott Walton studied gov-
ernment history in college. The U.S. Army
trained him as an armor officer. He knew
nothing about water-treatment plants or
electrical substations.

But in his year as a cavalry company
commander in Iraq, Capt. Edward S. Wal-
ton has spent as much time dealing with
electrical power, sewage and garbage col-
lection as he has fighting the insurgency.

Soldiers such as Walton are at the fore-
front of a long, tedious and often frustrating
endeavor. Building water-treatment plants
and setting up garbage-collection routes is
hardly glamorous, and work is regularly
brought to a halt by insurgents. But the in-
frastructure projects are the third pillar of
the U.S. exit strategy, along with battling in-
surgents and training Iraqi forces.

“If all we do is combat operations and
train security services, we’ll never get out
of here,” said Brig. Gen. Jeffery Ham-
mond, assistant commander of the 1st Cav-
alry Division, who in the last year has head-
ed military efforts to rebuild essential ser-
vices in Baghdad.

“I know ISF [Iraqi security forces] is the
key to the future, but it’s equally important
to get these essential services going,” Ham-
mond said. “Security without restoration of
essential services — it ain’t going to work.”

“It’s a form of ammunition,” said Brig.
Gen. Mark O’Neill, assistant commander
of the 3rd Infantry Division, which is tak-
ing over control of Baghdad from the 1st
Cavalry this month. “If you can get trash
picked up, get water running, get electrici-
ty flowing, the sewers working so people’s
quality of life is improving, then you have
to fire fewer rounds of the other type of am-
munition.”

In Walton’s tumultuous little corner of
northeast Baghdad, he is often frustrated
by some Iraqis’ suspicion and parochial-
ism. But he said his efforts over the last
year have steadily improved living condi-
tions there, and helped turn some Iraqis
away from the insurgency.

He has spent millions of dollars on hun-
dreds of projects, he said, from installing
streetlights and power lines to repairing
roads and building schools.

Some projects are designed to reward
Iraqis who support U.S. forces, he said. Oth-
ers are set up to undermine support for in-
surgents in marginal areas. All have pro-
duced intelligence by building rapport
with Iraqis who have been willing to pro-
vide information about insurgents.

He meets weekly with a dozen members
of the local neighborhood advisory council,

selected by U.S. authorities as a transition-
al local government. This week, Walton
and his men met council members in a for-
tresslike municipal complex that was re-
cently refurbished with U.S. tax dollars.

It was Walton’s final meeting with the
council.“I’ve learned a great deal from you
all,” the captain told them. “When violence
erupted here, you guys were always on my
side. You’ll go down in Iraqi history as true
patriots.”

Hatem Kadim, a bearded council mem-
ber in a dapper sport coat, rose to thank the
captain.

“Thank you for everything you’ve done
to improve the lives of our people,” Kadim
said. He seemed to fumble for a way to de-
scribe the gun battles that took a toll in ca-
sualties from Walton’s battalion.

“We feel sorry,” he said finally, “for the
bad things that happened that we couldn’t
control.”

War now is U.S.-insurgent
race over new Iraqi forces

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Jordanian
terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
and a former senior commander
under Saddam Hussein top a
new list of most-wanted mem-
bers of insurgent groups oppos-
ing the U.S.-backed government
in Iraq.

The list, published by U.S. Cen-
tral Command earlier this month,
cites 29 people. The Iraqi govern-
ment has issued warrants for the
arrest of all, and awards for infor-
mation leading to their capture
range from $50,000 for several
leaders to $25 million for al-Zar-
qawi.

The network of al-Zarqawi,
who has affiliated himself with
al-Qaida, is suspected to be re-
sponsible for terrorist attacks

that killed more than 500 Iraqis in
the last year, the Central Com-
mand said.

The No. 2 individual on the list,
in terms of reward, is Izzat Ibra-
him al-Douri, who was vice chair-
man of Saddam’s Revolutionary
Command Council. He is now be-
lieved to lead groups called the
New Regional Command and the
New Baath Party and provide fi-
nancial support for the insurgen-
cy.

The reward for al-Douri is $10
million.

Other people on the list include
former members of Saddam’s re-
gime, al-Zarqawi lieutenants and
people believed to be providing fi-
nancial support to the insurgen-
cy. They are believed to be either
in Iraq or neighboring countries,
the Central Command said.

Al-Zarqawi tops new list of most-wanted insurgents
Making the list

Some most-wanted supporters of insurgent groups in Iraq, their
alleged roles, and the rewards offered for them:

� Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, terrorist leader, $25 million.
� Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri, member of Saddam’s inner circle and

leader of New Regional Command and New Baath Party, $10 million.
� Muhammad Yunis al-Ahmad. Al-Douri’s No. 2. $1 million.
� Rashid Ta’an Kazim. Saddam-era leader and insurgent com-

mander in Diyala province. $1 million.
� Abd-al-Baqi Abd al-Karim al-Abdallah al-Sa’adun. Sadd-

am-era leader and insurgent commander in eastern and central
Iraq. $1 million.

� Sabawi Ibrahim al-Hasan al-Tikriti (aka Thafir Alsemak). Sad-
dam’s half-brother, insurgent financier from Syria. $1 million.

� Fadhil Ibrahim Mahmud Mashadani (aka Abu Huda). Opera-
tional leader in al-Douri’s New Baath Party. $200,000.

� Ahmad Hasan Kaka al-Ubaydi. Saddam-era intelligence offic-
er, associated with Ansar al-Islam network. $200,000.

� Abu Abd-al-Aziz (aka Hamza). Foreign terrorist cell leader.
$200,000.

From The Associated Press

No regrets on numbers

CANBERRA, Australia —
Prime Minister John Howard re-
fused to apologize Wednesday for
breaking an election pledge by dou-
bling Australia’s troop commit-
ment to Iraq, arguing it was justi-
fied by the need to maintain an im-
portant regional alliance with
Japan.

Howard announced Tuesday
that 450 additional soldiers will be
sent to southern Iraq to protect Jap-
anese military engineers who are
repairing roads and schools there.

He conceded that his backflip
might anger Australians who re-
member Japanese brutality dur-
ing World War II, when thou-
sands of Australian war prisoners
died in Japanese custody.

“The Japanese element of this
is very important because Japan
is a strong regional ally and part-
ner of Australia and I think it is
very important to the coalition ef-
fort in Iraq that Japan continues
to be part of that effort,” Howard
told Australian Broadcasting
Corp. radio.

Prison rape alleged

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon is investigating an allegation
that a U.S. soldier raped an Iraqi
female prisoner while she was in
U.S. military custody, Pentagon
spokesman Bryan Whitman said.

The allegation has not yet been
substantiated, he said Tuesday.

Another rape allegation against
a U.S. soldier by an Iraqi woman
was dismissed for lack of evi-
dence, Whitman said.

Court-martial advised

FORT STEWART, Ga. — An
Army hearing officer has recom-
mended a court-martial for a sol-
dier charged with desertion after
he refused to deploy to Iraq last
month.

Sgt. Kevin Benderman, 40,
would face a general court-mar-
tial if Fort Stewart’s General
Court Martial Convening Authori-
ty accepts the recommendation.

Benderman, an Army mechan-
ic, refused to deploy with his unit
Jan. 7 for a second tour in Iraq, 10
days after he gave commanders
notice that he was seeking a dis-
charge as a conscientious objec-
tor. He said he became opposed
to war after serving in the 2003 in-
vasion.

From The Associated Press

Soldiers rebuilding Iraq find challenge, hope

AP

An Iraqi soldier rides on patrol in Mosul, Iraq,
earlier this month. The Iraq war has become a
race between the U.S.-led coalition, which is
trying to train an effective Iraqi security force,
and the insurgents who are trying to demoral-
ize and destroy it before it destroys them.
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The Assciated Press

FORT DRUM, N.Y. — Soldiers from the U.S. Ar-
my’s 10th Mountain Division will help Yale Univer-
sity researchers who are studying how prolonged
periods of stress affect the brain.

The study will help scientists understand the un-
derlying biology of post-traumatic stress disorder,
said Maj. Paul Morrissey, chief of the behavioral
health department at Fort Drum, located 90 miles
north of Syracuse near the U.S.-Canadian border.

Researchers will use magnetic resonance imag-
ing to obtain detailed images of the brain as they

study soldiers who were in combat and who have
developed PTSD, combat veterans who did not de-
velop the disorder and soldiers who have not yet de-
ployed, said Deane Aikins, a professor of psychia-
try at Yale School of Medicine.

A pilot study will begin in March or April involv-
ing about 10 soldiers in each of the categories. Re-
searchers hope to expand the study to include
about 50 soldiers in each of the three groups.

The Army hopes to gain insight into what sepa-
rates the soldiers who see combat and get PTSD
from those who do not develop the disorder, Mor-
rissey said.

Veterans to be source in Yale stress study

BY RUSS BYNUM

The Associated Press

SAVANNAH, Ga. — Military
police are investigating a cruel
hoax in which a man wearing a
U.S. Army dress uniform falsely
told the wife of a soldier that her
husband had been killed in Iraq.

Investigators are trying to de-
termine why the man delivered
the false death notice and wheth-
er he was a soldier or a civilian
wearing a military uniform.

“We’re taking it extremely seri-
ously. Whatever motivation was
behind it, it was a sick thing to
do,” said Fort Stewart spokesman
Lt. Col. Robert Whetstone.

Last month, 19,000 soldiers
from the Fort Stewart-based 3rd
Infantry Division deployed for
their second tour of duty in Iraq.

At least eight division soldiers
have been killed since then.

Fort Stewart officials would not
identify the Army wife who re-
ported to military police that a
man posing as a casualty assis-
tance officer came to her door
Feb. 10.

“Right off the bat, she noticed
some things were not right,”

Whetstone said. “The individual’s
uniform wasn’t correct — there
were no markings or name tags.
Plus, the person was alone, and
she knew one person does not
make [death] notifications.”

Whetstone said no similar hoax-
es have been reported.

When the 3rd ID first deployed

to Iraq for the 2003 invasion,
some Fort Stewart families report-
ed receiving phone calls from
pranksters saying their soldiers
had been killed.

This time around, troops and
their spouses got predeployment
briefings that included detailed
explanations of how death notices
work.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
14-month-old Afghan boy with a
serious heart defect began a po-
tentially lifesaving journey to the
United States on Wednesday for
surgery at an Indiana hospital.

The U.S. military is flying
Qudratullah, his impoverished fa-
ther and a translator to Indianapo-
lis for treatment unavailable in Af-
ghanistan.

Medics from the Indiana Na-
tional Guard discovered the boy
in September in a camp for re-
turning refugees in the Afghan
capital, Kabul, and diagnosed
him with a congenital heart condi-
tion called tetralogy of fallot, or
TOF.

U.S. soldiers collected the boy
and his father from the muddy
camp on Wednesday and brought
him to a nearby American base
for a check-up. He was to travel
to Bagram Air Field, north of the
city, on Wednesday afternoon for
a flight to Indianapolis via Germa-
ny.

“We are very excited that they
are taking our child for treatment
without charge,” said father
Hakim Gul, smiling in front of his
family’s tent as more than a 100
neighbors waited to see them off.

Dozens of men pressed for-
ward to shake Gul’s hand after he
brought the pale-looking child to
a sports-utility vehicle and urged
him to keep them informed of
Qudratullah’s progress.

Volunteer surgeons are to per-
form the open-heart operation at
Riley Children’s Hospital in India-
napolis, which has offered to fund
the $50,000 surgery through dona-
tions, military officials said. The
Rotary Club organization is cover-
ing other costs.

Like many thousands of Af-
ghans, the boy’s parents returned

to Kabul from Pakistan after the
fall of the Taliban in 2001 but
have found shelter only in squalid
camps or bombed-out buildings
left over from the country’s long
wars.

Gul, a 31-year-old native of
Kunduz, said he had brought his
wife and only child back six
months ago from the Pakistani
city of Peshawar, where doctors
diagnosed the problem but said
the treatment was expensive.

The boy’s faulty heart reduces
the flow of blood to the lungs and
restricts the supply of oxygen to
the rest of the body. It causes
stunted growth and loss of brain
function and eventually becomes
fatal without correction.

The three Afghans are to stay
at The Ronald McDonald House
on the campus of Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University.

Capt. Mike Roscoe, a medic at
Camp Phoenix, which houses
U.S. soldiers training Afghani-
stan’s army, said the surgery was
risky but was Qudratullah’s only
hope.

“He does have a good chance of
living a normal lifespan, which is
something that is not even a re-
mote possibility without the sur-
gery,” Roscoe said.

BY STEVE LEBLANC

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The families of
Massachusetts National Guard
members killed in action would
receive $100,000 in death bene-
fits from the state, up from the
current $5,000, under a bill filed
by Gov. Mitt Romney on Monday.

The bill would make the bene-
fits retroactive to October 2001 to
cover National Guard members
killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.
The death benefit would apply to
individuals killed in state and fed-
eral actions.

The families of National Guard
troops who have died serving
their country deserve all the sup-
port they can get, the Republican
governor said.

Under the bill, the state also
would pay the $195 annual premi-

um for life insurance policies for
National Guard members from
Massachusetts.

The Soldier’s Group Life Insur-
ance provides $250,000 in death
benefits, but not all soldiers take
out the extra insurance.

“Now is the time for the people
of Massachusetts to respond by of-
fering a helping hand to the brave
men and women of the Guard and
their families,” Romney said dur-
ing a visit to the Bedford Armory
in Lexington.

Since Sept. 1, 2001, about 3,900
members of the Massachusetts
National Guard have served over-
seas and three have been killed.

Currently, there are about 700
Massachusetts guard members
serving overseas.

Romney’s bill is modeled after
legislation at the federal level re-

cently proposed by President
Bush to boost the federal death
benefit from $12,000 to $100,000.

If both bills become law, the
family of a member of the Massa-
chusetts National Guard killed
while federally activated would
be eligible for death benefits of
up to $200,000.

The total cost to the state of
Romney’s plan is less than $1 mil-
lion, according to an aide.

The bill also would: make per-
manent the $1,500 annual annuity
to Gold Star surviving spouses
who receive the US Department
of Veterans’ Affairs Dependency
and Indemnity Compensation; ex-
pand the annuity to benefit the
spouses of those injured while on
active duty but who ultimately
die from non-service-related caus-
es; treat National Guard call-up
as creditable service toward a
state pension.

Man in uniform falsely tells
Army wife her husband died

AP/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Capt. Jim Gruber, left, of the 76th Infantry Brigade deployed to Afghani-

stan examines Qudratullah Gul during a routine humanitarian visit to a

refugee camp at Pol-e-Charkhi near Kabul. Gruber was the first Army

doctor to diagnose Qudratullah with a congenital heart disease that

would have ultimately taken his life. The boy is to receive medical treat-

ment for his heart condition at Riley Hospital in Indianapolis in early

March. Below: Qudratullah gives a small smile for the camera.

Bill would hike death benefit,
insurance for Mass. Guard

What to watch for

The Army has guidelines for
casualty notification officers to
follow when informing family
members about the death of a
loved one:

� The notification officers
must be of a rank equal to or
higher than the soldier killed.

� They will inform the next of
kin in person in full dress uni-
form. Death notices are never
given over the phone.

� They must identify them-
selves by name, rank, unit and
home base upon meeting the
next of kin.

� They must not physically
touch the next of kin, unless
there is shock or fainting.

� Officers are told not to ex-
tend “overly sympathetic ges-
tures” or “gory or embarrassing
details.”

� Issues of benefits, pay, in-
vestigations into the death or
mortuary affairs are not to be
discussed.

� Officers are required to con-
firm the next of kin’s telephone
number and address, so informa-
tion on benefits and letters of
condolence can be sent to the
correct location.

� The Army also requires a
casualty assistance officer to
contact the next of kin within 24
hours of the notification offic-
er’s visit.

Source: U.S. Army
Personnel Command

U.S. military to fly
Afghan infant for
live-saving surgery
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The Associated Press

WIESBADEN, Germany — President Bush on
Wednesday firmly defended his decision to invade
Iraq, displaying his military pride on a tour of Euro-
pean nations that disputed the war.

Speaking to about 3,000 U.S. troops and their fami-
lies at Wiesbaden Army Airfield, Bush called the
U.S.-led invasion that created tensions with many
European allies “a decisive moment in the history of
freedom.”

“One of the key lessons of Sept. 11th is that we must
confront threats before they fully materialize,” Bush
said. “In Iraq we found a threat to the entire world.”

He said that despite a violent insurgency that con-
tinues to claim U.S. and Iraqi lives, the democratic
progress in Iraq shows the wisdom of his decision.

“Your challenges were unprecedented, and so
was the outcome,” the president told the troops.
“More than 8 million Iraqi voters defied the terror-
ists by lining up at the polls, dipping their fingers in
ink and casting the first free vote of their lives.”

Bush stopped at the American military base as
part of a five-day trip to Europe in which the dis-
agreement between the United States and key Euro-

pean allies such as Germany and France has been
deemed a thing of the past.

Bush and European leaders, as part of an effort to
rebuild ties, have tried to stress points of agreement.
Bush, in particular, has taken pains to strike concilia-
tory notes on a range of issues, from Iraq to Iran to
global warming and China, and to downplay the
kind of militaristic talk that has made him so widely
unpopular in Europe.

But before the troops, Bush made clear that mili-
tary action remains a key U.S. tool.

“Terrorists must be confronted and they must be
defeated,” Bush said. “In this war, there is only one
option for victory: We must take the fight to the
enemy.”

In the audience were members of the U.S. Army’s
1st Infantry Division, as well as of the 1st Armored
Division, including some of the same troops Bush
surprised in 2003 with a Thanksgiving Day visit to
their mess hall in Baghdad.

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY

Stars and Stripes

MAINZ, Germany — He called
Germany “a great nation,” charac-
terized the country as beautiful,
and said it was the key to main-
taining good relations with the
rest of Europe.

Sixteen years after his father
paid Mainz a visit, President
Bush came to town Wednesday to
meet with German leaders to dis-
cuss issues and massage egos
strained by the war in Iraq. The
trip to Germany, which included
a stop in nearby Wiesbaden to
meet with 1st Armored Division
troops, is part of a five-day swing
through Europe.

“This is an important trip for
me,” Bush said at a news confer-
ence with German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder, “and one of
the most important stops of all is
here in Germany.”

Bush arrived in Germany on
Wednesday morning after spend-
ing the night in Brussels, Bel-
gium, where he met Tuesday
with NATO and European Union
leaders. On Thursday, Bush
meets with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in the Slovak Re-
public.

German authorities, in consulta-
tion with U.S. officials, closed
many roads to allow the presi-
dent’s motorcade to breeze into
this city on the Rhine River.

A recent AP-Ipsos poll showed
overwhelming Germany skepti-
cism of Bush — about four in five

Germans say they don’t agree
with the president’s determina-
tion to promote democracy
around the world.

While thousands of protesters
came to Mainz to demonstrate
against Bush, the president and
his entourage steered clear of the
rallies. One White House journal-
ist traveling with the president
was surprised by the absence of
locals in the immediate vicinity.

In the days leading up to Bush’s
visit, German citizens living in
the region were told to avoid
Mainz and Wiesbaden, if possi-
ble. Many area residents skipped
work Wednesday and some
schools closed. Three hours be-
fore Air Force One landed at
Rhein-Main Air Base, several
teenage students called into a Ger-
man radio station to thank the
president for the day off.

At the news conference, Bush
and Schroeder insisted that Iran
not develop nuclear weapons, and
they discussed tactics on how to
coax Tehran into compliance.

“It’s vital that the Iranians hear
the world speak with one voice
that they should not have a nucle-
ar weapon,” Bush said. “Iran
must not have a nuclear weapon,
for the sake of security and
peace.”

The two leaders remain far
apart on how to make Iran give
up any plans to build such an arse-
nal, although both said they
agreed the end result must be a

SEE BUSH ON PAGE 7

BY RUSS RIZZO

Stars and Stripes

MAINZ, Germany — Thousands of peo-
ple who gathered Wednesday to protest
President Bush as he visited with German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder had a few
choice words for the president.

Under a light snow, protesters packed a
square on Kaiserstrasse in the heart of the
government district to object to Bush’s for-
eign policy. They carried signs and made
speeches lambasting the administration on
a wide array of issues, from the Iraq war
and prisoner treatment at the U.S. deten-
tion facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to
the U.S. refusal to sign the Kyoto Protocol
on climate change.

“He thinks he is the leader of the world
and wants to push his interests and his de-
sires on the whole world,” said Helmut
Gross, 49, as he stood holding a rain-
bow-colored flag that read “Peace.” Simi-
lar flags hung from the dome of the Chris-
tus church on the square.

Bush’s first visit to Germany since his
re-election gave Gross a rare chance to
make public his objections to an “illegal
war” in Iraq, Gross said. He drove 300
miles from Bad Tolz to attend the event.

Some Americans who live in Germany
joined the demonstration, which local po-
lice say was organized by the Berlin-based
Achse des Friedens, which translates to
“Axis of Peace.”

David Carson, a San Antonio native liv-
ing in Hanau, told the crowd he was
ashamed to be a Texan because of what
Bush’s home state has come to represent in
the world.

The crowd reacted with cheers and whis-
tles to another speaker who blamed Bush
for the deaths of thousands of innocent peo-
ple in Iraq and other countries.

Wearing a white T-shirt with “Hands off
Iran” written in red letters, Frarh Waziri
listened from the back of the square. Wazi-
ri, an Iranian who lives in Marburg, said
she was concerned with increased military
presence in the Middle East.

“Democracy with war is a lie,” Waziri
said.

After the event, protesters filed out of
the square and began a march around
parts of the government district not shut
off by steel gates and police in green uni-
forms. About 7,000 to 10,000 protesters
turned out for the event, according to Ger-
man police on the scene.

E-mail Russ Rizzo at:

rizzor@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — About 40 peo-
ple protested Tuesday night outside the
gate to the U.S. European Command head-
quarters, calling for an end to the “war poli-
tics” of the Bush administration.

The demonstrators were kept behind
fences and away from the gate so motorists
could drive unimpeded in and out of Patch
Barracks. About 40 German police officers
were on hand to deter violence, which has
occurred in past protests at Patch.

U.S. authorities would not say how many
security troops it had stationed inside the
security gate and barbed-wire-topped fenc-
ing.

“We have enough,” said Art Richard,
deputy provost marshal for the 6th Area
Support Group.

The protesters stood in the snow, holding
signs and blowing whistles and noisemak-
ers. Several who gave speeches contended

SEE PROTEST ON PAGE 7

Bush: Ties with
Germany key to
Europe relations
Also says visit is ‘important’ stop

Demonstrators jeer U.S. policies

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes

A protester expresses her thoughts about

President Bush during a demonstration

Wednesday in Mainz, Germany. Several

thousand demonstrators protest against

Bush and his foreign policy in Mainz.

Anti-war activists
protest outside
EUCOM’s gate

President thanks 1st AD troops

AP

President Bush pauses Wednesday as he speaks to U.S. troops at Wiesbaden Army Airfield, Germany.

For full text of the president’s
speech, see www.stripes.com
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BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Department of
Veterans Affairs does not have the resourc-
es to handle the expected posttraumatic
stress disorder cases from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, according to a Government Ac-
countability Office report.

VA officials quickly dismissed the find-
ings, noting that so far they have treated
more than 6,400 veterans for those mental
health issues, and more than 244,000 veter-
ans in the agency’s history.

But health experts said if the report is
right, thousands of current soldiers could
find themselves with no way to deal with se-
rious emotional and psychological prob-
lems in the near future.

“We have given a lot of attention to the
physical side of recovery, but very little to
the emotional fallout these soldiers might
face,” said Dr. Mark Lerner, president of
the American Academy of Experts in Trau-
matic Stress. “We have to increase aware-
ness, because this could take months or
years to show up.”

A 2004 study by defense officials of
Army and Marine troops in Iraq indicated
that between 15 percent and 17 percent of
those servicemembers showed signs of de-
pression, anxiety or PTSD-related prob-
lems.

The GAO report notes that as of Septem-
ber 2004, officials at six of seven medical
centers surveyed said they likely could not
handle an increased demand in PTSD ser-
vices, and fewer than half of patients treat-
ed last year were screened for PTSD-relat-
ed issues.

It also called the agency’s estimation of
its PTSD resources “error-prone and inade-
quately supported” and said the depart-
ment doesn’t have the capacity to handle
the current numbers of veterans with such
problems.

VA spokeswoman Karen Fedele said the

report ignores current data and changes
made within the department.

“We welcome any evaluation of our pro-
grams; we ask only that accuracy guide the
process,” she said.

Veterans Affairs officials estimate that
about 2,700 retired servicemembers were
treated for PTSD and related problems in
2004 alone.

New Defense Department guidelines
mandate psychological counseling for sol-
diers immediately before and after deploy-
ment to a combat zone, and a third counsel-
ing session three to five months after de-
ployment. These evaluations will be han-
dled by DOD, however.

Officials said the goal is to better identify
mental health issues, some of which can
take months or years to manifest.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Stars and Stripes

A New York City school offi-
cial, red-faced over Brooklyn
sixth-graders who slammed a
U.S. with anti-Iraq-war letters,
said Tuesday they are sending
the 20-year-old private a letter of
apology.

Deputy Schools Chancellor Car-
men Farina plans to personally
contact Pfc. Rob Jacobs and his
family, a spokeswoman told the
New York Post.

Teacher Alex Kunhardt had his
students write Jacobs as part of a
social studies assignment.

He declined to comment on
whether he read the rants before
passing them along, but said he
planned to contact Jacobs soon to
explain.

In an accompanying letter to Ja-
cobs, Kunhardt said the students
“come from a variety of back-
grounds and political beliefs, but
unanimously support the bravery
and sacrifice of American sol-
diers around the world.”

“Support” was not the word
that came to Jacobs’ mind when
he read the letters, the Post
noted.

One girl wrote that she believes
Jacobs is “being forced to kill in-
nocent people” and challenged
him to name an Iraqi terrorist,
concluding, “I know I can’t.”

Uplifting letters from children
are dear to soldiers, Jacobs said.
He looks at a batch he got from a
Girl Scout troop from his home-
town of Middletown, N.J., whenev-
er he feels lonely.

Jacobs said he would welcome
a letter from the Department of
Education and the teacher.

“I want to think these letters
were coached by the teacher or
the parents of these children,” Ja-
cobs told the Post from Camp
Casey, South Korea. “It boggles
my mind that children could
think this stuff.”

BUSH, FROM PAGE 6

nuclear arms-free Iran. Schroeder played
down the differences between the United
States and Europe.

“We absolutely agree that Iran must say no
to any kind of nuclear weapons,” Schroeder
said. “Iran must not have any nuclear weap-
ons. They must waive anyright to the produc-
tion thereof.”

Schroeder wants Bush to more actively en-
gage in talks led by Germany, France and
Britain that offer incentives to Tehran, such
as membership in the World Trade Organiza-
tion, in return for dropping its uranium en-
richment program.

“There needs to be movement on both
sides,” Schröder said.

Bush, in contrast, backs the European di-
plomacy but frowns on the idea of rewarding
Iran for breaking the nonproliferation treaty
that prohibits it from making nuclear fuel or
for sponsoring terrorist groups in Israel such
as Hezbollah.

“We will work with them to convince the
mullahs that they need to give up their nucle-
ar ambitions,” Bush said of the Europeans.

But he added: “The reason we’re having
these discussions is because they were
caught enriching uranium after they had
signed a treaty saying they wouldn’t enrich
uranium. ... They’re the party that needs to
be held to account, not any of us.”

Other issues raised during the news confer-
ence ranged from Iraq and the Israeli-Pales-

tinian conflict to NATO reform and the Kyoto
Protocol on climate change, which the admin-
istration rejected during the president’s first
term. The two countries later released a joint
statement on the environment in which they
pledged greater cooperation in the area of en-
ergy efficiency and new technologies.

As he has at other stops on his European
tour, the president spoke of the need to put
past differences over Iraq behind them and
focus on the future. Bush thanked Germany
for its “vital” contributions in Iraq. Germany
and NATO allies agreed earlier this week to
help train security forces in Iraq.

Germany’s contributions “are not limited,”
Bush said. “They are important.”

The president seemed especially buoyant
when he left a 17th-century castle with
Schroeder earlier in the day for a review of
German armed forces. Heavy snowflakes
were falling and various German dignitaries
were lined up to greet the U.S. president.

“Your name please?” Bush said with a
smile as he approached Joschka Fischer, the
German foreign minister.

Fischer played along, prompting Bush to
identify himself, too.

“In order for us to have good relations with
Europe,” Bush said later, “we need to have
good relations with Germany.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

E-mail Kevin Dougherty at:
doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Agency denies findings on post-traumatic
stress disorder, cite numbers of treated

GI baffled
by letters
from N.Y.
6th-graders

PROTEST, FROM PAGE 6

that the United States blew a
chance for post-Cold War peace
by employing hawkish policies
and tactics.

“It’s our chance now to devel-
op civil policies,” said Heike
Hensel of Tübingen.

“There are a lot of menaces in
the world and a lot of differenc-
es, but [President Bush] has no
classic foreign policy; everything
is now ‘security policy.’ ”

Two U.S. military police offic-
ers guarding the gate declined to
comment on the protest.

“They [protest] in the U.S. all

the time,” said Richard, who was
in charge of the MPs. “Why
should it bother me here?”

The event was one of several
dozen throughout Germany to co-
incide with Bush’s visit with Eu-
ropean leaders and U.S. troops.

In past protests at Patch, Ger-
man police clubbed protesters
who crossed over the fences and
dragged away ones who staged
sit-ins in front of the gate. But
Tuesday’s 90-minute event re-
mained peaceful.

“No violence, no sit-down,” Ri-
chard said. “That’s good.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Report: VA assets inadequate to help vets

Bush: Leaders
discuss range
of world issues

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

President Bush and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder pass a military review Wednesday

in the courtyard of the Mainz Schloss at the beginning of the president’s visit to Germany.

Protest: Activists call for peace

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Protesters gather Tuesday around a sign that reads “The Axis of

Shame leads through Stuttgart” during a demonstration outside the

U.S. European Command headquarters in Stuttgart, Germany.
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Missile destruction

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — A
U.S. government delegation
worked Tuesday to convince Nica-
ragua to destroy about 1,000 sur-
face-to-air missiles left over from
the 1980s Contra war.

In Washington, State Depart-
ment spokesman Richard Boucher
confirmed that a U.S. team was in
the Nicaraguan capital to renew ef-
forts to have the portable SAM-7

missiles destroyed.

Terror arrest

ROME — Italian police arrested
an Algerian man at Milan’s interna-
tional airport Wednesday on terror-
ism charges stemming from an ar-
rest warrant issued by Algerian au-
thorities, police said.

The Italian news agency ANSA
identified the suspect as Remli
Nadir, 47.

Missile defense plan

TORONTO — Prime Minister
Paul Martin was expected to an-
nounce later in the week that Cana-
da will not sign on to the U.S. ballis-
tic missile plan, after his newly ap-
pointed ambassador to Washing-
ton triggered a row by suggesting
Ottawa had already joined the con-
tentious program.

The Foreign Ministry insisted
Ambassador Frank McKenna’s

comments Tuesday referred to a
previous military agreement, not
the proposed missile shield. That
was not good enough for opposi-
tion politicians, who said Martin
had betrayed Canadians by “secret-
ly” signing on to the program.

A spokesman for the U.S. North-
ern Command said there has been
no change in Canada’s involve-
ment in U.S. ballistic missile de-
fense programs.

From The Associated Press

BY NASSER KARIMI

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Iran — Rescue
teams using dogs and heavy ma-
chinery pulled more bodies from
the ruins of flattened villages in
central Iran on Wednesday, and
officials raised the death toll from
a powerful earthquake to at least
500. The count was expected to
rise even higher.

A 14-year-old girl was pulled
out of the rubble alive and imme-
diately asked if her family sur-
vived.

Teams were hampered by bad
weather and the mountainous ter-
rain, working in a cold, heavy
rain after a night during which
temperatures dropped below
freezing.

Mohammad Javad Fadaei, dep-
uty governor of Kerman prov-
ince, said more bodies had been
discovered. “The death toll is now
500, and there’s a possibility that
the figure will increase,” he said.
At least 900 people were injured.

Many survivors huddled in
tents, trying to escape the chill,
after the magnitude 6.4 struck
early Tuesday, damaging some
40 villages with a combined popu-
lation of 30,000 people and leav-
ing many homeless. Rescue work-
ers were still digging out survi-
vors and bodies in the three most
isolated villages.

Search efforts also continued in
Sarbagh and Dahoueieh, which
rescue workers had the most diffi-
culty reaching in the hours after
the quake hit. In Dahoueieh,
every building except a mosque
with a golden dome had col-
lapsed. At least 80 percent of the
buildings in Sarbagh were lev-
eled.

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei expressed his
“deep grief and sorrow” over the
deaths and offered his condolenc-
es to the victims’ families, urging
rescue workers to speed up their
efforts.

President Bush also expressed
his condolences. “The United
States stands ready to assist the
people of Iran in responding to
this tragedy, and we will be in con-
tact with the government of Iran
to offer concrete help,” a written
statement from the White House
said.

The Iranian government —
which shuns direct contacts with
the United States — has so far not
asked directly for international
help. Still, the Japanese govern-
ment announced Wednesday that
it would send blankets, tents and
other aid worth $191,000 to aid
quake victims.

The Iranian Army said a crisis
center has been established to as-
sist with relief and that a number
of aircraft had been used to fly
aid in from Tehran.

BY ZEINA KARAM

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Leba-
non’s pro-Syrian government
signaled its willingness to step
down Wednesday in an at-
tempt to contain growing
anger at Damascus over the as-
sassination of a top politician.
President Bush turned up the
heat on Syria, demanding a
total withdrawal from Leba-
non.

With the international pres-
sure on Damascus piling up,
U.S. ally Egypt stepped in to
mediate. President Hosni
Mubarak sent his intelligence
chief to Syria and said he ex-
pected Damascus to redeploy
troops in Lebanon. But he did
not mention a full withdrawal
of Syria’s 15,000-strong mili-
tary garrison as demanded by
Washington, Paris and the
United Nations.

Prime Minister Omar
Karami made the conditional
offer to step down in a newspa-
per interview. “I am ready to
resign on condition that we
agree on a new government in
order to avoid falling into a
constitutional vacuum,” he
told the daily An-Nahar.

Karami said he will seek a
vote of confidence in Parlia-
ment on Monday, when law-
makers convene to discuss
former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri’s assassination in a
Feb. 14 bombing on a Beirut
street that also killed 16 oth-
ers. The debate was requested
by opposition legislators.

The government holds a ma-
jority in parliament but might
lose it amid the unprecedent-
ed hostility toward Syria and
its Lebanese allies over Harir-
i’s slaying. The political pow-
ers here and in Syria — the
main power broker in Leba-
non — may see Karami’s de-
parture as a way to defuse the
tensions.

Bush ratcheted up the pres-
sure Wednesday, renewing de-
mands that Syrian pull out its
forces and adding that “secret
services” also must go.

The opposition wants an end
to the Syrian intelligence net-
work’s interference in Leba-
nese politics, particularly
ahead of legislative elections
in April and May. The Syrian
influence was seen as instru-
mental in pressuring Parlia-
ment and Hariri into accept-
ing the extension of Lahoud’s
term by three more years de-
spite U.N. Security Council de-
mands not to do so.

Bush and French President
Jacques Chirac on Tuesday
jointly demanded the with-
drawal of Syrian troops and en-
dorsed a U.N. investigation
into the assassination.

President Emile Lahoud,
Syria’s top ally in Lebanon,
took a tougher line than
Karami, telling the Sada
el-Balad newspaper Wednes-
day that the government can-
not succumb to opposition de-
mands.

BY DUSAN STOJANOVIC

The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montenegro — Serbi-
a’s prime minister and other top officials on
Wednesday flatly rejected Montenegro’s pro-
posal for a final
split of their
joint state.

Montenegro’s
president and
prime minister
on Tuesday pro-
posed the peace-
ful disintegra-
tion of Ser-
bia-Montene-
gro, suggesting
that the two former Yugoslav republics recog-

nize each other as sovereign states.

If accepted by Belgrade, the deal would

abolish what little has remained of the Ser-

bia-Montenegro union, established in 2003

under European Union auspices as a succes-

sor state to the already reduced version of the

former Yugoslavia.
“The proposal that you have sent to me rep-

resents a serious breach of the Belgrade ac-
cord” that was signed in 2003 between the two
Balkan republics, Serbian Prime Minister
Vojislav Kostunica said in a letter sent to Mon-

tenegrin Presi-
dent Filip Vujan-
ovic and Prime
Minister Milo
Djukanovic.

“I remain com-
mitted to what
we have signed,”
Kostunica said.

Once part of
the six-republic
Yugoslav federa-

tion, much larger Serbia and tiny Montenegro

stayed together when four other republics se-

ceded in the early 1990s. Relations between

the two deteriorated over the years, especially

during the autocratic rule of former Yugoslav

President Slobodan Milosevic.

Serbia’s officials, including Kostunica, have

sought to retain the union with Montenegro,
despite growing pro-separation sentiment in
Serbia.

The Montenegrin officials proposing the
split complained in their letter Tuesday that
“the current union is dysfunctional, its institu-
tions are slow and inefficient.”

The document, sent to Serbia’s leadership
for consideration, said Montenegro’s proposal
“would resolve the current shortcomings and
ensure lasting, stable and quality coopera-
tion.”

Serbia and Montenegro have broad autono-
my under the EU-brokered deal, sharing only
a limited central administration in charge of
foreign and defense affairs.

Under the new proposal, which Montene-
gro said would need ratification by both parlia-
ments, the two would forge a loose military al-
liance, jointly governed by a defense council
with representatives from both states.

In an apparent concession to Belgrade, the
Montenegrins suggested that Serbia inherit
the current Serbia-Montenegro seats in inter-
national organizations, while Montenegro
would seek membership as a new country.

IN THE WORLD

Iran deaths rise to at least 500

AP

Two girls on Wednesday walk through their home, which was destroyed

during Tuesday’s earthquake in Iran. The powerful earthquake shook

killed at least several hundred people and injured at least 900 people,

state-run television reported.

Rescuers still finding bodies in rubble

Bush turns
up heat on
Lebanon

Serbia rejects Montenegro’s plan to split

The proprosal that you have sent

to me represents a serious

breach of the Belgrade accord.

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica

in a letter to Montenegrin President Filip Vujanovic

and Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic
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The Associated Press

LONDON — Queen Elizabeth
II’s decision to stay away from
the wedding of her son and heir
isn’t a snub to Prince Charles or
his longtime love, the royal family
insisted Wednesday.

But “royal watchers” and the
British media, already amazed at
signs of poor organization sur-
rounding the marriage that is just
over six weeks away, remained
unconvinced.

“Royal bombshell” was how
the popular daily, The Sun, de-
scribed the announcement that
the monarch will not attend the
civil marriage ceremony of
Prince Charles and fellow divor-
cee Camilla Parker Bowles on
April 8. “Queen snubs the wed-
ding,” wrote the Daily Mail.

Buckingham Palace and
Charles’ office denied that was
the case, and pointed out that the
queen would attend a church
blessing after the marriage.

A Buckingham Palace spokes-
woman said the monarch was

missing the marriage “because
she is aware that the prince and
Parker Bowles wanted to keep
the occasion low-key.” She said
the queen would attend the bless-
ing at St. George’s Chapel in
Windsor Castle following the civil
ceremony at the Guildhall, Wind-
sor’s town hall.

“Clearly, if the queen were to at-
tend the civil ceremony, the occa-
sion would no longer be, by defini-
tion, low-key,” the spokeswoman
said Tuesday, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. She insisted
the queen’s decision was “not a
snub.”

Prince Charles, 56, and his fian-
cee, 57, are marrying in a civil cer-
emony because the Church of En-
gland — of which Charles will be-
come supreme governor when he
takes the throne — traditionally
frowns on church marriages for
divorcees whose spouses are still
alive.

Charles and Diana divorced in
1996. She died in a car accident
the next year. Parker Bowles is di-
vorced and her ex-husband is still
alive.

Winter wonderland blankets Paris

BY AMIR SHAH

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Freezing temperatures, ava-
lanches, and food shortages
brought on by the coldest win-
ter in years have killed hun-
dreds of people in the moun-
tainous regions of India, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.

India on Wednesday was re-
porting 226 deaths in just the
past week in its portion of
Kashmir, while Pakistan says
346 have died in mountainous
regions so far this season. Al-
though Afghanistan has no
firm toll, the Red Cross said at
least 260 have died, and a for-
eign diplomat feared the toll
could be in the thousands.

Helicopters have been drop-
ping food, blankets and other
emergency supplies on remote
villages across the snow-cov-
ered region. Many roads are
impassable.

Forecasters said the worst
of the weather appears to be
over but that snowfall may con-
tinue for a few days, while offi-
cials warned that warmer tem-
peratures increases the risk of
avalanches.

Highways in India’s part of
Kashmir have been blocked
by that region’s worst snowfall
in 15 years, causing shortages
of food and fuel, with many
people struggling to stay
warm.

In Afghanistan, the U.S. mili-
tary and international aid
groups have helped rush provi-
sions to isolated communities.
The Afghan government has
not estimated its toll from the
freeze.

In Pakistan, more casualties
were expected as workers
cleared debris from avalanch-
es and collapsed buildings.

In southwestern Bal-
uchistan province, about 9,000
troops were helping to repair
roads and fix power lines. Heli-
copters took food to some
2,000 people in the Bal-
uchistan village of Toba
Kakar, where at least 11 peo-
ple died when mud-built
homes collapsed under snow.

Many regions in Pakistan
have reported record precipi-
tation, including the heaviest
snow in Baluchistan in 13
years.

AP

Snow covers the Champ de Mars under the Eiffel Tower in Paris, after snow blanketed the French capital

Wednesday, creating huge traffic jams and delaying flights at airports. The Invalides military hospital is visi-

ble in background. Meanwhile, Madrid — a city rarely associated with snow — woke up under a blanket of

white Wednesday, as up to 4 inches of snow fell. The snowfall in Spain’s capital caused traffic jams on roads

leading into the city center and held up commuter trains, delayed by snow on the tracks.

Prince’s mother will not attend wedding

Hundreds
die in south
Asia from
cold temps

Karzai visits India

NEW DELHI — Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai arrived in the
Indian capital Wednesday on a
three-day visit aimed at boosting
economic cooperation and ex-
pressing thanks for India’s assis-
tance in helping rebuild his
war-shattered nation.

The trip comes eight days after
a visit to Kabul by India’s foreign
minister, K. Natwar Singh, dur-
ing which Karzai urged New
Delhi to back a gas pipeline from
Central Asia through impover-
ished Afghanistan.

Aceh peacekeeping talks

HELSINKI, Finland — Former
Finnish president Martti Ahti-
saari, who presided over talks be-
tween the Indonesian govern-
ment and Aceh rebels said the
use of U.N. peacekeepers in the
province has been ruled out.

Though both sides recognized
the need for outside forces to
monitor any agreement, “there’s
going to be no U.N. participation
in this,” he said.

Indonesia’s government did
not consider the issue to be an in-
ternational question, he said. Re-
gional forces could be used, how-
ever.

He said the government and
the Free Aceh Movement, or
GAM, would meet for a third
round of talks April 12-17 in the
Finnish capital.

From The Associated Press

Queen drops ‘royal bombshell’

AP

Buckingham Palace said Tuesday that Queen Elizabeth II would not

attend the civil marriage ceremony of her eldest son, Prince Charles,

the Prince of Wales, and his wife-to-be, Camilla Parker Bowles, seen

Monday in London. A palace spokeswoman said the absence should not

be interpreted as a snub.
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BY ELAINE KURTENBACH

The Associated Press

SHANGHAI, China — Zhu
Qiaomei, China’s oldest surviv-
ing sex slave from World War II
who had fought for compensa-
tion from the Japanese govern-
ment, has died at age 94, state
media reported Wednesday.

Zhu was among seven women
on Shanghai’s Chongming Is-
land, in the Yangtze River,
known to have been forced to
work as prostitutes for Japanese
soldiers during the war. Her or-
deal, which lasted more than two

years, began when she was three
months pregnant.

She died Sunday, the state-run
newspaper Shanghai Daily re-
ported. “Her only wish was to
get justice,” it quoted her son,
Zhou Xin, as saying.

Local lawyers have been help-
ing Zhu and some other former
sex slaves, all in their 80s and
90s, to obtain notarized docu-
ments to be used as evidence
when demanding compensation
for their wartime experiences,
the report said.

Historians estimate 200,000
women, mostly from Korea and

the Philippines but also from
China, Indonesia and the Nether-
lands, were pressed into war-
time prostitution for millions of
Japanese soldiers stationed
throughout Asia.

Zhu was among a group of
former sex slaves who filed a
class-action lawsuit against the
Japanese government in 2000 in
the District Court of Washington,
D.C.

In June, the U.S. Supreme
Court ordered the case, initially
rejected, to be reconsidered in
light of a ruling last year that a
federal law allows American

courts to hear old disputes over
such things as wartime crimes
unless the suits are barred by
treaties.

Japanese courts have rejected
a number of lawsuits brought by
former sex slaves and the Japa-
nese government refuses to pro-
vide official compensation, say-
ing such issues were handled
under postwar treaties.

A court document said Zhu
lived at home but was forced to
work in a military brothel and
raped repeatedly by soldiers sta-
tioned nearby. Her husband
eventually fled and was beaten
to death by Japanese troops.

The Associated Press

BEIJING — Former U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton signed an agree-
ment Wednesday with China to
provide a year’s supply of AIDS
drugs to 200 children to help
Beijing battle the disease.

The program is part of a
three-year, $10 million deal
struck last year between the Clin-
ton Foundation and China’s
Health Ministry.

The Chinese government says
an estimated 840,000 people have
been infected with the AIDS
virus in the nation. The U.N.
AIDS agency says the number of
infections could rise tenfold to 10
million by 2010 if urgent action is
not taken.

“We have a real chance to keep
this epidemic from spiraling out
of control,” Clinton said during
the signing ceremony, held at the
Health Ministry shortly after his
arrival.

No details were released about
the pediatric drug program.

Clinton said he has taken “per-
sonal pleasure” in helping China
tackle the spread of AIDS and
was impressed at the country’s re-
sponse. “I hope China’s actions
will encourage other countries
[suffering from AIDS] to do as
much,” he said.

Tens of thousands of people in
central Henan province were in-
fected in the 1990s because of an
unsanitary blood-buying indus-
try. In some villages nearly every
family has a member with the
virus, giving parts of the province
some of the world’s highest rates
of AIDS infection.

Beijing has become increasing-
ly open about its AIDS epidemic
after years of denial, promising to
provide free testing and counsel-
ing for those who seek it and free
anti-retroviral treatment for the
poor.

During the Lunar New Year

this month, Premier Wen Jiabao
visited AIDS patients and called
for better prevention measures.
The move not only showed the
government’s efforts to reduce
the stigma of the disease, but also
highlighted its concern about con-
trolling its spread.

Since leaving office, Clinton
has been using his celebrity sta-

tus to get HIV therapies to needy
countries through his Little Rock,
Arkansas-based foundation.

He has brokered deals with sev-
eral major pharmaceutical com-
panies to supply AIDS drugs at
discounted prices to the Third
World and has sent policy experts
to help countries fight the dis-
ease.

The Associated Press

BERLIN — A German state that holds the
rights to Adolf Hitler’s book “Mein Kampf”
said Tuesday it was seeking legal action to pre-
vent the book from
being published in Po-
land.

The book, which de-
tails the Nazi dictator’s
anti-Semitic views and
other beliefs, is due to
go on sale in a few
days. Polish publisher XXL said it wants to
make a historical record available, but it also
cites “a 1,000-year-old worry” among Poles
about “the German dream of vast fertile lands
and natural resources in the east.”

Authorities in the state of Bavaria, which
the victorious World War II allies designated
as the guardian of Hitler’s estate, issued a

statement Tuesday noting that they hold the
rights to “Mein Kampf.”

“Bavaria applies those rights very restric-
tively to prevent the spread of Nazi ideology,”
state Finance Minister Kurt Faltlhauser said.

Bavaria has asked Germany’s Foreign Min-
istry to instruct its diplomats in Poland to seek
a court injunction against the book, he said.

“Mein Kampf,” or “My Struggle,” is banned
from public sale in Germany, although it is
available for historical research in libraries.

In Poland, XXL has printed an initial run of
2,000 copies. The planned publication comes

at a time of renewed tension over threats by
some Germans to sue for the return of ances-
tral property they lost in Poland at the end of
World War II. Those claims are not supported
by the German government.

Nazi Germany start-
ed the war by invading
Poland in 1939, subject-
ed the country to a bru-
tal occupation that cost
millions of lives and set
up death camps in Po-
land as part of the Holo-

caust, in which 6 million European Jews died.

The book was banned in Poland during the
decades of communist rule that ended in
1989. The new edition is unlikely to raise legal
problems because its foreword puts it in a his-
torical context, said Zbigniew Holda, a legal
expert.

China’s oldest World War II sex slave dies at age 94

Food guide blunder

PARIS — The famed Michelin
Guide, whose star system can
make or break French restau-
rants, rushed out its 2005 honors
on Wednesday — a week early —
after the “little red book” mistak-
enly went on sale early.

Michelin added one restaurant
to its top three-star rating — Le
Clos des Cimes in Saint-Bon-
net-le-Froid in the Haute-Loire re-
gion — and 11 restaurants to its
two-star category.

The ratings were to have been
published March 2, but some
bookstores, notably in Corsica, re-
ceived the new guide early, forc-
ing publication a week ahead of
the scheduled date.

Gas price-fixing fines

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — The
Swedish Market Court on Tues-
day increased the fines against
five oil and gas companies con-
victed of price fixing in the Scan-
dinavian country in 2003.

The court said Statoil, Shell,
OKQ8, Preem and Norsk Hydro
should pay a combined $16 mil-
lion for coordinating gas prices
and discounts in 1999, more than
doubling an original fine of $7.6
million set by the Stockholm Dis-
trict Court in 2003.

The verdict is final and cannot
be appealed.

The competition authority sued
the five companies for more than
$58.1 million, saying they had
fixed prices and discounts at
meetings supposed to focus on en-
vironmental issues.

Satanic cult killings

ROME — Two members of a
heavy metal group called the
Beasts of Satan who confessed to
taking part in three ritual Satanic
slayings were sentenced to prison
Tuesday, and a third defendant
was acquitted.

Andrea Volpe, Pietro Guerrieri
and Mario Maccione had con-
fessed to roles in the grisly 1998
killings of Chiara Marino, 19, and
Fabio Tollis, 16, in the woods out-
side of Milan. Five other mem-
bers of their suspected Satanic
cult have been ordered to stand
trial in June.

Volpe, considered the master-
mind of the ritual killings, was
sentenced to 30 years in prison —
10 more than prosecutors had
asked for. Guerrieri was given 16
years in prison, and Maccione —
who authorities said played sec-
ondary role in the murders —
was cleared.

Mars ice sea found

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands —
Images relayed by a European
space probe reveal the existence
of a sea of ice close to the equator
of Mars, scientists said Tuesday
at a conference in the Nether-
lands.

The existence of water or ice
would significantly increase the
chance that microscopic life may
also be found on Mars.

The evidence comes from pho-
tographs — not yet published —
taken last year by the European
Space Agency’s Mars Express
probe currently orbiting the red
planet.

Scientists have long theorized
there was once water on Mars,
and data from NASA’s Mars Rov-
ers has recently appeared to con-
firm it.

From The Associated Press

AP

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton, left, shakes hands with Gao Qiang,

China’s executive deputy health minister, after the Clinton Foundation

agreed to provide a year’s supply of AIDS drugs to 200 children to help

China’s battle against the disease.

Clinton to give
AIDS drugs to
Chinese children
Nation struggling to control disease

Bavaria doesn’t want ‘Mein Kampf’ in Poland

Bavaria applies [Hitler estate] rights very restrictively

to prevent the spread of Nazi ideology.

Bavaria Finance Minister Kurt Faltlhauser
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BY MATTHEW BARAKAT

The Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Family and
friends who packed a Virginia courtroom to
support Ahmed Omar Abu Ali laughed out
loud when prosecutors alleged that he had
plotted to assassinate President Bush.

Abu Ali, 23, a U.S. citizen who grew up in
Falls Church, was charged Tuesday with
conspiring with al-Qaida to kill the presi-
dent in a plan that prosecutors said was
hatched while the man studied in Saudi Ara-
bia in 2002 and 2003.

Those who know Abu Ali said the accusa-
tion simply does not jibe with the mild-man-
nered boy they knew through his active role
in northern Virginia’s Muslim community.

“Three words describe him: calm, quiet
peaceful,” said Jamal Abdulmoty, who
knows the Abu Ali family. “He was very
wise, very mature for his age. ... We cannot
imagine” that he would be involved in an as-
sassination plot.

Abu Ali had been detained for nearly two
years by the Saudi Arabian government. He

was returned to the United States and made
an initial appearance in U.S. District Court
shortly after his arrival Tuesday at Dulles
International Airport. He did not enter a
plea, but his lawyer said he would plead in-
nocent.

Despite the serious charges Abu Ali
faces, his family said Tuesday it was a victo-
ry just to have him back in the United
States.

“As long as Ahmed has his day in court, I
know he will be innocent,” said his mother,
Faten Abu Ali.

His father, Omar Abu Ali, said Ahmed
was born in Houston and raised in northern
Virginia, just a few miles from the nation’s
capital. He attended the Islamic Saudi Acad-
emy and graduated as class valedictorian.

The private school’s teachings have come
under scrutiny since the Sept. 11 attacks.
Federal court documents in a case against
another academy graduate suspected of ter-
rorism indicate that student discussions fol-
lowing Sept. 11 took an anti-American bent
and that some students considered the at-
tacks legitimate “payback” for American
mistreatment of the Muslim world.

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Still more rain soaked
Southern California on Wednesday, giving
Los Angeles its wettest year in more than a
century, after collapsing hillsides crushed
homes, oozing mud blocked highways and
a surging river carried away part of an air-
port.

The deaths of nine people had been
blamed on the series of storms that started
last week, including one man who was
killed by a falling eucalyptus tree and a
teenage girl crushed by rocks that crashed
into her bedroom.

While more rain fell overnight, the re-
gion was due for a break as the wet weath-
er was moving eastward, the National
Weather Service said. To the east, two
days or more of rain was forecast in al-
ready wet Arizona.

The average yearly rainfall in downtown
Los Angeles is about 15 inches, but the
total just since last Thursday reached 9.14
inches as of Wednesday morning.

The city’s amount in the nearly eight
months since July 1, when California be-
gins its yearly rainfall measurements,
reached 34.36 inches — more than the an-
nual average for Seattle. That’s also the

city’s third wettest year on record and with-
in easy sight of the No. 2 year, 1889-90,
when 34.84 inches of rain fell. The record
for the entire year is 38.18 inches, set in
1883-84.

A stretch of about 2 miles of the Pacific
Coast Highway leading into Malibu re-
mained closed Wednesday because of mud-
slides and a huge boulder that threatened
to roll onto the highway. Dozens of other
roads in the region also were closed.

Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn has
asked Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to
urge President Bush to issue a federal di-
saster declaration for the city.

Texas man admits to killings

FORT WORTH, Texas — Court records
show Stephen Dale Barbee admitted to ar-
guing with his pregnant girlfriend, Lisa
Underwood, over leaving his wife. Barbee
allegedly said he suffocated Underwood,
then suffocated her 7-year-old son, Jaden,
after he interrupted the attack. Court pa-
pers said Barbee was the father of Under-

wood’s fetus.
Barbee told investigators he put the bod-

ies in the back of Underwood’s SUV and
drove to Denton County and dug a shallow
grave, according to the affidavit.

Authorities found two bodies matching
the description hours after arresting Bar-
bee in connection with their disappear-
ance Saturday.

From The Associated Press

Man accused in plot to kill
Bush ‘innocent,’ mom says

SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE/AP

Cristina Resendez, left, and Arunulfo

Gesencio watch Tuesday as Lake Hodges

in Escondido, Calif., overflows its dam.

As rain falls,
damage rises
in California

IN THE STATES
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BY JEANNETTE J. LEE

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — A University
of Colorado professor criticized
for his comments likening some
Sept. 11 victims to Nazis defend-
ed his position, saying the attack
on the World Trade Center was in-
evitable given U.S. international
and economic policies.

“One does not advocate the vol-
cano,” said Ward Churchill. “It re-
quires no advocacy from mere
mortals. One points to the volcano
and attempts to make sense of it.”

Churchill spoke of U.S. atroci-
ties in Japan, the Philippines and
in the United States against Na-
tive Hawaiians and American In-

dians.
About 200 people, barred from

entering the University of Hawaii
auditorium
packed with
a mostly sup-
portive
crowd of
more than
400 people,
listened to
Churchill
speak on an
audio feed
set up out-
side.

It was
Churchill’s

first university speaking engage-
ment outside Colorado since his

essay comparing victims of the

World Trade Center attacks to
Nazis was discovered on a Web
site late last month.

Churchill wrote that some
“technocrats” killed in the World
Trade Center were like Adolf
Eichmann, a high-ranking Nazi of-
ficial who orchestrated the exter-
mination of 6 million European
Jews in the Holocaust.

Churchill reiterated his conten-
tion that people who function in
investment and brokerage trad-
ing further economic policies in
Third World countries that lead
to mass misery and death.

Some 20 students, including
members of the Hawaii College
Republicans, protested outside
the campus auditorium before
the speech.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The medical ex-
aminer’s office has largely ended
its effort to identify the remains of
those killed at the World Trade
Center site on Sept. 11, 2001, leav-
ing more than a thousand victims
unidentified.

“We’ve finished making identifi-
cations for the World Trade Cen-
ter,” Robert Shaler, director of fo-

rensic biology at the medical ex-
aminer’s office, told the New York
Daily News in a story published
Wednesday.

The forensic effort failed to iden-
tify any remains of more than
1,100 victims, or almost half of the
2,749 who died there.

Since the attacks 3½ years ago,
the medical examiner’s office iden-
tified nearly 1,600 victims, al-
though progress had slowed con-

siderably in recent months. Since
September, only eight victims
have been identified. A few incon-
clusive tests are still pending that
could yield a couple of more identi-
fications, Shaler told the newspa-
per.

The city has about 10,000 uni-
dentified bone and tissue frag-
ments that cannot be matched to
the list of the dead.

Shaler has said that the DNA ef-

fort could be reopened if new sci-
entific processes were developed.

“If three years from now some-
body comes up with something ...
that really looks like it’s going to
work, then we’re going to be
poised to go after it,” he told The
Associated Press in 2003.

Some identifications were made
quickly in the weeks after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attack. To identify
smaller remains, the medical ex-

aminer had to rely on DNA match-
ing, drawing results from shreds
of bone and tissue. But tests were
often not possible because the
DNA was too damaged by heat, hu-
midity, and the passage of time.

In most cases, victims whose re-
mains were not identified have
been legally declared dead by the
court anyway, based on documen-
tation that they were at the trade
center or on the hijacked air-
planes.

BY LARA JAKES JORDAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Employees
at a U.S. postal facility that pro-
cessed anthrax-laced letters told
researchers they failed to get ade-
quate information during the
2001 attacks, several comparing
themselves to blacks who were de-
nied treatment during the govern-
ment’s notorious Tuskegee experi-
ments.

A Rand Corp. study released
Tuesday found public health offi-
cials gave “very little useful infor-
mation” to employees at the
Brentwood postal facility in Wash-
ington and to U.S. Senate staff
members who might have been
exposed to anthrax spores.

Senate staffers reported they
got reliable information from Cap-
itol physicians, but at least some
Brentwood workers said they be-
lieved government officials were
more interested in observing the
effects of the anthrax exposure
than in treating them.

“I made it plain that I thought it
was a cover-up,” said one un-
named Brentwood employee who
participated in the Rand study.

“Because the government’s
done it before. They did it with
syphilis.”

Government researchers with-
held syphilis treatment from 399
black study participants in the
Tuskegee, Ala., experiments of
the 1930s, and there were 128 re-
lated deaths.

Two Brentwood employees
died of anthrax exposure after
the postal facility processed a let-
ter containing anthrax spores on
Oct. 12, 2001, that was mailed to
former Senate Democratic Lead-
er Tom Daschle. Two more were
treated for inhaled anthrax, and
an estimated 2,740 others were
prescribed antibiotics.

Senate staffers were tested and
treated beginning on Oct. 15 —
the day the Daschle letter was
opened. The Brentwood employ-
ees were not screened or treated
until Oct. 21, after co-workers test-
ed positive for anthrax, the Rand
report found.

U.S. Postal Service spokesman
Gerry McKiernan said the agen-
cy itself was not aware of anthrax
exposure at the Brentwood facili-
ty until Oct. 21, and noted that
Postmaster General John E. Pot-
ter attended a press briefing
there three days earlier.

“It’s unfortunate and regretta-
ble that some employees might
still hold those views,” McKier-
nan said. “At the time of the occur-
rence, very little was known
about anthrax. And we were act-
ing based on advice given to us by
public health officials.”

A spokesman for the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, Llelwyn Grant said, “There
was no preference shown” in in-
forming and treating any of the es-
timated 10,000 people nationwide
who received antibiotics during
the October 2001 attacks.

Churchill

Study: Postal workers
compare aftermath of
anthrax to Tuskegee
syphilis experiment

Former Georgia governor dies at 86

ATLANTA — Former Gov. S. Ernest Vandiver, who
won office vowing “no, not one” black child would inte-
grate a Georgia classroom, but went on to preside over
peaceful desegregation, has died at age 86.

He died Monday evening, the family said Tuesday
through Gov. Sonny Perdue’s office.

Governor from 1959 to 1963, Vandiver had been elected
on an anti-integration platform, but at a critical moment
persuaded lawmakers to repeal a law requiring schools to
be closed rather than desegregated.

FBI informant continues testimony

NEW YORK — An FBI informant testified that he want-
ed to put “the world on notice” when he set himself on fire
outside the White House, an act that threw the terror-fund-
ing case against a Yemeni sheik into turmoil.

Testifying Tuesday for the second day as a hostile wit-
ness for the defense, Mohamed Alanssi said he had not in-

tended to kill himself, even though he sent suicide notes to
the FBI and The Washington Post.

“I did not have the intention, but I wanted to put the gov-
ernment and the world on notice,” Alanssi said.

Alanssi did not elaborate, but described the incident as a
cry for help, saying he set himself ablaze because he was
broke, alone and upset by his inability to visit his ailing
wife.

Public skeptical of Social Security plan

WASHINGTON — Treasury Secretary John Snow ac-
knowledged Wednesday that the Bush administration has
not yet succeeded in selling its plan for Social Security to
the American people, and said backers would continue to
travel the country educating people about the program’s
problems.

President Bush has traveled to eight states to conduct
campaign-style Social Security events, stressing that the
system faces long-term financial straits. Supporters in
Congress, armed with GOP-prepared materials, are hold-

ing meetings with constituents all over the country this
week to try and build support. Wavering members of Con-
gress are holding similar meetings to gauge public opin-
ion.

State prisons can’t segregate prisoners

WASHINGTON — State prisons cannot temporarily seg-
regate inmates by race except under the most extraordi-
nary circumstances, the Supreme Court said Wednesday,
all but ending a long-standing California policy aimed at
reducing gang-related violence.

The 5-3 decision sets aside a lower court ruling in favor
of California, which argued it should have wide leeway to
set race-based restrictions to promote safety. As a result,
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals must now scrutinize
the 25-year-old policy for hard evidence that it is neces-
sary and works — a burden that will be hard to meet.

Racial segregation is unconstitutional unless there is a
“compelling” reason, justices said.

From The Associated Press

Protesters of

visiting University of

Colorado professor

Ward Churchill

gather before his

public lecture titled

“Speaking Truth to

Power: Academic

Freedom in the Age

of Terror” at the

University of Hawaii

campus in Honolulu

on Tuesday.

Churchill has been

criticized for his

comments likening

some Sept. 11

victims to Nazis.

AP

Professor who is target of
criticism speaks at Hawaii

Effort to identify Sept. 11 victims ends
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BY JIM ABRAMS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrat
Steve Israel first met Republican
Tim Johnson when Israel, in a
rush to get out of town at the end
of a congressional week, bloodied
Johnson by slamming the door to
the House chamber on his foot.

Israel, a third-term congress-
man from Long Island, N.Y., says
he looks back on that inadvertent
but nonetheless painful first en-
counter as emblematic of the at-
tack-first, talk-later, atmosphere
in the House today. Now he’s
teamed with Johnson in the latest
effort to make the House a more
civil place.

Johnson, a third-termer from
rural Illinois, agrees that there
has been “an exponential in-
crease in the level of rancor, in
the level of acrimony” that he

says is a disservice both to the
Congress and the country.

Reasonable compromise is diffi-
cult, he said, citing the current de-
bate over Social Security reform
where “one party is telling the
other they are atavistic socialists
from the 1930s and the other

party is saying they are trying to
starve old people.”

Israel and Johnson, in announc-
ing the formation of the Center
Aisle Caucus, say they hope to re-
duce partisan warfare through
modest measures such as holding
more informal briefings on issues
and unscripted after-hours discus-
sions, and giving minority Demo-
crats more time to express their
views.

Johnson said they will also be
“blowing the whistle when mem-
bers are unnecessarily disrespect-
ful.”

It’s hardly the first time mem-
bers of the notoriously partisan
House have launched civility cam-
paigns. In 1997 Rep. Ray La-
Hood, R-Ill., and former Rep.
David Skaggs, D-Colo., came up

with the idea of family retreats
where Republicans and Demo-
crats could get to know each
other in informal settings. But
they’ve since been discontinued
because of waning interest.

In a historical perspective, the
verbal assaults of today pale in
comparison to the dueling, shoot-
ings and bludgeonings that at
times settled differences in the
past.

The Senate — smaller, slow-
er-paced and more clubbish — is
traditionally better behaved, but
has also shown some strong parti-
san tendencies recently with
Democratic filibusters of
GOP-backed judicial nominations
and Republican attacks on
former Democratic leader Tom
Daschle.

BY MARC HUMBERT

The Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — More than
six in 10 voters say they believe
the United States is ready for a fe-
male president, a poll found.

The poll, conducted by the
Siena College Research Institute
and sponsored by Hearst Newspa-
pers, also found that 81 percent of
people surveyed would vote for a
woman for president and 53 per-
cent think New York Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton should try for
the job.

Other polls have identified the
former first lady as the voters’ fa-
vorite for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination.

On the Republican side, 42 per-
cent of voters said Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice should

run for the White House and 33
percent named North Carolina
Sen. Elizabeth Dole.

The pollsters found about 60
percent of voters said they expect
a woman to be the Democrats’
nominee for president in 2008. In

contrast, they found 18 percent
expected the Republican ticket to
be headed by a woman.

About 67 percent of those
polled said a female president
would be better than a male on do-
mestic issues, but only 24 percent

said a woman president would do
better on foreign policy issues.

The telephone poll of 1,125 reg-
istered voters was conducted
Feb. 10-17 and has a sampling
error margin of plus or minus 3
percentage points.

BY ALAN FRAM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It isn’t hard
to understand why few in Washing-
ton are taking President Bush’s
proposal to kill or cut 154 pro-
grams very seriously. Just listen to
members of his own party.

“It ought to be expanded, not
eliminated,” Arizona Sen. Jon Kyl
says of aid to states with impris-
oned criminal aliens, a $300 mil-
lion program Bush wants to elimi-
nate.

“We’ll fight it with everything
that’s in us,” Pennsylvania Rep.
John Peterson says of the presi-
dent’s plan to end vocational edu-
cation subsidies running $1.2 bil-
lion annually.

Bush proposed the cuts this
month as part of his $2.57 trillion
budget for 2006. He wants to trim

nonsecurity programs — except
automatically paid benefits like
Medicare — by an overall 1 per-
cent from this year’s levels, the
first such reduction proposed in a
presidential budget since Presi-
dent Reagan was in office.

Of Bush’s 154 targets, the Educa-
tion Department would suffer the
most losses: He would kill 48 of its
programs worth about $4.3 billion
and cut two others.

They range from vocational edu-
cation aid distributed to states and
communities nationwide to the
B.J. Stupak Olympic scholarships.

It provides $1 million for ath-
letes training at the four U.S. Olym-
pic training centers — including
Northern Michigan University, in
the district of the program’s spon-
sor, Rep. Bart Stupak, D-Mich.

The program is named for the
lawmaker’s late son.

Bush’s rationale for the cuts is
the need to control relentless fed-
eral deficits that the White House
expects to set a third straight
record this year, hitting $427 bil-
lion. He also would slow the
growth of the Pentagon’s budget
and pluck savings from Medicaid,
farm aid, veterans payments and
other benefit programs.

Many interest groups and mem-
bers of Congress, including plenty
of the president’s fellow Republi-
cans, think what’s unwise are his
proposed cuts. That’s why his plan
to save $15.3 billion by eliminating
99 programs and cutting 55 others
faces bleak prospects.

“Will we get everything we
want? Probably not, but by doing
this we help assure overall spend-
ing isn’t growing so fast” that it hin-
ders Bush’s effort to control defi-
cits, said White House budget of-
fice spokesman Chad Kolton.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Re-
publican National Committee
began the month with a 6-to-1
financial advantage over its
Democratic counterpart, with
$16.5 million in the bank com-
pared to the Democratic Na-
tional Committee’s $2.6 mil-
lion.

The RNC raised $10.5 mil-
lion in January, according to
its monthly report to the Feder-
al Election Commission. The
GOP spent $8.7 million, includ-
ing a $1 million transfer to Sen-
ate Republicans’ fund-raising
committee and nearly $1 mil-
lion in telemarketing, accord-
ing to an analysis by Political
Money Line, a nonpartisan
campaign finance tracking ser-
vice.

The DNC raised $4.1 million
last month, based on its FEC
report.

It spent $7.6 million, includ-
ing a donation of $1.5 million
to Virginia Lt. Gov. Timothy
Kaine’s campaign for gover-
nor and a $1 million transfer to
the Senate Democrats’
fund-raising committee.

The disparity between the
two national committees in
January fund raising illus-
trates the benefit President
Bush’s re-election to the White
House can have day to day for
his party. However, all is not
lost for new DNC Chairman
Howard Dean; in the last elec-
tion cycle, though behind early
on, the Democratic National
Committee eventually exceed-
ed the RNC in contributions by
several million dollars.

Also, the National Republi-
can Senatorial Committee
began February with $1.7 mil-
lion in the bank and no debt. It
raised $5.3 million in January
and spent $4.6 million.

The Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee had
$475,648 left after paying off
post-election debts. It raised
nearly $2.7 million last month
and spent just under $2.6 mil-
lion.

GOP coffers
six times
the size of
Democrats’

Bush plan to kill, cut programs faces long odds in Congress

Rep. Steve Israel

Lawmakers search for civility in House
2 representatives aim to cut partisan warfare

AP photos

Will “Hail to the Chief” be playing one day for Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, left, or Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.? A new poll by the Siena College Research Institute found that 81 percent of people
surveyed would vote for a woman for president, with Rice and Clinton as their favorite choice for candidates.

Poll finds many
are favorable to
woman as chief

Some ready for female president
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The Associated Press

As companies have been
forced to upgrade their financial
controls and reporting, many
have begun some new enforce-
ment of their own — cracking
down on employees’ travel and
entertainment expenses.

And it’s not just a phenome-
non common among tightfisted
U.S. corporations, according to
an annual American Express
survey of European and Ameri-
can business travelers.

In the poll, 45 percent of the
500 interviewed business travel-
ers said their companies had got-
ten somewhat or a lot stricter
with policies governing reim-
bursable business travel expen-

ditures in the past two to three
years.

And for those business folks in
France and Germany, the over-
sight has been even tougher:
Fifty-six percent in France and
55 percent in Germany said the
rules are stricter, compared with
31 percent in the United States
and 39 percent in Great Britain.

Still, the deeper scrutiny
hasn’t ended abuses, according
to most of the travelers. More
than a third, 37 percent, be-
lieved it’s common for expense
reports to be submitted with
“one or more completely false or
bogus charges.”

The interviews were conduct-
ed in November and December,
with 125 interviews in each coun-
try.

I
n years past, Bush adminis-
tration proposals to charge
low-priority VA health care
users a $250 annual enroll-

ment fee and higher co-payments
on prescription drugs were de-
clared “dead on arrival” on Capi-
tol Hill.

Not this year.

The initiatives, to boost VA reve-
nues by $424 million, appear to
have survived a first vigorous
round of attacks by veterans’ ser-
vice organizations. Credit — or
blame — new, more fiscally con-
servative chairmen of the House
and Senate veterans affairs com-
mittees and a strategy to paint the
VA enrollment fee as “only fair”
given Tricare enrollment fees for
retirees.

Both the change in tone by chair-
men and the “equity” argument
for VA enrollment fees were on
display during budget hearings
this month.

The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs budget once again seeks two
cost-sharing increases for VA
health-care users in priority cate-
gories 7 and 8, veterans who have
no service-connected disabilities

and incomes above geographic
poverty thresholds set by the fed-
eral government.

Besides paying a $250 enroll-
ment fee, 2.4 million Priority 7
and 8 enrollees would see co-pay-
ments on VA-filled prescriptions
rise to $15, from $7, for a 30-day
supply. VA estimates that 213,000
would disenroll rather than pay
the higher fees.

Jim Nicholson, the new secre-
tary of veterans affairs, described
the enrollment fee as “similar to
the fee legally required of military
retirees enrolled in the Tricare
system.” Given that military retir-
ees must have served at least 20
years, and VA enrollees “as few as
two years,” Nicholson suggested
the VA fee is “more justified.”

To the criticism that $250 a year
is unaffordable for many veter-
ans, Nicholson said no Priority 7
and 8 veterans are destitute, and
Priority 8 veterans have incomes
above a geographic means test
that, for those with no dependents,
ranges from $25,000 in low-cost
areas up to $71,000 in pricey
areas, such as San Francisco.

Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, new
Senate committee chairman, said
that “such proposals have been de-
clared dead on arrival perhaps
even before … analyzed. I do not
intend to take that approach.” But
he conceded the new VA budget is
“considerably less friendly then it
was during the flush years of the
past four.”

The cost-saving initiatives, par-
ticularly affecting Priority 7 and

8 veterans, drew vehement oppo-
sition from veterans’ service or-
ganizations. But at the House
VA committee hearing the next
day, new chairman Rep. Steve
Buyer, R-Ind., embraced Nichol-
son’s argument for enrollment
fees.

“We’ve got an inequity in the
system that we’re going to need to
address,” Buyer said.

Richard Jones of AMVETS de-
scribed the targeted veterans as
heroes “who answer our nation’s
call and, with God’s grace, return
from service whole and able to
continue their lives without dis-
abling injuries.” Giving them ac-
cess to VA health care, unencum-
bered by annual fees, “is the least
our nation can do for those on
whom America depends to de-
fend her liberty.”

But Buyer said co-pays and de-
ductibles are effective tools to
“modulate” health service usage.
He said he felt no such “push-
back” from retiree groups when
Congress set Tricare fees.

Critics blamed administration
priorities. Jones pointed to the $1
billion, four-year program passed
last year to pay health-care costs
of illegal aliens.

Sen. James Jeffords of Ver-
mont said the White House would
rather cut veterans benefits than
roll back “expensive tax cuts
given to the richest segment of
American society.”

To comment, write Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111,
e-mailmilupdate@aol.com or visit
www.militaryupdate.com

Tom Philpott

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3551
Dollar buys ...................................... €0.7379
British pound ...................................... $1.96
Japanese yen (Feb. 24) .................... 103.00
South Korean won (Feb. 23) ............ 993.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................. 0.37697
British pound ................................... $1.9117
Canada (Dollar) .................................... 1.225
Denmark (Krone) .................................. 5.32
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 5.8089
Euro ........................................ $1.3257/0.7543
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7994
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 183.67
Iceland (Krona) ................................. 60.855
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.3649
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 104.09
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................. 0.29195
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 5.92
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 54.60
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6255
South Korea (Won) ....................... 1,000.80
Switzerland (Franc) .............................. 1.10
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 38.57
Turkey (New Lira) .............................. 1.2929

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold .................................................... $432.30
Silver ...................................................... $7.31

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ........................................ 3.50
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.50
3-month bill ........................................... 2.63
30-year bond .......................................... 4.69
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

MILITARY UPDATE

Cutting expense abuses

Itemizing not needed
to get all tax breaks

Supporters of VA fee say
it’s an issue of equality

TUESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,611.20 -174.02 -1.61 -1.59 +.42
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,540.15 -79.82 -2.20 -6.79 +23.81

358.20 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 342.91 -9.46 -2.68 +2.38 +26.25
7,317.79 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,211.17 -76.30 -1.05 -.54 +8.36
1,505.26 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,489.54 -12.03 -.80 +3.85 +20.90
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,030.32 -28.30 -1.37 -6.67 +1.24
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,184.16 -17.43 -1.45 -2.29 +3.96

668.18 548.29 S&P MidCap 650.62 -10.73 -1.62 -1.91 +10.18
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 617.93 -12.20 -1.94 -5.16 +8.05

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,664.77 -176.94 -1.49 -2.56 +5.32

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 68.59 -1.03 +4.9
Armor Holdings ... 16 39.55 -.85 -15.9
Boeing 1.00 23 52.15 -.63 +.7
Computer Sciences ... 15 45.00 -.61 -20.2
Engineered Sup Sys .07 20 54.34 -6.14 -8.2
General Dynamics 1.44 17 104.15 -1.85 -.4
General Electric .88 22 35.35 -.53 -3.2
Halliburton .50 ... 42.13 -.36 +7.4
Harris Corp. .48 27 64.57 -.35 +4.5
Allied Signal .83 22 37.27 -.82 +5.3
L-3 Communications .50 21 70.92 -1.54 -3.2
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 58.67 -.52 +5.6
NorthrpG s .92 17 52.08 -.97 -4.2
Raytheon .80 41 37.93 -.26 -2.3
Rockwell Intl. .66 23 58.75 -1.20 +18.6
Sequa Corp. ... 34 56.70 -2.53 -7.3
Texas Instruments .10 24 25.57 +.25 +3.9
Textron Inc. 1.40 30 76.50 -.85 +3.7
United Technologies 1.76 18 98.64 -2.27 -4.6

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Pfizer 614448 26.59 -.21
Lucent 391477 3.19 -.05
Merck 355731 31.21 -1.40
NortelN lf 308693 2.90 -.11
ExxonMbl 255834 58.25 -1.16
GenElec 213602 35.35 -.53
Citigrp 171500 47.95 -.62
TimeWarn 167848 17.65 -.24
TexInst 157696 25.57 +.25
JPMorgCh 148302 35.93 -.58

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 784169 118.60 -1.80
SemiHTr 398274 33.30 -.05
iShRs2000 131922 123.10 -2.45
DJIA Diam 88905 106.06 -1.75
iShJapan 74781 10.63 -.02
SP Fncl 70830 29.35 -.44
SP Engy 65463 41.75 -.30
CanArgo n 46996 1.64 +.12
SP Util 40209 28.32 -.69
WheatR g 38292 3.47 +.16

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1178396 36.89 -.46
Microsoft 939176 25.23 -.25
SiriusS 855155 5.56 -.31
Intel 792376 23.76 -.26
Cisco 654476 17.31 +.01
Oracle 504680 12.66 -.28
JDS Uniph 497397 1.85 +.06
Level3 478586 2.28 +.35
ApldMatl 370652 17.46 +.06
SunMicro 319013 4.07 -.09

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.26 -.51 -2.5
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 53.56 -.85 -4.5
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.26 -.40 -4.2
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.97 -.62 -2.1
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.14 -.30 -1.3
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.02 -.13 -1.2
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.21 -.53 -2.8
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.24 -.29 -2.6
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.12 -.01 +.3
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 35.40 +.02 +.1
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.68 -.40 -2.8
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.06 -.38 -.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.46 -.28 -2.0
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.40 -.07 -.6
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.71 -.14 -.8
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.62 -.18 -3.2
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.56 -.21 -.6
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 44.72 +.06 +1.1
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.73 +.01 -.2
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.16 -.25 -4.7
Scudder Funds S: Income S x 12.97 -.06 +.5
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.25 -.01 +.3
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.42 -.28 -.4
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.09 +.09 -.5

BY EILEEN ALT POWELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Many people
think big tax breaks go only to
those who itemize deductions on
their income tax returns. But
there are many deductions and
credits available to the two-thirds
of Americans who claim the stan-
dard deduction.

That’s something to think about
as the April 15 tax filing deadline
approaches.

“There are many reasons peo-
ple chose not to itemize,” said
Mary Wilson, an accountant and
senior tax manager with Roth-
stein Kass Certified Public Ac-
countants, headquartered in Rose-
land, N.J.

“Maybe they don’t have
enough in mortgage interest pay-
ments or charitable deductions or
medical expenses.

“But that doesn’t mean they
can’t take advantage of the many
deductions on the 1040” tax form,
she said.

These deductions and credits
are over and above the standard
deduction, which has been raised
this year to $4,850 for singles or
married people filing separately;
$9,700 for a couple filing jointly,
and $7,150 for a person who
claims head of household status.

Under the federal tax code, de-
ductions are used to reduce the
total income on which taxes are
computed. Credits are dol-
lar-for-dollar reductions of the
tax owed.

Some of the tax breaks are des-

ignated for certain occupational
groups. For example, National
Guardsmen and reservists can de-
duct some expenses when they
travel more than 100 miles from
their homes for required activi-
ties, Wilson said.

Still, there are many tax-saving
options that just about any family
can qualify for.

One of the best is the deduction
for setting up an Individual Re-
tirement Account. Workers who
don’t have an employer-provided
retirement plan can take a deduc-
tion for setting aside up to $3,000
a year in an IRA — or $3,500 if
they’re 50 or older.

These accounts can be set up
until the April 15 tax filing dead-
line, Wilson said. And in 2005,
workers will be able to set aside
$4,000 in their IRAs, or $4,500 if
they’re 50 and older, she said.

Among the most widely
claimed deductions and credits
are those for education, accord-
ing to Mark Luscombe, an analyst
at CCH Inc. in Riverwoods, Ill.,
which provides tax information
and services.

“People are aware that these
tax breaks are out there, but
there are so many of them that
it’s hard for people to figure out
which is best for them,” he said.

Luscombe of CCH noted that
the credits are generally a better
tax deal for families than the de-
ductions, but the credits also
have lower income limits.

“The bottom line is that you
have to look closely to see which
make the most sense for your par-
ticular situation,” he said.

YOUR MONEY
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Today’s par-
ents in the United States, who
were more likely to have used
drugs than in previous genera-
tions, see less risk in drug experi-
mentation and are less likely to
speak with their children about it,
according to a survey released
Tuesday.

The study of parental attitudes
toward teen drug use, conducted
by The Partnership for a Drug-
Free America, found that barely
half of the parents would be upset

if their children experimented
with marijuana.

The number of parents who
have never spoken with their chil-
dren about drugs was 12 percent,
double what it was just six years
ago, the survey found.

While most parents no longer
use drugs — 11 percent reported
marijuana use in the last year —
they still carry attitudes fostered
during their teen years, research-
ers found. This is particularly
true about parents who were teen-
agers in the late ’70s and early
’80s, when teen drug use was at a
high point.

U.S. parents mellow
about teen drug use

NIH ethics investigation clears researchers

WASHINGTON — National Institutes of Health investigators have
cleared up to 80 percent of its researchers suspected of secret deals
with pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, officials say.

NIH officials found errors by government investigators had led to as
many as 80 of an estimated 100 researchers being mistakenly implicat-
ed in a federal probe of consulting arrangements, The Washington
Post reported in Wednesday’s editions.

A congressional committee had found that about 100 NIH scientists
had failed to notify the agency about their outside deals, as required.

However, the Post reported, a detailed NIH review found that 50 per-
cent to 80 percent of the scientists had followed the requirement but
were implicated by mistake because of confusion over similar names,
the time period for which data were collected and differences in data
coding.

Based on the initial finding that scores of researchers had kept their
ties with companies secret, NIH Director Elias A. Zerhouni severely
restricted the personal activities and finances of the agency’s
5,000-plus employees.

From wire reports

BY HILARY ROXE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A nation-
wide ad campaign funded largely
by the tobacco industry has
helped cut youth smoking rates, a
study by a health journal esti-
mates. But anti-smoking advo-
cates say money for such cam-
paigns is drying up.

The American Legacy Founda-
tion’s “truth” campaign prevent-
ed about 300,000 youths from be-
coming smokers between 2000
and 2002, according to a study to
be released Wednesday in the
March edition of the American
Journal of Public Health.

That’s about 22 percent of the
total decline in youth smoking
over the period, the study found.

But the foundation, which oper-
ates an independent nationwide
campaign against youth smoking,
is running low on money at the
same time state legislatures cut

into the amount they spend on
anti-smoking campaigns.

Tobacco companies agreed to
pay into a fund that contributes to
the “truth” campaign as part of
the $206 billion settlement
reached with 46 states in 1998.
But the agreement allowed com-
panies to stop paying after five
years if their market share was
below 99 percent.

With small manufacturers gain-
ing a foothold in the market, to-
bacco giants have likely already
made their last payment, founda-
tion president Cheryl Healton
said.

The public health journal study
looked at surveys of eighth-, 10th-
and 12th-graders conducted annu-
ally between 1997 and 2002, mea-
sured their exposure to the cam-

paign and accounted for factors
like race, gender and income to
determine the effect of the ads,
which often feature teens public-
ly questioning tobacco compa-
nies.

The surveys showed 28 percent
of teens smoked in 1997, and just
18 percent did in 2002, and the
study credits the campaign with
22 percent of that drop. Research-
ers found the prevalence of teen
smoking was falling before the
campaign began, but the rate at
which it fell increased dramatical-
ly after “truth” ads began.

The foundation was not the
only group trying to stop kids
from lighting up. Some states
launched efforts to curb youth
smoking in the early 1990s, and
others followed suit with their por-
tions of the 1998 settlement.

Report:
Campaign
cut youth
smoking

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH/AP

Anthony Trochez, a youth advocate with a Los Angeles drug prevention

program, waits beside a mobile billboard with an anti-smoking message.
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Bagpipers march in the George

Washington Birthday Parade in

Alexandria, Va.

Child endangered

IA
WINTERSET — A
10-year-old girl

weighing just 59 pounds
was discovered locked in a
bedroom, and her father
and his girlfriend were
charged with child endan-
germent, police said.

Police found the girl
while investigating a tip
about possible child ne-
glect, Police Chief
Ken Burk said.

“She was being locked in a room
while the parents were out of the
house,” Burk said. “We don’t know
how long she was there.”

“She had dirty clothes on, the hy-
giene wasn’t the best. But, remark-
ably, she was well, at least spir-
it-wise,” he said.

The girl and a 14-year-old boy
who also lived at the home were
placed in foster care, authorities
said.

The girl’s father, Jon Neely, 38,
and his girlfriend, Kimberly Holt-
myer, 36, were arrested on child
endangerment charges and each
posted $9,750 bail. They would not
comment.

Plan might not float

HI
WAILUKU — A plan to
bring an inter-island ferry

system to Hawaii would be sunk if
a lengthy environmental review
process is required, the head of the
company said.

John Garibaldi, chief executive
officer of Hawaii Superferry, Inc.,
said an environmental impact
statement, or EIS, would take up to
a year and a half to complete,
which would jeopardize construc-
tion and hundreds of millions of
dollars in funding.

Superferry’s possible demise be-
fore it even is launched would be a
disappointment to many residents
and tourists, who are looking for-
ward to a cheaper alternative to
pricey interisland air travel and
one that would allow them to take
their cars along, too.

Superferry plans to run two fer-
ries, each carrying 866 passengers
and 282 cars, daily between Hono-
lulu and Maui, Kauai and the Big
Island — for about half of what cur-
rent air fares cost.

Jeweler thwarts robber

NY
BARDONIA — Barry Fix-
ler was back at work in his

jewelry store the day after he man-
aged to draw his own gun and
shoot a robber who had a gun point-
ed at his head.

The robber, who was seriously
wounded, is expected to survive.

Two alleged confederates who
fled after the shooting were arrest-
ed within 12 hours, one in Nanuet
and one in Connecticut, police
said.

Detective Lt. Charles Delo said a
review of the shooting on a surveil-
lance videotape showed it to be jus-
tified. Fixler, a 57-year-old former
Marine, had a permit for the gun.

Bible classes studied

VA
STAUNTON — Public ele-
mentary schools will contin-

ue to allow Bible study during
class time while the local school
board conducts a one-year review
to determine if criticism of the
practice by some parents is valid.

Several hundred people attend-
ed the school board meeting, with
many standing and applauding the
5-1 decision to begin the review
while continuing religious classes,
a tradition in Staunton and some

other rural Virginia school dis-
tricts for more than 60 years.

“My conscience tells me this
community needs this program,
and we need to keep it,” board
member Angie Whitesell said.

In the Weekday Religious Educa-
tion program, first-, second- and
third-graders go to nearby church-
es for Bible classes during school
hours.

Jailbird’s proxy wedding

TX
CORPUS CHRISTI — A
Kentucky fugitive captured

in Corpus Christi after being on
the run for 15 years was married
by proxy to his common-law wife.

Ralph Robert Annis, 53, had
lived in Corpus Christi for about 15
years as Michael Winters. His com-
mon-law wife, Linda Winters,
didn’t know before his arrest earli-
er this month about his conviction
in the strangulation of his ex-girl-
friend’s 10-month-old daughter in
1978.

Annis failed to return from a
weekend furlough in 1990 while
serving a 20-year sentence.

Annis’ capture came a few
weeks after the Lexington (Ky.)
Herald-Leader began questioning
Kentucky officials about their in-
ability to find him.

Justice of the Peace Henry San-
tana conducted the proxy mar-
riage while Annis remained in the
Neuces County Jail.

Treated birds released

SC
COLUMBIA — Animal res-
cue workers have released

about 100 birds that were treated
for shock and concussions after
crashing into an office building’s
windows recently.

The cedar wax-
wings were released
at the Honeywell wild-

life refuge. About 30
birds remain with Caro-

lina Wildlife Care.
A couple of weeks ago,

the birds, intoxicated on
holly berries, became con-

fused and crashed into win-
dows. Hundreds were injured

and many died.

That was some ride

UT
MONA — A hiker fell
about 1,000 feet down

a mountain side, riding an ava-
lanche feet-first — and suffered
only minor injuries.

“Extremely lucky,” said Juab
County Sheriff Alden Orme.

Mark Thomas and two compan-
ions were hiking on a ridge near
Mount Nebo when snow gave way
beneath them, they told police.

His friends did not fall, but Tho-
mas, 21, of Salt Lake City, slid
about 1,000 feet, triggering an ava-
lanche, Orme said.

Thomas had a minor back injury
and frostbitten feet, police said.

Jumping for record

WA
BREMERTON — A 96-
year-old man aiming to be-

come the oldest person to make a
solo skydiving jump had a rough
landing near here and suffered a
dislocated shoulder, but otherwise
emerged unscathed.

Milburn Hart of Seattle jumped
out of a plane near the Bremerton
airport.

Hart, who lives at the North
Haven Retirement Center, pre-
pared for the jump with five hours
of training and a written test. He’d
made two jumps in tandem with an
experienced jumper last year.

The folks on the ground watched
anxiously as he swung toward the
landing site, then away. Slowly, he
dropped out of sight into distant
trees, landing in an old gravel pit.

Fur flies over cat clinic

DC
WASHINGTON — The fur
has been flying at John

Eaton Elementary School ever
since parents discovered that a cat
spay and neutering clinic was held
there without their knowledge.

After hearing concerns about stu-
dent health, the school system can-
celed classes and scheduled a
meeting for parents to “determine
our course of action,” principal
Willie McElroy said in a state-
ment.

Parents said McElroy never told
them about the weekend event.

Crews spent two days thorough-
ly cleaning the cafeteria where the
cat surgeries took place on Satur-
day and Sunday.

Teen caught after calls

MO
ST. LOUIS — A teenager
has been accused of using

a stolen cell phone to swamp dis-
patchers with hundreds of bogus
911 calls over a matter of weeks, at
times talking of killing some of the
responding officers he could see.

The 15-year-old boy sometimes
was such a nuisance he called in
new emergencies at the same ad-
dress where officers already were
standing, St. Louis County Police
spokesman Mason Keller said.

The young culprit was tracked
down only after dispatchers field-
ed 25 bogus calls within 75 min-
utes to the same area where the of-
ficer already had arrived, Keller
said.

Ellie Toler, 6, center left, and Mia Schnied-

ers, 5, center right, try on a costume used

for a traditional lion dance during a Chinese new year party in Maryland

Heights, Mo.

East Limestone volunteer firefight-

er Jonathan Hinton pulls a ladder

over trees downed in Claudine Gregg’s front yard by a severe thunder-

storm. Gregg’s house in Limestone County, Ala., was damaged when

some of the large pine trees were blown onto her roof.

All for George

New year’s fun

Firefighters battle a garage and

house fire in Old Mystic, Conn.

The fire started with an explosion in the attached garage. Ten fire

departments were called to the scene to battle the blaze.

Wind downs trees

Fire spread to house
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Victoria Walsh, left,

Earl Bragg, center,

and Bob Fold discuss the furs for auction at the Alaska State Fish and

Game horn and hide auction in Anchorage, Alaska. The antlers and hides

being auctioned are from animals that were poached, killed by accident or

in defense of life or property, or were shot because they had become a

nuisance. The auction is the only place in the United States where a per-

son can legally buy a bear hide. It draws buyers from around the world.

Crash kills paramedics

AR
LITTLE ROCK — A train
slammed into an ambu-

lance that apparently tried to get
out of its path, but stopped at a rail
crossing, killing all three paramed-
ics on board. The patient in the ve-
hicle survived, officials said.

Paramedics Jeff Ferrand, 37,
and John Rook, 23, died at the
scene after the Union Pacific train
hit the front end of the ambulance,
spinning it around and ejecting the
emergency workers.

A third paramedic, Christopher
Klingan, also 23, was taken to a hos-
pital but later died, officials said.

Dancing for charity

PA
STATE COLLEGE —
About 700 Penn State Uni-

versity students danced for 48
hours, raising a record $4.1 million
to fight childhood cancer.

The 33rd annual Dance Mara-
thon, or THON, raises money for a
charity that operates out of Penn
State’s medical school in Hershey.

THON has raised more than $30
million since its start in 1973.

Hearst Ranch preserved

CA
SAN FRANCISCO — One
of the largest land conserva-

tion deals in California history be-
came final when the state and two
conservation groups closed es-
crow on a $95 million agreement
to preserve Hearst Ranch, the
nearly pristine stretch of coastal
rangeland that surrounds Hearst
Castle.

Under terms of the sale, nearly
all the 82,000-acre ranch about
200 miles north of Los Angeles
will remain undeveloped, while 13
miles of coastline that has been pri-
vately held for generations will
transfer to the state for public ac-
cess, according to the governor’s
office.

Battlefield zoning

WV
FAYETTEVILLE — A
judge has reversed a deci-

sion that allowed a 60-acre parcel
some say contains a Civil War bat-
tlefield and cemetery to be re-
zoned for the development of a
Wal-Mart Supercenter.

Raleigh County Circuit Judge
Robert A. Burnside Jr. ruled the
public never got a chance to re-
view a completed rezoning applica-
tion or adequately prepare a re-
sponse to the Wal-Mart project. He
ruled that the zoning reclassifica-
tion earlier approved by Fay-
etteville’s Planning Commission
should be reversed and the matter
sent back to the town.

Members of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy have ex-
pressed concerns that the shop-
ping center would disturb a Civil
War cemetery and part of a farm
area that they believe to be the site
of the Battle of Fayetteville.

Name change proposal

MA
NEWBURY — Governor
Dummer Academy, the

country’s oldest independent
boarding school, was founded be-
fore the Revolution. Jokes about its
name have been around roughly as
long.

The school is named for William
Dummer, a former acting gover-
nor of Massachusetts who donated
land to start the school.

But in a move that has sparked
outrage, school trustees decided it
was time to put the kidding to rest

and drop “Dummer” from the
school’s name.

Alumni responded with letters
and e-mails that forcefully ques-
tioned the need for a change and in-
dicated their financial support was
at stake.

The early protests paid off. After
alumni and students filled a meet-
ing with trustees to explain their
opposition early this month, the
board decided to rethink its deci-
sion. It announced it would explain
why it endorsed what it called a
“name evolution” over the next sev-
eral months as it consulted with
students and alumni.

That’s a load of sardines

OR
ASTORIA — Oregon fisher-
men landed almost 80 mil-

lion pounds of sardines last year,
according to state wildlife biolo-
gists. That’s more than any com-
mercial catch except Pacific whit-
ing. The sardines are especially
popular in Japan, where many sar-
dines are used for tuna bait. The
boom has also fueled cannery ex-
pansion in Astoria.

Forever in bluejeans

ME
MACHIASPORT — In-
mates at the Downeast Cor-

rectional Facility have sewn more
than 15,000 pairs of bluejeans dur-
ing the past four years, all of them
worn by the 2,000 male inmates in
Maine’s prison system.

Now, the garment shop at the
Bucks Harbor prison has expand-
ed beyond jeans and is making
jean jackets that may someday
find a market beyond the prison
fences.

Maine saves money by outfitting
its inmates with jeans made from
the pattern kits. It’s also a good
deal for inmates selected for the
coveted sewing jobs that pay up to
$2.90 an hour.

“I’m honored to have this job,”
said Jason Bridges of Portland, 27,
who has four years to go on his sen-
tence. “It’s probably the best job
here.”

No dice on taxes

FL
TALLAHASSEE — Gam-
bling jaunts known as cruis-

es-to-nowhere don’t owe taxes on
commercial activity that happens
beyond the state’s territorial wa-
ters, the Florida Supreme Court
ruled.

Unanimously backing a lower
court, the justices rejected the
state’s argument that New Sea Es-
cape’s gambling trips fall under in-
trastate commerce rules because
its ships never reach a foreign
port.

Instead, the court found the Ba-
hamian company can operate
under state law on foreign or inter-
state commerce, meaning it must
pay only the state’s 6-cent sales
and use tax for commerce conduct-
ed within the state’s territorial
boundaries.

Hmong passing TB tests

WI
WAUSAU — Hmong refu-
gees from a camp in Thai-

land are again resettling in Wiscon-
sin after the program was tempo-
rarily halted in January because
some refugees tested positive for
tuberculosis. The U.S. State De-
partment is now using more rigor-
ous testing methods on the approxi-
mately 6,000 refugees remaining
at Wat Tham Krabok.

Photos and stories from wire services

Sean Larsson, 14, left, and his father, Mikael, skate on the Triviz path in Las

Cruces, N.M.

Andrew Pearcy, 10, reacts to the

cold water in Shadow Lake during

the Greenwood Special Olympic

Polar Bear Plunge fund-raiser in

Greenwood, Ark.

The late winter sun rises over a catfish pond outside of DeRidder, La.

Man, that’s cold

Good skates

An auction on the wild side

Sunrise in Louisiana
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R.E.M. bassist suffering from infection

R.E.M. bassist Mike Mills has a severe ear infection,
but should be well enough for the band to resume its Euro-
pean tour, singer Michael Stipe said.

The band canceled a concert in
Sheffield, northern England, after
Mills fell ill with flu-like symptoms.
The show was rescheduled for June
15. A concert scheduled in Glasgow,
Scotland, also was called off.

Stipe said doctors had told Mills
he should be able to perform
Wednesday, when the band is due to
play in Birmingham, central En-
gland.

He said the bass player’s illness
began with a case of flu and evolved
into an inner-ear infection.

Rocker granted bail change to perform

Rock singer Pete Doherty, facing charges of robbery
and blackmail, was granted a change to his bail condi-
tions so he could play a Tuesday night concert.

Judge David Radford agreed to a
request that Doherty’s curfew of 10
p.m. to 7 a.m. be changed Tuesday
— for one night only — to midnight
to 7 a.m. Doherty was expected to
play at the Brixton Academy concert
venue in south London that evening.

Doherty, 25, former singer with
British band The Libertines, attend-
ed a preliminary hearing Monday at
Snaresbrook Crown Court in Lon-
don. He was arrested earlier this
month after a reported fracas at a
London hotel. The singer spent five

nights in police and prison cells before being released on
bail.

Radford also granted a request that Doherty’s bond be
reduced from $280,000 to $185,000, but added that appli-
cations for a change to bail conditions should not be a
“too regular occurrence.”

Miss. legislators commend Faith Hill

Faith Hill can add lawmakers in her native Mississippi
to her legion of loyal fans.

Legislators on Monday commended Hill’s successful
music career after she spoke at the
state Capitol to promote a Mississip-
pi Arts and Entertainment Center in
Meridian.

“Today I stand here before you
with my heart filled with pride and a
sense of accomplishment,” the
37-year-old singer told members of
the state House and Senate.

Hill left Mississippi at 19 to pur-
sue a music career in Nashville,
Tenn. In 1993, her debut single,
“Wild One,” spent four weeks at No.
1 on the country music charts. Hill, a
native of Star, outside Jackson, has sold nearly 30 million
records worldwide.

“We honor you as we do astronauts and ambassadors
because you truly are an ambassador of this state,” said
House Speaker Billy McCoy.

Buyer wants to create Carson memorial

The new owner of Johnny Carson’s childhood home in
Norfolk, Neb., is a private real estate company that wants
to turn it into a memorial.

Historic Properties Inc., based in
Norcross, Ga., bought the five-bed-
room house for an undisclosed price
in a deal sealed Friday, said compa-
ny spokesman Cal Oren. Carson,
who died Jan. 23 at 79, lived in the
house from ages 8 to 18.

“Our primary motivation here was
as a tribute to Carson,” Oren said.

Jim Pruett of Brandon, S.D., and
Rick Runge of Sioux Falls, S.D.,
bought the home in March 2003 for
$150,000 and spent about $20,000
renovating it in hopes of selling it at

a profit.

Runge said Monday that Pruett took over ownership
more than a year ago. Pruett didn’t immediately return a
telephone call seeking comment.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

ABC is losing the blues
BY NOEL HOLSTON

Newsday (LATWP)

I
n like a lion and out like ... well, if
not exactly a lamb, a much less
fearsome lion.

That’s the arc that’s been tra-
versed by “NYPD Blue.” In 1993, the
ABC cop drama, with its blunt lan-
guage and flashes of nudity, scandal-
ized thousands of
viewers and seduced
millions more. On
March 1, it will end
its 12-season run in
relative quiet and an-
onymity.

Given the series’
now modest Nielsen
ratings and how ac-
customed viewers
have become to its
modus operandi, it’s
strange to recall that
the show once
scared off network af-
filiates by the dozens
and led at least one
Bible Belt minister to pray for the col-
lapse of his local ABC station’s broad-
cast tower.

“NYPD Blue” was meant to shock.
Producer-writer Steven Bochco, who
created the series with David Milch,
was determined to push the bound-
aries of broadcast TV further than he
had in “Hill Street Blues” or “L.A.
Law,” his biggest previous hits. But
Bochco also was agitating for more
honesty. He was done with putting
coy euphemisms such as “dog breath”
and “hair ball” into cops’ mouths.

“When you’re doing a cop show,” he

told a gathering of TV critics in Los
Angeles in the summer of 1993, “and
you’re competing with cable, which
has a tremendous penetration into
homes now, I don’t think you can com-
pete unless you can paint with some of
the same colors that you can paint
with when you’re making movies.”

The color he favored was blue.
In the notorious pilot episode that

had many ABC affiliate managers
reaching for the Maalox, the blueness
manifested itself in testy, crude Detec-
tive Andy Sipowicz (Dennis Franz)
grabbing his crotch and inviting a
woman prosecutor to “Ipso this ...,” fol-
lowed by a reference to an incontinent
female dog. There were assorted epi-
thets involving private parts of the
human anatomy, and a scene of Detec-
tive John Kelly (David Caruso) and Of-
ficer Janice Licalsi (Amy Brenne-
man) exposing some of the same
while rolling about in bed. For all that,
however, the pilot’s edgiest sequence
— and the one that pointed to what

would be the series’ enduring contri-
bution to TV drama — was the one
that showed a seething, disillusioned
Sipowicz parked on a bar stool in
mid-afternoon, fatalistically knocking
back straight shots of whiskey.

“There was so much controversy
surrounding the show,” Bochco re-
called last month at a final session
with critics and reporters.

“And I think if
there had been any
wobble in the audi-
ence reaction to us,
I don’t know that
we would have sur-
vived three, four
weeks. But we were
virtually an instant
hit. And I knew that
creatively we were
enormously
strong.”

Bochco said that
while it wasn’t his
idea to make the
current season the
last, he didn’t fight

it when ABC broached the idea. “I
think for them it was partly [because]
the show wasn’t performing at a level
that they would have wished it would.
You know, it’s a very expensive show.

“And I certainly felt that after 12
years, it wasn’t as if there was unfin-
ished business.”

But Bochco said there will still be
some loose ends.

“I don’t think at the end of our last
episode you’ll feel that the life of this
precinct has stopped or ended. You
know it will continue on, but you just
won’t get to visit it every week.”

Mills

Hill

Carson

FRANK OCKENFELS/SHNS

The cast of "NYPD Blue": Dennis Franz as Detective Andy Sipowicz, Mark-Paul Gosselaar as Detective John Clark Jr., Gordon

Clapp as Detective John Medavoy, Bill Brochtrup as clerk John Irvin, Henry Simmons as Detective Baldwin Jones, Jacqueline

Obradors as Detective Rita Ortiz, Currie Graham as Lt. Thomas Bale and Bonnie Somerville as Detective Laura Murphy.

‘NYPD Blue’ and its characters prepare for March 1 exit

Doherty

FACES

When you’re doing a cop show and

you’re competing with cable, which has

a tremendous penetration into homes now,

I don’t think you can compete unless

you can paint with some of the same colors

that you can paint with when you’re

making movies.

Steven Bochco

‘NYPD Blue’ producer-writer
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 36 27
Bahrain 71 57
Beijing 30 10
Beirut 68 54
Bermuda 67 58
Caracas 88 74
Helsinki 16 11
Hong Kong 68 61
Lisbon 55 44

HI LO
Manila 93 76
Mexico City 72 47
Montreal 20 -01
Riyadh 84 58
Rio de. Jan 88 74
Seoul  39 14
Sofia  46 33
Sydney 83 70
Tokyo 58 45

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 80 62
Dakar  73 63
Freetown 89 77
Kinshasa 92 74

HI LO
Mogadishu 88 75
Nairobi 86 58
Rabat   63 41
Tripoli 65 48

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 46 35 Rain
Akron,Ohio 30 18 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 23 10 PCldy
Albuquerque 42 29 Rain
Allentown,Pa. 30 21 Snow
Amarillo 42 29 Cldy
Anchorage 35 25 Cldy
Asheville 42 28 Rain
Atlanta 49 37 Rain
Atlantic City 33 23 Snow
Austin 55 42 Rain
Baltimore 31 24 Snow
Baton Rouge 63 44 Cldy
Billings 54 28 Clr
Birmingham 55 39 Rain
Bismarck 37 17 PCldy
Boise 51 30 Clr
Boston 25 17 PCldy
Bridgeport 27 20 PCldy
Brownsville 75 56 Cldy
Buffalo 27 19 PCldy
Burlington,Vt. 18 5 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 15 -9 Clr
Casper 47 21 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 56 43 Rain
Charleston,W.Va. 35 24 Snow
Charlotte,N.C. 39 26 Rain
Chattanooga 51 34 Rain
Cheyenne 44 21 PCldy
Chicago 33 22 Cldy
Cincinnati 36 24 Snow

Cleveland 30 19 PCldy
Colorado Springs 40 21 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 45 35 Rain
Columbus,Ga. 62 44 Rain
Columbus,Ohio 33 23 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 25 9 PCldy
Corpus Christi 66 51 Rain
Dallas-Ft Worth 50 37 Cldy
Dayton 34 23 Cldy
Daytona Beach 79 59 PCldy
Denver 45 22 Clr
Des Moines 39 22 Cldy
Detroit 32 20 PCldy
Duluth 25 6 PCldy
El Paso 55 35 Cldy
Elkins 32 19 Snow
Erie 25 18 Cldy
Eugene 59 34 Clr
Evansville 41 28 Rain
Fairbanks 26 3 PCldy
Fargo 23 10 Cldy
Flagstaff 39 22 Snow
Flint 30 17 Cldy
Fort Smith 49 33 Cldy
Fort Wayne 34 23 Cldy
Fresno 64 43 PCldy
Goodland 49 21 Clr
Grand Junction 49 29 PCldy
Grand Rapids 31 20 Cldy
Great Falls 57 28 Clr
Green Bay 28 13 Snow
Greensboro,N.C. 33 27 Cldy

Harrisburg 29 21 Snow
Hartford Spgfld 26 17 PCldy
Helena 50 22 Clr
Honolulu 80 67 Clr
Houston 59 47 Rain
Huntsville 48 33 Cldy
Indianapolis 37 27 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 51 39 Cldy
Jacksonville 73 55 Rain
Juneau 39 32 Rain
Kansas City 44 26 PCldy
Key West 80 69 PCldy
Knoxville 47 32 Rain
Lake Charles 62 45 Rain
Lansing 30 16 Cldy
Las Vegas 60 43 PCldy
Lexington 34 25 Snow
Lincoln 43 18 PCldy
Little Rock 49 35 Cldy
Los Angeles 64 51 PCldy
Louisville 39 30 Snow
Lubbock 42 31 Rain
Macon 60 41 Rain
Madison 31 15 Cldy
Medford 66 31 Clr
Memphis 44 35 Rain
Miami Beach 81 67 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 47 34 Rain
Milwaukee 30 20 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 29 16 Cldy
Mobile 68 46 Rain
Montgomery 64 44 Rain

Nashville 44 30 Cldy
New Orleans 67 50 Rain
New York City 32 24 Cldy
Newark 30 23 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 38 33 Snow
North Platte 48 21 PCldy
Oklahoma City 48 31 Cldy
Omaha 43 20 PCldy
Orlando 81 60 PCldy
Paducah 42 29 Rain
Pendleton 52 28 Clr
Peoria 39 24 Snow
Philadelphia 32 24 Snow
Phoenix 63 51 PCldy
Pittsburgh 31 20 Snow
Pocatello 43 17 Clr
Portland,Maine 23 11 Clr
Portland,Ore. 59 37 Clr
Providence 26 18 PCldy
Pueblo 46 18 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 37 28 Cldy
Rapid City 54 27 PCldy
Reno 51 28 PCldy
Richmond 33 26 Snow
Roanoke 31 27 Snow
Rochester 26 17 PCldy
Rockford 33 20 Cldy
Sacramento 66 39 PCldy
St Louis 45 30 Cldy
St Thomas 82 77 Rain
Salem,Ore. 60 34 Clr
Salt Lake City 51 28 Clr

San Angelo 46 36 Rain
San Antonio 56 43 Rain
San Diego 62 53 PCldy
San Francisco 60 47 PCldy
San Jose 64 45 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 83 76 Rain
Santa Fe 38 22 Snow
St Ste Marie 20 8 Cldy
Savannah 57 45 Rain
Seattle 56 39 Clr
Shreveport 51 40 Cldy
Sioux City 40 20 PCldy
Sioux Falls 35 18 PCldy
South Bend 32 22 Cldy
Spokane 49 27 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 40 26 Snow
Springfield,Mo. 46 30 Cldy
Syracuse 25 14 PCldy
Tallahassee 72 55 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 76 61 Clr
Toledo 32 21 PCldy
Topeka 45 26 PCldy
Tucson 62 42 Rain
Tulsa 49 32 PCldy
Tupelo 48 34 Rain
Waco 51 39 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 31 24 Snow
W.Palm Beach 81 63 PCldy
Wichita 46 28 PCldy
Wichita Falls 50 34 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 26 16 PCldy
Wilmington,Del. 32 23 Snow
Yakima 53 24 Clr
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Moscow
12/02

St. Petersburg
17/07

Kiev
23/15

Bucharest
42/35

Warsaw
37/27

Oslo
20/08

Berlin
34/29

Frankfurt
28/19

Stuttgart
23/19

Prague
29/13

Budapest
35/18

Copenhagen
36/24

Reykjavik
42/33

Dublin
37/33

Ramstein
25/16

Vienna
35/17

Geneva
33/15

Brussels
30/21

Istanbul
55/40

Athens
61/48

Souda Bay
58/46

Sigonella
56/35

Naples
47/35

Rome
50/34

Belgrade
43/28

Sarajevo
36/30

Tirana
48/35

Pristina
52/36

Tuzla
37/27

Aviano
36/27

Pisa
39/36

Paris
33/24

Nice
45/28

Barcelona
47/35

Madrid
43/24

Morón
61/41

Rota
58/39

Lisbon
54/43

Izmir
55/43

London
36/28

Lakenheath
36/28

Stockholm
25/12

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with snow-
showers. Highs in the low to mid-
30s. Friday lows in the low to mid-
20s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rain/snowshowers. Highs in the mid
to upper 30s. Friday lows in the
upper 20s to lower 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
rain/snow mix. Highs in the mid to
upper 30s. Friday lows in the upper
20s to lower 30s.

France: Cloudy with isolated snow-
showers in the north. Highs in the
lower to mid-30s with lows in the mid
20s. Partly cloudy in the south with
highs in the mid 40s. Friday lows in
the upper 20s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with iso-
lated snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 20s to mid-30s. Friday lows in
the upper teens to upper 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated snowshowers. Highs in
the 20s. Friday lows in the teens.

Hungary: Cloudy with rain/snow mix.
Highs in the mid-30s. Friday lows in
the upper teens.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid to upper 30s. Friday lows
in the upper 20s to mid-30s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the mid-40s to
mid-50s. Friday lows in the mid-30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower to mid-50s. Friday lows in the
mid-30s to lower 40s.

Norway: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
20s. Friday lows in the upper single
digits to upper teens.

Portugal, Spain: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated rainshowers in
the east. Highs in the 40s in the
north and mid-50s to lower 60s in
the south. Friday lows in the mid-20s
to mid 30s in the north and upper
30s to lower 40s in the south.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 50s to lower 60s. Friday lows
in the lower 30s to lower 40s.

European forecast for 24 February 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:SSgt
Gerald Herron

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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57/39
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82/64 Bombay

88/72

New Delhi
74/53
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Kabul
45/22
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65/43
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:37AM 6:36AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:20AM 7:18AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:56PM 5:57PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 6:00PM 6:02PM

Skopje
54/42•

•Stavanger
27/19

Lajes
61/54

New moon
10 Mar 05

First qtr.
17 Mar 05

Full moon
25 Mar 05

Last qtr.
3 Mar 05
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Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

All who returned fire deserving

I just left Iraq about a week ago. While
in country, my team was assigned to
Camp Baker in Najaf. We had seven sepa-
rate engagements with the enemy. All of
the soldiers in my platoon fired their
weapons after receiving incoming fire
into our compound.

On average, the incoming was limited
to mortar fire and we engaged the enemy
mortar teams. On a few occasions, the
enemy fired small arms back at us.

So I have a hard time buying the guide-
lines for the new Close Combat Badge.
This is an asymmetric war where, often-
times, the enemy determines when and
where the combat occurs.

On one hand, the Army is starting to
put every recruit regardless of military
occupation specialty through a more-in-
fantry-based boot camp and is harping
that everyone is a rifleman first. This is a
good thing but, on the other hand, offi-
cials are saying with this new badge that
combat is still reserved for combat arms
MOSs. These guidelines seem like a step
back, not a step forward toward a new
Army.

I also disagree with the name of the
badge. I think it should be named the
Combat Rifleman Badge. And instead of
having a knife on the badge, which
evokes images of hand-to-hand fighting,
the badge should have an AR-15, since
this is the current weapon of issue in this
era.

Unfortunately, it looks like this new
badge will not be for any of my soldiers,
since we were a signal platoon. Nor does
it seem to be for the military policemen
who risked their lives out at the police sta-
tions in Najaf, or the transportation folks
who got all shot up trying to get into the
city and to our camp.

I hope the Army thinks this one
through a bit more and makes the badge
for anyone, regardless of MOS, who actu-
ally took fire and returned it. Don’t pun-
ish us because of our MOS; reward us for
stepping up and acting like riflemen first.

First Lt. Bart Love
Camp Baker, Iraq

Every GI is on front lines

The infantry, Special Forces, combat
engineers, artillery, armor and cavalry
are not the only members of the Army
who fight. These military occupational
specialties are supported by a small, and
often overlooked, group of individuals.
These people are members of Combat
Service Support.

The Army forgets that these support
troops often accompany the war fighters
into battle. All Special Forces groups,
Ranger battalions and armor units, to
name a few, take these support soldiers
with them. When units such as Special
Forces come under fire, be it direct or in-
direct, support soldiers are there. We not
only man the radios in the signal center,
we also man-pack the radios into places
where bullets fly.

During my time in special operations, I
have found that Special Forces provides
support troops with realistic training op-
portunities necessary to maintain profi-
ciency in combat survival skills. What
support troops want is official recogni-
tion from the Department of the Army
for our actual participation in direct com-
bat.

In today’s world, there is no forward or
rear area. Every soldier is on the front
lines. War in the modern age means
more support troops will find themselves
in combat. Combat support troops in-
clude Army aviation, Army Corps of En-
gineers, quartermaster corps, medical
corps, transportation corps, ordnance
corps and the signal corps, just to men-
tion a few. Why can’t the new Close Com-
bat Badge, or CCB, be authorized for all
non-infantry soldiers who have come
under fire and who are assigned to infan-
try, Special Forces and Ranger battalions
or other similar units? This would in-
clude soldiers who have engaged in com-
bat alongside their direct-action counter-
parts.

Do the men and women of the above
listed corps not share these same hard-
ships? Many do not, but a small percent-
age do and this small group has fought
and died alongside the infantry.

Some people will say that I am crying.
To them I say, “fine.” But for those of us
who have seen some combat, we take
pride in having done so. And, like any-
thing you take pride in, you want the
world to know. To support soldiers every-
where, I don’t expect anything to come of
this. But one day we will stand equal with
those certain combat arms soldiers with
whom we fought, bled and died.

Sgt. 1st Class Charles F. Grubb

Fort Bragg, N.C.

Wyoming supports troops

I was recently in the Big Horn Basin
area of Wyoming and would like to point
out the level of appreciation for the
troops deployed around the world.

One specific comment that comes to
mind was from a 90-year-old woman,
which was: “We are kind of sheltered
from what is going on around the rest of
the world, but we sure do appreciate all
that you folks are doing for us.”

I can honestly say that I did not see a
vehicle without a troop support magnet,
sticker, flag, etc. It was very uplifting to
see that large amount of people showing
caring support.

Thanks, Wyoming.
Staff Sgt. Flores Richard

Heidelberg, Germany

AAFES can’t spin away taxes

A few days ago, I read a letter to the edi-
tor (“AAFES often wins comparison,”
Feb. 22) that indicated Pacific Air Forces
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
gas stations are providing $2 coupons to-
ward purchases of eight or more gallons
of gas. Can anybody out there confirm
this?

I inquired about this policy on the
AAFES Web site customer service page,
but haven’t received any response from
them. If it’s true, why don’t we get the
same benefit here in U.S. Air Forces Eu-
rope?

I also noticed on American Forces Net-
work’s “On Assignment” that an AAFES
rep was discussing gas prices, and it ap-
peared she was going over the reasons
why we’re paying more than the stateside
average price for gas. Why does AFN
need to do a spot on gas prices, when we
all know that we’re paying 40 to 50 cents
of U.S. federal and state tax on gas here
in Europe. Average stateside prices are
based on after-tax costs. AAFES is sup-
posed to be tax-free, but ask yourself if
things are really as they seem.

A tax is a tax is a tax, no matter how
AAFES reps spin the story.

Why can’t AAFES just come out and
say that it’s basing prices on after-tax av-
erage prices? At least then we’d all know
the true story, and AAFES could pull the
commercials that tout “tax-free savings.”

Master Sgt. Burl Stubblefield
Ramstein Air Base, Germany

Change ‘separation allowance’

I am responding to “Separation allow-
ance not clear,” (letter, Feb. 7). I under-
stand 100 percent where the letter writer
is coming from.

I am also a National Guard soldier who
is stationed in Kosovo. I am divorced
with two children and I had to give my
daughters to my ex-wife. Well, I was also
told that I don’t qualify for family separa-
tion allowance. Last time I checked, my
daughters are my family.

What this family separation says to me
is that kids are not family unless you are
married. I believe the writer of “Separa-
tion allowance not clear” is right. They
should change it to spousal separation. It
would relieve the confusion and would
be politically correct to do so.

Spc. Jeffrey M. Wynn
Kosovo
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY ANDREW J. BACEVICH

A
mericans of a certain age will re-
call Douglas MacArthur’s pithy
aphorism: “There is no substitute
for victory.” The remark captures

an essential element of our military tradi-
tion. When the United States goes to war, it
fights to win, to force the enemy to do our
will. To sacrifice our soldiers’ lives for any-
thing less — as MacArthur charged was the
case in Korea and later unambiguously be-
came the case in Vietnam — smacks of
being somehow un-American.

But among the various official statements
being issued to explain events in Iraq, any
mention of military victory has become nota-
ble by its absence. Tacitly — unnoticed even
by the war’s critics — the Bush administra-
tion has all but given up any expectation of
defeating the enemy with whom we are en-
gaged.

In the early days of the insurgency, Lt.
Gen. Ricardo Sanchez vowed to use “whatev-
er combat power is necessary to win,” dis-
playing all the pugnacity of a George Patton
or Stormin’ Norman Schwarzkopf. “That’s
what America expects of me,” declared
Sanchez in December 2003, “and that’s what
I’m going to accomplish.” Senior command-
ers no longer make such bold promises. Nor
do senior civilian officials in Washington.

Indeed, today the Bush administration’s
aim is not to win but to relieve itself of re-
sponsibility for waging a war that it began
but cannot finish. Debate in national securi-
ty circles focuses not on deploying war-win-
ning technologies or fielding innovative tac-
tics that might turn the tide, but on how we

can extricate ourselves before our over-
stretched forces suffer irreparable damage.

Optimists are placing their hopes on a
crash program to create a new Iraqi security
force that just might permit us in a year or
so to begin reducing the size of our garrison.
Pessimists have their doubts. But virtually
no one is predicting we will be even remote-
ly close to crushing the insurgency. The deci-
sive victory promised by the war’s advo-
cates back in March 2003 — remember all
the talk of “shock and awe”? — has now
slipped beyond our grasp.

Of course, following the heady assault on
Baghdad, the conflict took an unexpected
turn — precisely as wars throughout history
have tended to do. As a consequence, today a
low-tech enemy force estimated at about
10,000 fighters has stymied the mightiest
military establishment the world has ever
seen. To be sure, the adversary cannot de-
feat us militarily. But neither can we defeat
it. In short, U.S. troops today are no longer
fighting to win, but simply to buy time: This
has become the Bush administration’s substi-
tute for victory. Worse, in a war such as in
Iraq, time is more likely to work in the other
guy’s favor.

Whether this reality has yet to fully sink in
with the majority of the American people is
unclear. No doubt President Bush hopes the
citizenry will continue to snooze. Better to
talk about Social Security reform and ban-
ning gay marriage than to call attention to
the unhappy fact that we are spending sever-
al billion dollars per month and losing, on av-
erage, two soldiers per day — not to prevail
but simply to prolong the stalemate. More-
over, if the administration gets its way, we

can expect that expenditure of blood and
treasure to continue for many months, until
there emerges an Iraqi government able to
fend for itself or Iraq descends into chaos.

Pending the final judgment, this much we
can say for sure: Two years after the dash on
Baghdad seemingly affirmed the invincibili-
ty of the U.S. armed forces, the actual limits
of American power now lay exposed for all
to see. Our adversaries, real and potential,
are no doubt busy contemplating the implica-
tions of those limits.

So too must we. Our effort to do so should
begin with the admission that the idea, pro-
moted during the heady spring of 2003, that
through the aggressive use of military
power the United States might transform
the Islamic world and cement U.S. global
pre-eminence was a dangerous delusion. It
remains a delusion today.

Andrew J. Bacevich is professor of international
relations at Boston University and author of
“The New American Militarism: How Americans
Are Seduced by War.” This column first appeared
in the Los Angeles Times.

Bush right to seek to influence hearts and minds
BY JAMES K. GLASSMAN

Scripps Howard

W
hile President Bush has sent
Congress a budget that keeps
the growth of discretionary pro-
grams below the rate of infla-

tion, he has proposed increasing outlays on
public diplomacy by about one-fifth.

That’s a smart move, and it shows that
something important is changing in the sec-
ond term.

As Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
said last month, “Public diplomacy will be a
top priority for me and for the professionals
I lead.” It’s about time.

Public diplomacy, or PD, is the promotion
of the national interest by informing, engag-
ing and influencing people around the
world. In the past, with institutions such as
Radio Free Europe and the U.S. Information
Agency, we had no equal, and PD played a
key role in winning the Cold War. No won-
der. The United States is home to Hollywood
and Madison Avenue, to state-of-the-art mar-
keting research and political campaigns. We
know how to communicate.

Of course, policy counts most, and many
foreigners simply disagree with our policies
— in Iraq, on the environment, on trade. But
we have a better chance of winning them
over if we explain ourselves well — a task
that is practically impossible right now. The
problem isn’t the State Department. It’s big-
ger. Public diplomacy lacks strategic direc-
tion, clear goals, a method of assessing
whether programs are working, and money.

But there’s no doubt that Rice under-
stands this and is out to fix it, and the presi-
dent’s current trip to Europe reflects her
new emphasis. The road to Brussels was
paved, by Rice herself and others, with
smooth and effective use of public (as well
as official) diplomacy. Even the antagonistic
New York Times headlined Sunday, “Opin-
ion Is Softening on Divided Continent.”

Some call public diplomacy “soft power,”
but that’s nonsense. In addition to long-term
projects such as exchange programs for stu-
dents and foreign officials, PD can be tough
and aggressive and immediate.

Imagine, for example, a kind of rapid-re-
sponse truth squad, which would immediate-
ly counter the hundreds of lies and distor-
tions about the United States that appear
each day in the world press.

In 2003, I served on the Advisory Group
on Public Diplomacy for the Arab and Mus-
lim World, a commission established by Con-
gress and headed by a respected ambassa-
dor, Edward Djerejian, who served presi-
dents of both parties. What we found was
shocking. Among other things, the United
States has fewer than a half-dozen Arabic
speakers who can debate policy on TV in the
Middle East.

Public diplomacy played a big role in win-
ning the Cold War but, after the Berlin Wall
came down, the magnificent PD apparatus

was dismantled, bit by bit, by left and right.
During the 1980s and 1990s, staffing
dropped by one-third and funding, adjusted
for inflation, by one-fourth.

“A process of unilateral disarmament in
the weapons of advocacy over the last de-
cade,” said the Djerejian report, “has con-
tributed to widespread hostility toward
Americans and left us vulnerable to lethal
threats to our interests and our safety.”

Most of this disarmament occurred dur-
ing the Clinton administration. But in the
first term of George W. Bush, public diplo-
macy did not receive the attention it de-
served. I can forgive the president and his
advisers; they were hustling to restore the
military readiness that had also been ne-
glected under Clinton. Still, the top PD post
in the State Department went unfilled for
nearly two years.

Now, Bush and Rice have signaled that
they are serious about restoring PD to its
rightful place in the nation’s armamentari-

um. In her prepared statement at confirma-
tion hearings last month, Rice said, “We
need to do much more to confront hateful
propaganda, dispel dangerous myths and
get out the truth. We will increase our ex-
changes with the rest of the world. And
Americans should make a serious effort to
understand other cultures and learn foreign
languages. … If our public diplomacy efforts
are to succeed, we cannot close ourselves off
from the world.”

Even with the proposed increases, public
diplomacy remains, as the Djerejian report
said, “absurdly and dangerously underfund-
ed … in this time of peril.” But money isn’t
the whole problem. PD needs, first and fore-
most, to be taken seriously in the White
House as a way to win the war against terror-
ism and the battle for global democracy and
prosperity. The signs, in the first month of
the new administration, are hopeful.

James K. Glassman is a fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute and host of the Web site
TechCentralStation.com.

Keeping enemy at bay substitutes for victory

OPINION
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The sun and Uranus brush shoul-
ders at the cosmic coffee shop, and
it’s “Hello, old friend, do catch me
up.” You could unexpected-
ly run into an old friend of
your own — or an old
habit, vivid memory or lost
piece of paper. The point is
to check in and realize
where you came from and
how far away you are from
there, mentally or physical-
ly.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 24). Your
sunny state of mind helps
you optimize your experi-
ences this year. Big money
springs from an opportunity to use
your unique talent in March. If you
watch your spending, you’ll have
enough for a substantial investment
in July. Providing for future genera-
tions in your family is on your mind
and an achievable goal this year,
too.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Wouldn’t it be nice to have a more
fulfilling social life? You certainly
deserve it, so put a little effort into
this sector of life. Think about who
your friends really are and whom
you would like to add to the roster.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
It’s all out there — and you’ve got
to go out there to get it. Phone calls
bring new work, so start dialing!
Even cold calls are better than
none at all. There’s romantic poten-
tial with a Leo or Pisces.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
This is no time to be laid back. It
seems the aggressive will inherit
the Earth before the meek even
have their first cup of coffee. Set
the bar high. If you’re willing to
practice, your talent brings acclaim.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The boundaries of a relationship
are being challenged. You want to
be loved, not possessed. Don’t rush
matters of the heart — small steps
in the right direction eventually get a
relationship to the promised land.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re
the cheerleader, the taskmaster
and the drill sergeant — whatever
persona is needed to get the job

done. Employees, loved ones and
the general public respond to your
authority. You’ve definitely got style.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Prepare and do your homework.
Your willpower is the secret weap-
on. A sweetheart may use (annoy-

ing) antics to get your
attention. Call ’em as you
see ’em. Singles: Poten-
tial partners find your
ambition sexy.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Getting
started is half the battle
now. If all you do is
tackle the first task of a
new project, you’ve won.
Show your talent to the
right people. The ideal-
ism of a loved one is

more helpful than the pessimism of
an expert.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Your one-on-one skills are put to
use. Establish communication with
someone you have admired from a
distance. Really, romantic competi-
tion is no competition for you. Taste
the good life tonight.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You say “tomato,” and your
pal says “tom-ah-to,” but stylistic
differences are not enough to keep
a budding romance from going full
speed ahead. In fact, the more
different you are, the more attracted
you’ll be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). The way out of the current
dilemma is not the same way you
came into it. Your own vision is the
one to follow. Quietly leave the
others to their devices, and get
creative. Trust your artistry and
inventiveness.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You expect yourself to be brilliant,
and coincidentally, so does every-
one else! Luckily, delivering on
such expectations is something well
within your grasp. At work, don’t
slack off.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The past tugs at your conscience,
and the future tries to seduce you.
The challenge is to stay attentive to
what is happening now. If you can
do this, a workable action plan will
come to mind.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Rock band’s need

4 Jalopy

8 Weak, as an

excuse

12 Privy

13 Sicilian spouter

14 Reunion guest,

maybe

15 Face painting?

17 Tranquil

18 Jamaican export

19 Majestic

21 Cure-all

24 Rage

25 Scoundrel

26 Pinnacle

28 Poultry purchase

32 Lofty

34 Apiary denizen

36 Unrivaled

37 Black-and-white

treats

39 Homer Simpson’s

dad

41 Nipper’s old boss

42 Robitaille of

hockey

44 Sticker’s place

46 Sleeping car

50 Carnival city

51 Duel tool

52 State of being

permeable

56 Bellow

57 Harvest

58 Witness

59 Make — meet

60 Out of the wind

61 Pair in

Tennessee?

Down
1 Matterhorn, e.g.

2 Cattle call

3 Mama Bear’s

recipe

4 Recluse

5 Timetable 

abbr.

6 Blackbirds

7 Page of music

8 Milky

9 Wings

10 Think (over)

11 Tube trophy

16 Monkey suit

20 Curve

21 Reverberate

22 Den

23 Filch

27 Shooter ammo

29 Whale’s cousin

30 Fairy-tale 

opener

31 At hand

33 Screams

35 “Chicago”

lyricist

38 Bottom line

40 One side of the

Urals

43 “It’s a Wonderful

Life” director

45 Wrong (Pref.)

46 Father (Fr.)

47 Word after 

30-Down

48 Take charge

49 Yuletide 

refrain

53 “Norma —”

54 X rating?

55 “Without 

question”

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: My
89-year-old grandmother
has been living with my
parents for the past cou-
ple of years. Although
Grama has some medical
problems, she always has
been spry and indepen-
dent.

My family does not get
to visit often, as we live
several hours away. The
problem is that Mom and
Dad send all of the fami-
ly e-mail, which contains
way too much detail about Gra-
ma’s bowels, diaper changes,
medications, etc.

I don’t want to remember
Grama from the perspective of a
medical caregiver. I think this
blabbing takes away from her
dignity and that she would be
embarrassed and upset knowing
her personal information is dis-
seminated in such a fashion.

I know my parents are avid
readers of yours. I hope they will
read this and mend their ways.

— Grossed-Out Grandchild

Dear Grossed-Out: One of the
reasons your parents are e-mail-
ing this information is because it

is a form of emotional
support for them. They
are sharing their burden
with people who love
Grama, and who will
step in and help if need
be. However, they
shouldn’t force it on
you.

Tell your parents that
you love Grama and
want to know how she’s
doing, but you cannot
handle all the details
about her medical

status.

Dear Annie: I read the letter

from “Indiana,” the man who
likes to wear pantyhose. Shame
on you for insinuating that most
men who wear pantyhose are
cross-dressers. I used to work at
a large hospital, and many of the
male nurses, orderlies and some
doctors wore stockings under
their scrub uniforms for support.

Not only do your legs feel
better at the end of a long day on
your feet, they also aid in helping
to reduce swelling in the feet and
ankles and ward off varicose
veins. I believe NFL star Joe

Namath wore pantyhose during
practice and games for the same
reason.

I say to “Indiana,” if you are
more comfortable with them on,
it does not matter what anyone
else thinks. They are your legs.
— Conservative South Dakotan

Dear S.D.: First, let’s clear up
the Joe Namath myth. He never
said he wore pantyhose during
games and practices. He ap-
peared in an ad extolling their
ability to make your legs look
good.

We don’t give a rat’s patoot
what you wear under your
clothes, and we know there are
some men who wear pantyhose
for support. But the reason panty-
hose reduce swelling is because
they are binding. Standard nylon
pantyhose are not something a
woman wears for comfort, but if
you like them, gei gezundter heyt
(go in good health).

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My son, “Adam,”

is 9. He’s very bright and earns
straight A’s in school. Adam gets
in trouble now and then for goof-
ing off, but nothing serious.

Adam has become friends with
a boy in his class named “Sean,”
who has been in trouble
quite often and has even
been suspended from
school. I happen to know
that Sean’s parents have
drugs in their home and
have been in trouble with
the law.

Although allowing my
son to go to Sean’s house
is out of the question, I
have considered permit-
ting Sean to come here
and play where I can
keep a close eye on him.
I can’t help but see that Sean is

an innocent child who needs a

positive influence. Would I be

wrong to allow Adam to invite

him over? Or should I discourage

this friendship altogether? I’m

unsure how to handle this.

— Protective Mom in Illinois

Dear Mom: You are in a posi-
tion to make an important differ-
ence in that child’s life. You
could be the influence that turns
his life around. The more time
Sean spends in your home, the
more he will be able to experi-
ence what a healthy family is

like. As long as your
son’s friend follows the
rules at your house, I
see no reason why he
should not be invited
over. So be an angel
and throw the boy a
lifeline.

Dear Abby: I

moved in with my
gentleman friend “Vic-
tor” eight months ago. I
have insisted on paying

for my room and board even
though I was between jobs and
money is tight.

Recently, over my objections,
Victor emptied a room of my
personal effects to make room
for his guests. He has put me in a
smaller room, which he also
wants to make available to his

guest’s guests. Mind you, by
“personal effects” I mean my
underwear, jewelry, bills and
personal papers, etc. There is
only one full bathroom in his
house, so this room is also where
I dress and take care of private
matters.

The “guests” are usually Vic-
tor’s grown sons and their girl-
friends. I no longer have warm,
fuzzy feelings for this man. Am I
being unreasonable or unforgiv-
ing? Victor says I don’t need to
go, but I think it’s time I move
on. What do you think?

— Unfair in Florida

Dear Unfair: By moving your
belongings over your objection,
Victor has sent you an important
message. He may think you don’t
need to go, but since you no
longer have “warm, fuzzy feel-
ings” for him, I agree that you
must. It’s not unreasonable or
unforgiving, it is rational.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Be good influence for son’s friend

Grandma’s medical updates too much

Dear Abby
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AFN TV & Radio
Thursday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Providence at Seton Hall (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball:

Boston College at Villanova (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—Pro basketball: Hous-

ton at San Antonio (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—Boxing: Ballroom Box-

ing (dld).
AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-

pionships, Accenture Match Play Champion-
ship, 1st and 2nd rounds.

Friday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Wisconsin at Michigan St.
AFN-Sports and Radio, 2 a.m.—Pro basket-

ball: Philadelphia at New York.
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—College basketball:

Marquette at Cincinnati.
AFN-Sports, 3:30 a.m.—Pro basketball: Sac-

ramento at Dallas.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball: Ar-

izona St. at Washington (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball:

Marquette at Cincinnati (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—College basketball:

Gonzaga at Portland (dld).
AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-

pionships, Accenture Match Play Champion-
ship, 3rd round.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday
1. Illinois (27-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Northwestern, Wednesday.
2. North Carolina (23-3) beat North Caroli-

na State 81-71. Next: at Maryland, Sunday.
3. Boston College (22-1) did not play. Next:

at No. 23 Villanova, Wednesday.
4. Oklahoma State (20-4) lost to Nebraska

74-67. Next: at No. 8 Kansas, Sunday.
5. Kentucky (20-3) did not play. Next: vs.

Auburn, Wednesday.
6. Wake Forest (22-4) did not play. Next:

vs. Longwood, Wednesday.
7. Duke (19-4) did not play. Next: at Geor-

gia Tech, Wednesday.
8. Kansas (20-4) did not play. Next: vs. No.

4 Oklahoma State, Sunday.
9. Arizona (23-4) did not play. Next: at

Washington State, Thursday.
10. Michigan State (19-4) did not play.

Next: vs. No. 20 Wisconsin, Thursday.
11. Louisville (23-4) did not play. Next: at

Memphis, Saturday.
12. Gonzaga (21-4) did not play. Next: at

Portland, Thursday.
13. Utah (23-4) did not play. Next: at

Brigham Young, Saturday.
14. Washington (21-4) did not play. Next:

vs. Arizona State, Thursday.
15. Syracuse (22-5) did not play. Next: vs.

St. John’s, Wednesday.
16. Alabama (21-5) lost to LSU 61-59. Next:

vs. No. 5 Kentucky, Saturday.
17. Connecticut (18-6) did not play. Next:

at No. 18 Pittsburgh, Saturday.
18. Pittsburgh (18-5) did not play. Next: vs.

West Virginia, Wednesday.
19. Pacific (22-2) did not play. Next: vs. Cal

State Northridge, Saturday.
20. Wisconsin (17-6) did not play. Next: at

No. 10 Michigan State, Thursday.
21. Charlotte (19-4) did not play. Next: vs.

Memphis, Wednesday.
22. Oklahoma (20-6) did not play. Next: vs.

Baylor, Saturday.
23. Villanova (17-6) did not play. Next: vs.

No. 3 Boston College, Wednesday.
24. Cincinnati (20-6) did not play. Next: vs.

Marquette, Thursday.
25. Nevada (21-5) did not play. Next: at

Fresno State, Saturday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Alvernia 64, Cabrini 56
Brown 70, Yale 64
Caldwell 68, Sciences, Pa. 56
Catholic 55, Salisbury St. 54
Curry 76, Colby-Sawyer 71
Dayton 68, St. Bonaventure 61
Dominican, N.Y. 74, N.J. Tech 69
Felician 99, Wilmington, Del. 74
Franklin & Marshall 74, Johns Hopkins 70
Gettysburg 88, Dickinson 54
Goucher 86, St. Mary’s, Md. 83
Haverford 92, Swarthmore 79
Nyack 88, Post, Conn. 79, OT
Plymouth St. 112, Mass.-Boston 94
Saint Joseph’s 63, Temple 56
Seton Hill 80, Malone 75
St. Joseph’s, Maine 68, Newbury 56
St. Rose 85, St. Michael’s 77
Thiel 110, Westminster, Pa. 107
Ursinus 76, Muhlenberg 71
Utica 75, Hartwick 72
Washington & Jefferson 88, Waynesburg 64
Washington, Md. 95, McDaniel 83
York, Pa. 78, Gallaudet 65

SOUTH
Appalachian St. 72, W. Carolina 54
Apprentice 100, S. Virginia 56
Central St., Ohio 90, Kentucky St. 89
Clemson 97, Maryland 93
Davidson 75, The Citadel 68
E. Kentucky 69, Morehead St. 61
LSU 61, Alabama 59
Lipscomb 59, Belmont 58
Miami 65, Florida St. 49
North Carolina 81, N.C. State 71
Samford 84, Jacksonville St. 75
Tennessee Tech 74, Austin Peay 59
Transylvania 81, Anderson, Ind. 64
UNC-Greensboro 69, Elon 60

MIDWEST
Ashland 100, Tiffin 85
Benedictine,Ill. 87, Eureka 42
Blackburn 98, Mac Murray 85
Buena Vista 103, Cent. Iowa 80
Clarke 76, Concordia, Ill. 50
Coe 82, Dubuque 62
Creighton 69, Evansville 64
DePaul 76, South Florida 69
Drake 63, Indiana St. 60
Greenville 68, Fontbonne 53
Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 90, Chicago St. 62
Indiana 79, Purdue 62
Luther 79, Loras 74, OT
Missouri 63, Colorado 54

Nebraska 74, Oklahoma St. 67
Principia 71, Westminster, Mo. 69
Rockford 58, Dominican, Ill. 46
St. Cloud St. 80, Upper Iowa 56
St. Xavier 71, Olivet Nazarene 66
UMKC 77, Oral Roberts 70
Wartburg 73, Simpson, Iowa 70, OT

SOUTHWEST
Dallas 82, Parker College 71
Texas A&M 75, Iowa St. 59
Texas Coll. 64, Texas A&M-International 59
Texas Tech 69, Texas 65

FAR WEST
Fort Lewis 83, Adams St. 54
N. Colorado 83, Colorado College 67

TOURNAMENT
AMC/NAIA Qualifying Tournament

Quarterfinals
Cedarville 88, Point Park 62
Geneva 96, Mount Vernon Nazarene 67

Allegheny Mountain Conference
First Round

Lake Erie 85, Frostburg St. 67
Commonwealth Coast Conference

Quarterfinals
Endicott 71, Nichols 63
Salve Regina 67, Gordon 60

Dakota Athletic Conference
First Round

Dakota St. 92, Jamestown 62
Mary 78, Dickinson St. 63
Mayville St. 80, S. Dakota Tech 71
Minot St. 72, Si Tanka-Huron 63
Great Northeast Athletic Conference

Quarterfinals
Johnson & Wales, R.I. 57, W. New England 52
Norwich 83, Daniel Webster 60

Great Plains Athletic Conference
First Round

Concordia, Neb. 78, Doane 67
Morningside 93, Briar Cliff 86
Northwestern, Iowa 80, Dana 78
Sioux Falls 68, Mount Marty 61

Heartland Conference
Quarterfinals

Bluffton 77, Manchester 70
Franklin 73, Mount St. Joseph 66
Hanover 78, Defiance 60

Little East Conference
First Round

Mass.-Dartmouth 89, Keene St. 82
Rhode Island Coll. 85, S. Maine 65

MIAC Tournament
Quarterfinals

Bethel, Minn. 79, Concordia, Moor. 77, OT
Carleton 81, Macalester 77

Newmac
First Round

Springfield 71, Babson 68
Wheaton, Mass. 61, MIT 56

North Atlantic Conference
First Round

Castleton St. 88, Mount Ida 87
Elms 73, Johnson St. 58
Husson 91, Maine-Farmington 78
Lasell 83, Thomas, Maine 51

North Coast Conference
Quarterfinals

Earlham 92, Denison 72
Wabash 62, Ohio Weslyn 52
Wittenberg 74, Allegheny 46
Wooster 95, Kenyon 56

Skyline Conference
Quarterfinals

Farmingdale 83, Mount St. Vincent 58
Kings Point 62, Old Westbury 58
Manhattanville 65, Stevens Tech 64
Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 97, Yeshiva 70

Sunyac
Quarterfinals

Cortland St. 57, Oneonta 56
Oswego St. 87, Geneseo St. 78, OT
Potsdam 89, Buffalo St. 73

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Tuesday

1. LSU (25-1) did not play. Next: at Arkan-
sas, Thursday.
2. Duke (25-2) did not play. Next: vs. Miami,
Thursday.
3. Stanford (24-2) did not play. Next: vs. Or-
egon, Thursday.
4. Ohio State (25-3) did not play. Next: at
Purdue, Thursday.
5. Tennessee (21-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi State, Thursday.
6. Baylor (21-3) did not play. Next: at Kan-
sas, Wednesday.
6. Michigan State (24-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Michigan, Wednesday.
8. North Carolina (22-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Virginia, Thursday.
9. Rutgers (21-5) beat No. 24 Boston Col-
lege 54-36. Next: at Pittsburgh, Friday.
10. Notre Dame (23-4) did not play. Next:
vs. West Virginia, Saturday.
11. Connecticut (19-6) beat Pittsburgh
97-49. Next: at No. 24 Boston Coll., Saturday.
12. DePaul (23-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Marquette, Sunday.
13. Texas (17-7) did not play. Next: vs. Colo-
rado, Wednesday.
14. Texas Tech (19-5) did not play. Next: at
Oklahoma, Wednesday.
15. Minnesota (20-6) did not play. Next: at
Indiana, Thursday.
16. Temple (22-3) did not play. Next: at
Massachusetts, Thursday.
17. Kansas State (18-6) did not play. Next:
at Nebraska, Wednesday.
18. Georgia (20-7) did not play. Next: at
Florida, Thursday.
19. North Carolina State (19-6) did not play.
Next: at Wake Forest, Thursday.
20. Vanderbilt (19-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Alabama, Thursday.
21. Iowa State (19-5) did not play. Next: at
Missouri, Wednesday.

22. Penn State (18-8) did not play. Next: at
No. 4 Ohio State, Sunday.
23. Maryland (18-7) did not play. Next: vs.

Virginia Tech, Thursday.
24. Boston Coll. (17-8) lost to No. 9 Rutgers

54-36. Next: vs. No. 11 Connecticut, Saturday.
25. Gonzaga (24-2) did not play. Next: vs.

Portland, Saturday.

Tuesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Alvernia 98, Neumann 45
Babson 64, Wellesley 46
Bryn Mawr 47, Washington, Md. 44
Clark U. 66, Coast Guard 57
Connecticut 97, Pittsburgh 49
Cortland St. 52, Geneseo St. 51
Dickinson 86, Gettysburg 83
E. Connecticut 71, W. Connecticut 52
Endicott 75, E. Nazarene 59
Felician 78, Wilmington, Del. 68
Georgetown 64, St. John’s 57
Johns Hopkins 78, Franklin & Marshall 50
Keene St. 68, Plymouth St. 57
Lincoln, Pa. 64, N.J. City 58
Merrimack 70, Bryant 66
Misericordia 66, Rosemont 56
N.J. Tech 68, Dominican, N.Y. 64
Ohio Weslyn 57, Allegheny 51
Penn 58, Princeton 50
Penn St. Behrend 64, Pitt.-Bradford 43
Post, Conn. 82, Georgian Court 47
Roberts Wesleyan 72, Urbana 58
Rutgers 54, Boston College 36
S. Maine 90, Mass.-Boston 54
Salisbury 71, St. Mary’s, Md. 56
Sciences, Pa. 78, Caldwell 63
Seton Hill 71, Malone 57
St. Joseph’s, Maine 51, Newbury 33
St. Michael’s 71, St. Rose 64
Stevens Tech 72, Centenary, N.J. 42
Swarthmore 73, Haverford 42
Thiel 73, Bethany,W.Va. 63
Ursinus 73, Muhlenberg 62
Utica 71, Hartwick 65
Villanova 54, Seton Hall 43
West Virginia 99, Providence 59
Westminster, Pa. 54, Waynesburg 43

SOUTH
Central St., Ohio 74, Kentucky St. 54
Ferrum 64, N.C. Wesleyan 59
Jacksonville St. 60, Samford 57
Kentucky Christian 64, Midway 53
Lindsey Wilson 78, Knoxville 41
Piedmont 86, Emory 78
Shaw 92, Virginia St. 75
Stillman 79, Oakwood 26
Tennessee Tech 70, Austin Peay 60

MIDWEST
Blackburn 61, Mac Murray 54
Buena Vista 71, Dubuque 58
Fontbonne 85, Greenville 68
Huntington 89, St. Francis, Ind. 88
Illinois 86, Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayne 37
Illinois Weslyn 64, Elmhurst 55
Millikin 72, Carthage 60
Simpson, Iowa 73, Cent. Iowa 67
Upper Iowa 63, Rockhurst 62
W. Michigan 59, N. Illinois 56
Wartburg 73, Loras 53
Westminster, Mo. 68, Principia 52
Wheaton, Ill. 70, North Central 64, OT

SOUTHWEST
TCU 74, N. Dakota St. 43
Texas A&M-C.C 68, Texas-Pan American 48
Texas A&M-International 95, Texas Coll. 39

FAR WEST
Montana St.-Billings 59, W. Oregon 34

TOURNAMENT
AMC/NAIA Qualifying Tournament

Quarterfinals
Rio Grande 84, Notre Dame Coll. 80
Shawnee St. 92, St. Vincent 71

CUNY Athletic Conference
Semifinals

Hunter 51, Baruch 47
Staten Island 79, Lehman 64

Commonwealth Coast Conference
First Round

Colby-Sawyer 86, Nichols 39
Salve Regina 58, New England Coll. 45

Heartland Conference
Quarterfinals

Franklin 83, Bluffton 48
Manchester 59, Defiance 45
Mount St. Joseph 69, Hanover 64
Transylvania 66, Anderson, Ind. 49

Little East
First Round

Rhode Island Coll. 75, Mass.-Dartmouth 63
New Jersey Athletic Conference

First Round
William Paterson 59, Rutgers-Newark 45

Newmac
First Round

Mount Holyoke 64, Worcester Tech 49
Springfield 69, Wheaton, Mass. 52

North Atlantic Conference
First Round

Castleton St. 70, Becker 50
Maine Maritime 62, Thomas, Maine 54
Maine-Farmington 78, Husson 74
Mount Ida 73, Elms 64

North Coast Conference
Quarterfinals

Denison 65, Oberlin 45
Kenyon 69, Hiram 28
Wittenberg 73, Wooster 51

Ohio Conference
Quarterfinals

Baldwin-Wallace 72, Ohio Northern 58
Capital 71, Marietta 53
Otterbein 76, John Carroll 68
Wilmington, Ohio 79, Heidelberg 61

Skyline Conference
Quarterfinals

Kings Point 61, Manhattanville 46
Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 88, Mount St. Vincent 49

Sunyac
Quarterfinals

Brockport 57, Plattsburgh 45
Oneonta 56, Fredonia St. 38

EXHIBITION
Luther 79, Slovak Republic 43

College baseball
Tuesday’s scores

SOUTH
Auburn 12, Troy 2
Belhaven 14, Tougaloo 1
Charlotte 5, Longwood 1
Delta St. 7, Union, Tenn. 1
Fla. Gulf Coast 3, St. Vincent 0
Florida 18, Florida A&M 3
Florida St. 5, Stetson 4
George Washington 6, Old Dominion 3
Georgia 3, Mercer 1
Georgia Tech at Georgia St., ppd.
High Point 3, Gardner-Webb 2
Lipcomb at Tenn.-Martin, ppd., rain
Limestone 15, S.C.-Upstate 5
Louisiana-Lafayette 6, Nicholls St. 2
Louisiana-Monroe 10, Grambling St. 3
Mississippi 18, Belmont 0
Mobile 5-3, Faulkner 4-0
Montevallo 14-12, Tuskegee 4-2
Morehead St. 17, Campbellsville 16
North Carolina 5, N.C.-Wilmington 3
N.C. State 10, Willima & Mary 4
Northwestern St. 8, Louisiana Tech 1
South Alabama 9, Southern Miss. 6
SE Louisiana 15, Loyola, N.O. 6
Tennessee 16, Tennessee Tech 1
UCF 6, Bethune-Cookman 5
UNC-Greensboro 10, N. Carolina A&T 5
Valdosta St. 4, Columbus St. 3
Wake Forest 11, Appalachian St. 4
Washington & Lee 5, S. Virginia 4
Webber 10, Southeastern, Fla. 9

MIDWEST
Evansville 9, Brescia 4
Indiana 5, DePauw 0

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 7, Murray St. 4
Hardin-Simmons 2, Trinity, Texas 1
Mary Hardin-Bay. 6, SW Assemblies of God 5
McMurry 7, Trinity, Texas 0
McNeese St. at Baylor, ppd., weather
Oklahoma City 17, Bacone 9
Rice 4, Houston 3, 10 innings
St. Mary’s, Texas 9, Angelo St. 5
Sam Houston St. 12, TCU 6
Southwestern, Texas 7, Texas-Dallas 0
Tarleton St. 5-5, Incarnate Word 4-6
Texas 5, Texas-Arlington 4
Texas A&M 4, Texas-San Antonio 1
Texas Tech 7, Dallas Baptist 0
W. Texas A&M 7, Wayland Baptist 6

FAR WEST
Nevada at Sacramento St., ppd., rain
Pepperdine at UC Irvine, ppd., rain
San Diego St. at CS Northridge, ppd., rain
Southern Cal at UC Santa Barbara, ppd., rain
UC Davis at San Francisco, ppd., rain
UCLA at UC Riverside, ppd., rain

Tennis
Dubai Championships

Wednesday
At Dubai Tennis Stadium

Dubai, UAE
Purse: $1 million (Intl. Gold)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Ivo
Minar, Czech Republic, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 7-6 (5).
Ivan Ljubicic (8), Croatia, def. Jean-Rene Li-

snard, France, 6-1, 6-1.
Second Round

Nikolay Davydenko (6), Russia, def. Do-
minik Hrbaty, Slovakia, 7-5, 6-3.
Tommy Robredo (5), Spain, def. Tomas Ber-

dych, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4.

Qatar Open
Wednesday

At The Khalifa Tennis Centre
Doha, Qatar

Purse: $600,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Maria Sharapova (2), Russia, def. Gisela
Dulko, Argentina, 6-1, 6-1.
Alicia Molik (4), Australia, def. Nicole

Pratt, Australia, 6-3, 6-2.
Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Elena

Bovina (6), Russia, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3.

Tennis Channel Open
Tuesday

At The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Purse: $380,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Wayne Arthurs, Australia, def. Taylor Dent
(4), United States, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (4).
Mario Ancic (3), Croatia, def. Brendan

Evans, United States, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.
Glenn Weiner, United States, def. Frank

Dancevic, Canada, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Kevin Kim (5), United States, def. Horia

Tecau, Romania, 6-3, 6-2.

Davide Sanguinetti, Italy, def. Michael
Kohlmann, Germany, 6-4, 6-7 (2), 6-3.
Mark Philippoussis, Australia, def. Tomas
Behrend, Germany, 7-5, 1-6, 6-4.
Janko Tipsarevic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.
Jan-Michael Gambill, United States, 6-4, 6-2.
Vince Spadea (2), United States, def. Bobby

Reynolds, United States, 1-6, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (2).
Paul Goldstein, United States, def. Donald
Young, United States, 6-3, 6-1.
James Blake, United States, def. Kenneth
Carlsen (7), Denmark, 7-6 (9), 7-5.

Mexican Open
Tuesday

At The Fairmont Acapulco Princess
Acapulco, Mexico

Purse: Men, $643,000 (Intl. Gold); Women,
$180,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Men

First Round
Filippo Volandri (6), Italy, def. Mariano Za-
baleta (9), Argentina, 6-2, 7-6 (8).
Oscar Hernandez (17), Spain, def. David
Sanchez (14), Spain, 6-4, 6-2.
Rafael Nadal (8), Spain, def. Alex Calatra-
va, Spain, 6-4, 6-4.
Alberto Martin, Spain, def. Jiri Vanek,
Czech Republic, 6-0, 2-6, 7-6 (7).
Nicolas Devilder, France, def. Jose Acasu-
so, Argentina, 6-4, 6-4.
Felix Mantilla, Spain, def. Miguel Gallardo
Valles, Mexico, 6-1, 6-1.
David Ferrer (7), Spain, def. Ricardo Mello,
Brazil, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.
Tomas Zib, Czech Republic, def. Gaston
Gaudio (2), Argentina, 2-6, 7-5, retired.
CarlosMoya (1), Spain, def. Nicolas Lapent-
ti, Ecuador, 6-4, 7-6 (4)

Deals
Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Claimed OF Matt
Diaz off waivers from Tampa Bay.
OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agreed to terms

with RHP Joe Blanton, RHP Danny Haren, LHP
Tyler Johnson, RHP Chris Mabeus, LHP Dan
Meyer, LHP John Rheinecker, C John Baker, C
Jeremy Brown, INF Freddie Bynum, INF Dan
Johnson, INF Adam Morrissey, INF Mike
Rouse, OF Jason Perry and OF Nick Swisher
on one-year contracts.

National League
HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Ezequiel Astacio, RHP Chad Harville and
RHP Dan Wheeler on one-year contracts.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Promoted Nicole

Saunches to assistant director of media rela-
tions. Named John Steinmiller media rela-
tions associate.
WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to

terms with RHP Jon Rauch.
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
ATLANTA HAWKS—Placed C Kevin Willis

on the injured list. Activated F Al Harrington
from the injured list.
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—Signed F James

Thomas to a 10-day contract.
MILWAUKEE BUCKS—Placed C Daniel Santi-

ago on the injured list. Activated F Marcus
Fizer from the injured list.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BALTIMORE RAVENS—Released WR Kevin
Johnson.
BUFFALO BILLS—Released QB Drew Bled-

soe.
CAROLINA PANTHERS—Signed RB Rod

Smart to a four-year contract extension.
Named Paul Ferraro special teams assis-
tant/assistant strength and conditioning
coach.
CHICAGO BEARS—Released QB Jonathan

Quinn.
CLEVELAND BROWNS—Released QB Jeff

Garcia.
DALLAS COWBOYS—Released DE Marcel-

lus Wiley and C Gennaro DiNapoli.
DETROIT LIONS—Released S Brian Walker

and WR Tim Van Zant. Re-signed G Tyrone
Hopson.
GREEN BAY PACKERS—Named James Fran-

klin wide receivers coach.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Designated RB Edg-

errin James as their franchise player.
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Designated S

Donovin Darius as their franchise player.
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Released DE Vonnie

Holliday.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Named Wes Chan-

dler wide receivers coach. Released C Cory
Withrow, RB Larry Ned, CB Terrance Shaw,
CB Rhett Nelson and WR Kenny Clark.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Designated K

Adam Vinatieri as their franchise player.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Re-signed S Jay

Bellamy to a three-year contract.
NEW YORK GIANTS—Released S Omar

Stoutmire, CB Terry Cousin, DE Lorenzo Bro-
mell and DT Martin Chase. Waived RB Anto-
nio Womack.
NEW YORK JETS— Waived WR Donovan

Morgan and DT Alonzo Shuler. Placed CB
Jamie Henderson on the waived-failed physi-
cal list. Announced Dick Curl’s new title is as-
sistant to the head coach-running backs
coach.
OAKLAND RAIDERS—Designated CB Charles

Woodson franchise player. Re-signed WR
Jerry Porter to a multiyear contract.
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES—Signed TE James
Whalen to a two-year contract.
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS—Released WR-KR
Tim Dwight.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Designated LB
Julian Peterson as their franchise player.
Named Bishop Harris running backs coach,
Pete Hoener tight ends coach, Vance Joseph
assistant secondary coach and Ben McAdoo
assistant offensive line coach and offensive
quality control coach.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Signed QBMatt Has-
selbeck to a six-year contract. Designated
RB Shaun Alexander as their franchise play-
er. Announced the resignation of Bob Fergu-
son, general manager.
WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Released DL Jer-
maine Haley and OL Vaughn Parker.

COLLEGE
ALABAMA—Announced the retirement of
Rick Moody, women’s basketball coach, ef-
fective at the end of the season.
EAST CAROLINA—Fired Bill Herrion, men’s
basketball coach, effective at the end of the
season.
MISSISSIPPI—Named Tony Hughes assis-
tant defensive backs coach.
OKLAHOMA—Named Jon Fabris defensive
ends coach and Bobby Jack Wright second-
ary coach.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — When
Brian Jordan walked into the club-
house for spring training, his old
locker was waiting for him.

So were plenty of friends.
Hey, it’s like nothing really

changed while Jordan was away
from the Atlanta Braves.

“I was in a time warp,” he
quipped. “A miserable time
warp.”

Jordan rejoined the Braves a
month before the start of spring
training, trying to revive a career
that’s been plagued by injuries.
He’s almost 38, so nothing is guar-
anteed. But at least he’s home
again.

“They really took care of me,”
Jordan said Tuesday, sitting at
his familiar stall in the clubhouse.

He played with the Braves
from 1999-01, putting up a ca-
reer-high 115 RBIs his first sea-
son and providing a fiery pres-
ence in the clubhouse.

Then, Jordan was traded to the
Dodgers — a bitter blow consider-
ing Atlanta had been his home for
more than decade, dating back to
his days as a Pro Bowl safety for
the NFL Falcons.

He didn’t like the way he was
told — with a phone call instead
of face to face — and he didn’t
want to leave his wife and kids.

But Jordan also understood
that being traded was part of the
business, especially when the
Braves were able to land Gary
Sheffield from Los Angeles.

“Sheff is a great player,” Jor-
dan said. “I just wanted to stay
and play with him.”

The last two seasons, Jordan
wasn’t able to play much with any-
one. He underwent major knee
surgery in 2003, limiting him to
66 games for the Dodgers. Mov-
ing on to Texas, he got in just 61
games a year ago, conceding that
he should have given his ailing
left knee more time to heal.

“I would have been
smart to sit out half a
season last year,” he
said, rubbing a knee
that is pockmarked
with surgical scars.

“That’s why you
should always listen
to your doctor.”

Jordan batted .222
last season — his low-
est average since he
was rookie with the
Cardinals in 1992,
still trying to make the switch
from football to baseball.

Clearly, he wasn’t the same
player.

“You don’t want to play worry-
ing about injuries,” Jordan said.

“I was scared to make any

wrong moves. It took away my ag-
gressiveness. That’s not me.”

There weren’t a lot of offers
when the Rangers let him go. But
Jordan didn’t give up, going
through a strenuous offseason
program that knocked off a few
pounds and bulked up his knee.

“The knee has
come around,” Jor-
dan insisted. “I feel
like I can be my-
self again.”

He was thrilled
to hear from his
agent that the
Braves were inter-
ested. The team
had two openings
in the outfield, los-
ing J.D. Drew as a
free agent and trad-

ing co-left fielders Charles Tho-
mas and Eli Marrero.

The Braves signed Raul Monde-
si as Drew’s replacement in right
and brought in Jordan to compete
with several younger players in
left. By baseball standards, he

agreed to a bottom-of-the-barrell
deal — one year at $600,000, with
a chance for another $400,000 in
performance and roster bonuses.
Certainly, it’s a far cry from the
five-year, $40 million deal that
Jordan got for his first stint with
the Braves.

But he doesn’t look at himself
as a part-time player, brought in
to provide leadership to young
outfielders such as Ryan Langer-
hans, Bill McCarthy and Jeff
Francoeur.

“It’s my competitive nature,”
Jordan said. “I want to play. I
want to perform. I want to lead by
example — on the field.”

He’s already smoothed over
any hard feelings that were left
from the 2001 trade, talking
things out privately with General
Manager John Schuerholz.

“Now I understand why he had
to do it over the phone,” Jordan
said.

Those who played with Jordan
during his first stint in Atlanta
are thrilled to have him back.

“I’ll take that guy in my foxhole
any day,” third baseman Chipper
Jones said. “He’s a high-energy
guy. That’s something we need.
We were very successful when he
was here before. We just need
him to be healthy for about 150
games.”

Jordan also has been hampered
by wrist, shoulder and back inju-
ries. Amazingly, he never had any
such problems while playing for
the Falcons from 1989-91.

“I’m always giving him a hard
time about that,” hitting coach
Terry Pendleton said. “I thought
football was supposed to be the
contact sport.”

The Braves were to hold their
first full-squad workout on
Wednesday, but Jordan was
among the regulars who came in
several days ahead of schedule.

He couldn’t wait to get home.
“I feel good,” Jordan said, mak-

ing sure to tap his knuckles on the
wooden frame of his locker a few
times. “So far, so good.”

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Bernie Will-
iams thinks he’s in the same situa-
tion he was in when he first came
up to the New York Yankees.

He’s one of the fixtures, along
with Derek Jeter, Mariano Riv-
era and Jorge Posada. Yet, he
hasn’t driven in 100 runs since
2002, hasn’t hit 20 homers since
the year before that. And while
the Yankees traded Kenny Lofton
during the offseason, Williams
doesn’t know how much longer
he’ll be New York’s center field-
er.

“I’m always thinking that it
could be not mine at any minute,
and that is the attitude that has
kept me here,” he said Tuesday
before his first spring-training
workout. “If I allowed myself now
to think this is my job, sort of, and
nobody else is going to take it,
then I think it will take away from

my hunger and my aggressive-
ness to hold onto it. I’m still wor-
ried I’m going to lose my job at
any second.”

He’s a five-time All-Star and a
four-time Gold Glove, but his of-
fense has tapered and his defense
has become subpar, hampered by
bad shoulders. For much of the
offseason, he wondered whether
the Yankees would sign Carlos
Beltran.

“I knew financially speaking it
would have been a big burden for
the Yankees to take, especially
after signing Randy [Johnson],”
he said. “It would have been a
great addition to the club.”

Williams is just 36, not that old
for top baseball players these
days.

“Some days I feel like I want to
retire right at that moment, and
some days I feel like I want to
play for the next 10 years,” he
said. “You see Randy and Roger
[Clemens] and you realize that it
could be done.”

He’s been slowed in recent
days from a stomach virus he
picked up this month during a
five-day trip to Venezuela and Co-
lombia as a cultural ambassador
and said he felt a little weak. But
he was excited for spring training
and wanted to be on the field with
his teammates.

By trading Lofton and bypass-
ing Beltran, the Yankees showed
confidence. Bubba Crosby and
Doug Glanville are the only back-
up outfielders.

“I certainly am aware of the
fact Bernie is not who he was 10
years ago when I got here, just by
process of age,” manager Joe
Torre said. “I don’t look at Bernie
as playing 162 games.”

He mentioned Hideki Matsui
as a possible center fielder if Will-
iams gets hurt. New York plans to
discuss a contract extension with
the 30-year-old Matsui, while
there are no such plans for Will-
iams, who is very likely to get a

$3.5 million buyout of his $15 mil-
lion option for 2006, the final part
of a seven-year deal that guaran-
teed him $87.5 million.

“At this point in my career, I
think we’re going on a yearly
basis,” Williams said. “I think it
goes back to maybe the years
where I was younger, where I
hadn’t gotten this big contract.
Every year I had to prove that I
could play.”

Tino Martinez, back with the
Yankees for the first time since
2001, was happy to see his old
teammate in the clubhouse.

“Bernie, Jeter, Jorge and Mari-
ano, I couldn’t imagine being
here without those guys,” Martin-
ez said. “Other guys will be gone
eventually. But those guys, that
will be a strange day if those four
guys are gone.”

Boston outfielder Trot Nixon
caused a flap when he said Feb.
15 that Williams, Jeter and Posa-
da were the “Yankee type” but
Alex Rodriguez was not.

Since then, there’s been a lot of
discussion about what makes a
player a “true Yankee.”

Williams said winning a World
Series isn’t a requirement and
cited Don Mattingly.

“Who would argue that he’s not
a true Yankee?” Williams said.

“Still, he didn’t win a World Se-
ries.”

Yankees’ Williams taking it one year at a time

AP

New York Yankees’ Bernie Will-

iams hasn’t had 100 RBIs since

2002 or hit 20 homers since ’01.

After ‘miserable time warp,’ Jordan home again
Outfielder hoping to rejuvenate career hampered by injuries since leaving Atlanta

AP

Atlanta Braves’ Brian Jordan, center, laughs with teammates Jean Boscan, left, and Raul Mondesi on Tues-

day at Cracker Jack Stadium in Kissimmee, Fla. After having major knee surgery, Jordan appeared in just 66

games for the Los Angeles Dodgers in 2003 and 61 for the Texas Rangers last season.

He’s [Jordan] a high-energy guy.

That’s something we need. We

were very successful when he was

here before. We just need him to

be healthy for about 150 games.

Chipper Jones

Braves third baseman
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The Associated Press

Barry Bonds was outspoken on a variety
of subjects upon arriving at spring train-
ing, just not on his involvement in the ste-
roid scandal.

On Tuesday in Scottsdale, Ariz., the San
Francisco Giants slugger proclaimed him-
self weary but ready for his run at Hank
Aaron’s home run record, called members

of the media liars and
pointed to problems in
the world he considers
much more important
than steroids — such as
alcoholism and drug
abuse.

But, in his first remarks since his grand
jury testimony was leaked to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle and reported in December,
Bonds had nothing to say, citing legal re-
straints. He did have harsh words, though,
for the media and fans still consumed by
the circumstances of his record-setting
home run binge.

“You guys are like re-running stories,”
Bonds said to more than 100 reporters in at-
tendance. “This is old stuff. It’s like watch-
ing ‘Sanford and Son.’ It’s almost comical,
basically. . . . Are you guys jealous, upset,
disappointed, what?”

Bonds has 703 homers, trailing only
Hank Aaron (755) and Babe Ruth (714) on
the career list. He believes he’s coming
under more scrutiny because he’s closing
in on Ruth.

“Because Babe Ruth is one of the great-
est baseball players ever, and Babe Ruth
ain’t black, either,” he said. “I’m black.
Blacks, we go through a little more. . . . I’m
not a racist though, but I live in the real
world. I’m fine with that.”

At Lakeland, Fla., reliever Ugueth Urbi-
na arrived at the Detroit Tigers’ camp, less
than a week after his kidnapped mother
was rescued in Venezuela after five
months in captivity.

Urbina didn’t speak to reporters upon
his arrival, but was expected to Wednes-
day. He left the Tigers in September to
travel to Venezuela following his mother’s
disappearance.

At Vero Beach, Fla., hotheaded Los Ange-
les Dodgers outfielder Milton Bradley
wasted no time asserting that he’s the
team’s center fielder, despite the acquisi-
tion of J.D. Drew.

“I’m starting and I’m playing,” Bradley
said after reporting a day early to Dodger-
town. “My thoughts are, I’m the center
fielder, and that’s where I’m going to be
playing.”

Bradley moved to right field last season

when the Dodgers traded for Steve Finley
for the playoff push, but he was told it was
temporary. Manager Jim Tracy is consider-
ing making Drew a center fielder to help
protect the oft-injured outfielder from
going into the corners.

“There is not an opening day center field-
er right now,” Tracy said. “We’re going to
see all three guys (including left fielder
Jayson Werth) in center field during
spring training.”

At Tampa, Fla., New York Yankees right
fielder Gary Sheffield resumed hitting
after three days off because of soreness in
his left shoulder, which was operated on
during the offseason.

“I felt a little fatigued. I felt weak. So I
just cut it back it for the last few days. I hit
off the tee for two days straight. I probably
rushed it,” he said. “The strength is not
there yet. The soreness, I don’t feel that,
the pain that I felt last year, so it’s a big dif-
ference.”

At Tempe, Ariz., AL MVP Vladimir Guer-
rero took his first swings of spring training,
showing his thumb is healed.

The Anaheim Angels slugger, who hurt
his right thumb playing winter ball in the
Dominican Republic, lined a series of pitch-
es from hitting coach Mickey Hatcher
hard to the opposite field.

Manager Mike Scioscia doesn’t necessar-
ily condone big league stars playing winter
ball, but understands it.

“You know how much Vladimir loves to
play,” the manager said. “But you’re risk-
ing tens of millions of dollars from an in-
vestment standpoint.”

At Clearwater, Fla., Placido Polanco
isn’t happy about being a backup to Chase
Utley on the Philadelphia Phillies, and
hopes he’ll be with another team on open-

ing day.
“It’s a situation I can’t control,” Polanco

said before the team’s first full-squad work-
out. “I don’t like to be in this situation. I
hate to be in this situation, but I have to live
with it.”

Polanco hit .298 with a career-high 17
homers and 55 RBIs in 126 games, but the
Phillies plan to start Utley every day at sec-
ond base and use Polanco in a reserve role.

At Mesa, Ariz., Aramis Ramirez would
like to complete a new contract with the
Chicago Cubs before the season begins.

“Hopefully we’ll get something done. I
haven’t heard anything,” Ramirez said be-
fore the Cubs first full-squad workout. “If
we get something done, I hope we get it
done in spring training.”

Ramirez signed a one-year, $8.95 million
deal earlier this month, avoiding arbitra-
tion following his 36-homer, 103-RBI sea-
son that included a .318 batting average.
But he would like a multiyear deal from
the Cubs.

At Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Baltimore Ori-
oles reliever Jorge Julio has been sidelined
with a strained right forearm, an injury
that could force him to miss the regu-
lar-season opener and definitely hinders
his chances of winning the closer’s job out
of spring training.

Julio has inflammation of the flexor mus-
cle and will be placed on a rehabilitative
throwing program the next three weeks.
The Orioles hope to have the right-hander
back on the mound in the middle of their
exhibition schedule, although there are no
guarantees.

“This will set him back, but there’s still a
fair chance at this point that he could be
ready for opening day,” Orioles executive
vice president Jim Beattie said.

B
arry Bonds talks a game every bit as
good as the one he plays, and that’s
really saying something.

For 37 minutes during a televised
news conference Tuesday, the San Francisco
slugger talked about truth, justice, race,
threats to the public health, the working man,
jealousy, envy and fairness, pausing at one
point to insist “Don’t edit this, make it live.”

He was, by turns, articulate, engaging,
funny, informative, smooth, slippery, calculat-
ing and — since context is so important —
very, very angry.

He was also in denial.
“I don’t know,” Bonds said, “what cheating

is.”
Here’s hoping the federal prosecutors in

the BALCO investigation do, since the next
time Bonds sits still for that many questions
about steroids will take place only after he’s
been served with a subpoena. He won’t set the
ground rules then, won’t dare dismiss the peo-
ple questioning him as “liars,” and he won’t
be able to punctuate every answer with a lec-
ture about it being “time to move on.”

During the grand jury phase of the BALCO
investigation, those same prosecutors con-
fronted Bonds with documents alleging he
used a cocktail of performance-enhancers —
steroids, human growth hormone, insulin and
more — dating to his record-setting season of
2001.

According to testimony leaked to a newspa-
per, he told them he didn’t know what was in
any of the concoctions his longtime pal, per-
sonal trainer and BALCO bagman Greg
Anderson handed him, and that he never
checked out any of the ingredients with the Gi-
ants trainers or medical staff because he
didn’t trust them.

If that sounds hard to believe, consider this:
When Bonds was asked Tuesday whether any-
body else in baseball knowingly used steroids
over the past 15 years, he replied, “You know

what? I never — truthfully
— I never really paid any
attention to it, nor did I re-
ally care because I wor-
ried about me.”

Apparently, Bonds just
assumed all those team-
mates and opponents
whose physiques blew up
until they resembled inflat-
able dolls were spending
just as much time in the
weight room as he was.
And further, that all of

them had pals like Anderson always at the
ready, with a remedy for whatever ailed
them. Viewed that way, the supersizing of
baseball looks no more suspicious than what
happens in a class at Jenny Craig, only in re-
verse.

Except almost nobody is buying it. Even
those fans Bonds said have finally warmed up
to him.

“I have probably gotten the best relation-
ship with fans through all of this,” he recalled,
“than I ever have in my entire career . . . com-
ing over to me — the things that I’ve always
wanted, to come over to me and just shake my
hand and say, ’You know what? Who cares.
You’re a good ballplayer. You proved it. You
know, you’ve done this, you’ve done that.
We’re all supporting you.’

“I’ve never heard that before,” Bonds said.
Funny he’d say that, since just about every

other disgraced ballplayer has heard it at one
time or another.

Keith Hernandez was cheered when he re-
turned to the ballpark after being involved in
a cocaine scandal that plagued the game in
the 1970s. Pete Rose got the loudest ovation at
the All-Star game a few years back, despite
being drummed out of baseball for gambling
on his own team. Wil Cordero was accused of
beating his first wife, pleaded guilty to assault-
ing his second and, because he knows how to

hit a baseball, too, had little trouble finding
jobs in several towns with “supportive” fans.
As recently as Monday, Jason Giambi was
warmly received at the Yankees complex in
Tampa, Fla., despite telling the BALCO grand
jury tales about injecting steroids into his own
butt.

But the hometown fans cheering for all
those ballplayers didn’t believe they had been
wronged, just unappreciated. No one serious-
ly doubts Bonds’ immense talent, work ethic,
or even his dedication, just his contention that
the sum of those parts is all that went into the
whole.

“If that’s the case, we’re going to go way
back into 19th, 18th centuries in rehashing the
past and we’ll crush a lot of things in a lot of
sports if that’s what you guys want,” Bonds
said. “If you just want a lot of things out of the
sports world, then we can go back into the
1800s and basically asterisk a lot of sports if
that’s what you choose and that’s what you
want to do.”

He’s right, of course. Blacks and Latinos
were excluded from the major leagues when
Babe Ruth set his home run mark, and ru-
mors of widespread use of amphetamines —
known as “greenies” — were around when
Henry Aaron set his.

And so the crucial difference might be that
it is much tougher to look away at the moment
than to look back — no matter how much or
how often Bonds counsels otherwise.

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist for The Associ-
ated Press. Write to him at: jlitke@ap.org

With different ground rules, no double talk

Bonds has a lot to say, just not on steroids

AP

Barry Bonds dodged any questions about

steroids and called the press liars during
his news conference at Scottsdale Stadium.

Jim Litke

Spring
training
roundup

I never really paid any

attention to it, nor did I

really care because I

worried about me.

Barry Bonds

Major leauge player
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EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Jalen Rose kicked a little sand in
Vince Carter’s face.

Coming off an All-Star break
beach vacation, Rose outplayed
Carter in the former Toronto
star’s first game against his old
team, leading the Raptors to a
100-82 road victory over the New
Jersey Nets on Tuesday night.

Carter, traded from Toronto to
New Jersey in December after
seven seasons with the Raptors,

finished with
22 points on
8-for-25 shoot-
ing. He
missed sever-
al drives, was
off-target with
his jumper,

committed four turnovers and
missed four free throws.

“He probably was a little tired
from All-Star weekend,” Rose
said. “While he was running up
and down the court throwing it off
the backboard, I was laying on
the beach drinking a fruity drink
with an umbrella.

“So I probably gave myself an
unfair advantage on that one.”

Rose scored 30 points on
12-for-15 shooting and did a fine
defensive job on Carter.

“I won’t say it was necessarily a
personal challenge, but it was a
reason to come out and want to
play well. In Toronto, definitely
all eyes were on this game,” Rose
said. “Being the leader of the
team, I tried to lead the pack.”

Rose also led the Raptors on a
14-4 run early in the fourth quar-
ter.

“It’s disappointing, the way we
played. I think we’ve played bet-
ter,” Carter said. “It’s always a
concern coming out of the
All-Star break how your team
makes its comeback after the
break. It looked OK early, it got
worse the rest of the night.”

Rose had a three-pointer early
in the fourth quarter as the shot
clock expired before Carter came
up with his lone highlight-reel
move of the night, spinning 360
degrees while he drove beneath
the basket before spinning in a re-
verse layup.

Rose answered by driving
around Carter for a layup, then
stealing the ball from Carter as
he was double-teamed. The steal
led to Donyell Marshall’s
three-pointer that made it 79-66,
and Carter followed by missing a
running jumper.

Chris Bosh had 16 points and
12 rebounds for the Raptors, and
Milt Palacio added 13 points.
Jason Kidd scored 20 points for
the Nets.

SuperSonics 87, Rockets 85:
Ray Allen scored 29 points,
capped by two free throws with
16.7 seconds left, to help visiting
Seattle snap Houston’s winning
streak at eight games.

The Rockets had a chance to tie
it with 5 seconds left, but Scott
Padgett’s three-point attempt was
short and Allen came up with the
rebound.

Rashard Lewis added 23 points
for Seattle. Yao Ming led Houston

with 30 points.

Bulls 105, Heat 101 (OT): At
Chicago, Ben Gordon hit five
three-pointers in the fourth quar-
ter and overtime and finished
with 29 points for the Bulls.

Miami center Shaquille O’Neal
did not return after straining his
left knee in a fall in the opening
minutes. X-rays were negative.

After Miami’s Eddie Jones
forced overtime with a buzz-
er-beater, Gordon scored the first
eight points in the extra period.

Dwyane Wade led Miami with
21 points and 11 assists.

Pacers 108, Magic 84: At Or-
lando, Fla., Jermaine O’Neal
scored 20 points in 22 minutes,
and Fred Jones added 18 points
in Indiana’s third straight victory.

Jamaal Tinsley had 11 points
and six assists after missing all
but two minutes of the past eight
games because of a foot injury.

Jameer Nelson had 15 points
for Orlando.

Pistons 97, Knicks 88: At Au-
burn Hills, Mich., Richard Hamil-
ton and Tayshaun Prince each
scored 19 points, leading Detroit
to its fifth straight victory and
10th in 11 games.

Chauncey Billups added 15
points and eight assists, and
Rasheed Wallace had 12 points,
eight rebounds and four blocks.
Jamal Crawford had 23 points for
the Knicks.

Kings 114, Hawks 104: At
Sacramento, Calif., Chris Webber
scored 30 points, Mike Bibby had
23 and the Kings beat Atlanta for
just their second victory in eight
games. Brad Miller added 16
points, 14 rebounds and seven as-
sists for the Kings.

Al Harrington scored 25 points
for Atlanta, which has lost 16
straight road games and five in a
row overall.

Lakers 104, Celtics 95: At Los
Angeles, Kobe Bryant and Lamar
Odom each scored 21 points for
Los Angeles, and Chris Mihm had
19 points and 15 rebounds.

Paul Pierce and Ricky Davis
each scored 25 points for Boston.

Bucks 112, Bobcats 102: At
Charlotte, N.C., Michael Redd
scored 39 points on 15-for-24
shooting after missing Milwau-
kee’s previous three games be-
cause of a sprained index finger.

Brevin Knight led Charlotte
with 19 points.

AP

Sacramento Kings’ Chris Webber

scored 30 points in a 114-104

win over the Atlanta Hawks.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 27 27 .500 —
Philadelphia 26 27 .491 ½
New Jersey 23 31 .426 4
Toronto 22 32 .407 5
New York 21 33 .389 6

Southeast Division
Miami 40 15 .727 —
Washington 30 22 .577 8½
Orlando 28 25 .528 11
Charlotte 11 40 .216 27
Atlanta 10 42 .192 28½

Central Division
Detroit 33 19 .635 —
Cleveland 30 21 .588 2½
Chicago 27 23 .540 5
Indiana 26 26 .500 7
Milwaukee 21 30 .412 11½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 41 12 .774 —
Dallas 35 16 .686 5
Houston 32 22 .593 9½
Memphis 30 23 .566 11
New Orleans 11 42 .208 30

Northwest Division
Seattle 36 15 .706 —
Minnesota 27 27 .500 10½
Denver 24 29 .453 13
Portland 21 30 .412 15
Utah 17 35 .327 19½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 41 13 .759 —
Sacramento 34 20 .630 7
L.A. Lakers 27 24 .529 12½
L.A. Clippers 23 30 .434 17½
Golden State 15 38 .283 25½

Tuesday’s games
Indiana 108, Orlando 84
Milwaukee 112, Charlotte 102
Detroit 97, New York 88
Toronto 100, New Jersey 82
Chicago 105, Miami 101, OT
Seattle 87, Houston 85
Sacramento 114, Atlanta 104
L.A. Lakers 104, Boston 95

Wednesday’s games
Miami at Indiana
Chicago at Cleveland
Memphis at Washington
New Jersey at Milwaukee
Seattle at New Orleans
Dallas at Utah
Boston at Denver
Houston at San Antonio
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix
L.A. Lakers at Portland
Atlanta at Golden State

Thursday’s games
Philadelphia at New York
Sacramento at Dallas
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers

Friday’s games
Charlotte at New Jersey
Denver at Memphis
Cleveland at Indiana
Toronto at Milwaukee
Washington at Chicago
Boston at Utah
Atlanta at Portland
Detroit at L.A. Lakers
Minnesota at Seattle

Tuesday
Pacers 108, Magic 84

INDIANA — Jackson 4-11 3-6 13, O'Neal
8-15 4-7 20, Foster 4-8 4-4 12, Miller 2-2 0-0 4,
Tinsley 4-8 1-1 11, Johnson 4-8 2-2 10, F.Jones
5-10 5-5 18, Croshere 2-3 3-3 7, Harrison 2-5
2-4 6, J.Jones 3-5 0-0 7, Gill 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
38-76 24-32 108.

ORLANDO — Hill 5-15 4-6 14, Howard 2-6
3-8 7, Cato 2-2 2-4 6, Christie 1-5 0-0 2, Francis
2-10 2-5 6, Battie 1-4 2-2 4, Turkoglu 5-11 2-3
13, Garrity 2-4 0-0 6, Nelson 7-13 0-0 15,
Stevenson 2-5 2-2 7, Hunter 1-4 2-4 4. Totals
30-79 19-34 84.

Indiana 20 32 29 27—108
Orlando 18 18 21 27— 84
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 8-14 (F.Jones

3-3, Jackson 2-2, Tinsley 2-4, J.Jones 1-3,
Johnson 0-2), Orlando 5-10 (Garrity 2-3,
Stevenson 1-1, Nelson 1-3, Turkoglu 1-3).
Fouled Out—Harrison. Rebounds—Indiana
56 (Foster 11), Orlando 54 (Howard 8). As-
sists—Indiana 15 (Tinsley 6), Orlando 12
(Hill, Christie 3). Total Fouls—Indiana 23, Or-
lando 25. Technicals—O'Neal, Turkoglu.
A—14,512. (17,248).

Bucks 112, Bobcats 102
MILWAUKEE — Mason 9-17 2-3 20, J.Smith

3-6 6-8 12, Gadzuric 4-5 1-2 9, M.Williams 3-5
2-2 8, Redd 15-24 5-8 39, Van Horn 2-3 0-0 4,
Pachulia 2-4 1-3 5, James 4-7 0-0 9, Kukoc 2-8
0-0 6. Totals 44-79 17-26 112.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 6-13 4-5 16, Okaf-
or 4-12 4-6 12, Brezec 7-12 0-0 14, Knight 6-11
7-7 19, Rush 4-16 2-2 12, Ely 4-10 4-7 12,
Bogans 4-9 3-3 13, S.Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Kapono
0-0 0-0 0, T.Smith 2-7 0-0 4. Totals 37-90 24-30
102.

Milwaukee 26 30 31 25—112
Charlotte 23 26 37 16—102
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 7-11 (Redd

4-6, Kukoc 2-4, James 1-1), Charlotte 4-9
(Bogans 2-3, Rush 2-5, Wallace 0-1). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Milwaukee 50
(J.Smith 10), Charlotte 53 (Brezec 11). As-
sists—Milwaukee 37 (M.Williams 14), Char-
lotte 17 (Knight 4). Total Fouls—Milwaukee
26, Charlotte 22. A—10,817 (23,319).

Raptors 100, Nets 82
TORONTO — Peterson 4-14 2-3 10, Bosh

4-10 8-8 16, Araujo 1-5 0-0 2, Rose 12-15 3-4 30,
Alston 5-11 0-0 11, Marshall 3-5 2-3 11, Pala-
cio 5-6 3-3 13, E.Williams 1-5 2-4 4, Murray 1-1
0-0 3, Bonner 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 36-75 20-25 100.

NEW JERSEY — Carter 8-25 6-10 22, Collins
4-4 0-0 8, Smith 3-8 3-3 9, Vaughn 3-7 1-2 7,
Kidd 6-13 5-6 20, Robinson 0-6 1-4 1, Mercer
3-9 0-0 6, Thomas 2-4 0-0 5, Best 1-5 0-0 2, Pla-
ninic 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 31-83 16-25 82.

Toronto 19 24 28 29—100
New Jersey 21 22 21 18— 82

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 8-20 (Rose 3-4,
Marshall 3-5, Murray 1-1, Alston 1-2, E.Will-
iams 0-1, Bonner 0-1, Peterson 0-6), New Jer-
sey 4-15 (Kidd 3-6, Thomas 1-2, Vaughn 0-1,
Carter 0-3, Robinson 0-3). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Toronto 55 (Bosh 12), New Jer-
sey 50 (Collins 9). Assists—Toronto 20 (Al-
ston 6), New Jersey 18 (Kidd 8). Total Fouls—
Toronto 22, New Jersey 20. A—14,080
(19,860).

Pistons 97, Knicks 88
NEW YORK — K.Thomas 7-14 1-2 15, T.Tho-

mas 7-11 0-0 15, Mohammed 1-5 0-0 2, Craw-
ford 9-21 2-2 23, Marbury 4-14 4-6 12, Ariza
4-10 6-8 14, Hardaway 1-8 0-0 2, Sweetney 2-6
1-2 5, J.Williams 0-2 0-0 0, Norris 0-2 0-0 0. To-
tals 35-93 14-20 88.

DETROIT — Prince 7-14 4-4 19, R.Wallace
5-11 1-2 12, B.Wallace 2-5 0-2 4, Hamilton 6-8
7-10 19, Billups 5-13 4-5 15, McDyess 3-6 3-4 9,
Arroyo 3-8 6-6 13, Hunter 1-1 0-0 2, Dupree 2-3
0-0 4, Milicic 0-2 0-0 0, Jenkins 0-3 0-0 0. To-
tals 34-74 25-33 97.

New York 23 19 17 29—88
Detroit 31 20 20 26—97
Three-Point Goals—New York 4-21 (Craw-

ford 3-10, T.Thomas 1-4, Norris 0-2, Hard-
away 0-2, Marbury 0-3), Detroit 4-12 (Arroyo
1-1, Prince 1-3, R.Wallace 1-3, Billups 1-4, Jen-
kins 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—New York 58 (K.Thomas 17), Detroit 54
(B.Wallace 14). Assists—New York 16 (Mar-
bury, Crawford 6), Detroit 23 (Billups 8).
Total Fouls—New York 23, Detroit 17. Techni-
cals—Mohammed, R.Wallace. A—22,076
(22,076).

SuperSonics 87, Rockets 85
SEATTLE — Evans 1-3 1-2 3, Lewis 7-20

8-12 23, James 0-5 0-0 0, Allen 11-23 7-8 29,
Ridnour 2-10 2-2 7, Radmanovic 3-9 2-2 10,
Collison 2-2 0-0 4, Daniels 3-7 1-2 7, Potapen-
ko 2-6 0-0 4. Totals 31-85 21-28 87.

HOUSTON — McGrady 7-18 2-5 17, Howard
2-6 0-0 4, Yao 11-16 8-10 30, Strickland 0-2 0-0
0, Wesley 7-16 1-1 19, Barrett 0-1 0-0 0, Bowen
1-2 0-0 2, Padgett 0-4 0-0 0, Mutombo 1-2 1-2
3, Barry 4-9 0-0 10. Totals 33-76 12-18 85.

Seattle 20 24 17 26—87
Houston 28 23 15 19—85
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 4-25 (Rad-

manovic 2-6, Ridnour 1-3, Lewis 1-8, Daniels
0-2, Allen 0-6), Houston 7-18 (Wesley 4-8,
Barry 2-4, McGrady 1-3, Barrett 0-1, Padgett
0-2). Fouled Out—Yao. Rebounds—Seattle 66
(Evans 11), Houston 44 (Yao 9). Assists—Se-
attle 18 (Ridnour 7), Houston 23 (McGrady 9).
Total Fouls—Seattle 21, Houston 26. Flagrant
foul—Howard. A—17,239 (17,982).

Bulls 105, Heat 101 (OT)
MIAMI — E.Jones 5-11 3-3 15, Haslem 6-10

1-4 13, O'Neal 0-0 0-0 0, Wade 9-20 2-4 21,
D.Jones 7-15 1-2 18, Doleac 4-4 0-2 8, Dooling
2-5 1-2 5, Anderson 2-5 0-0 4, Allen 1-6 4-4 6,
Wang 5-6 1-4 11. Totals 41-82 13-25 101.

CHICAGO — Deng 5-13 4-5 14, Harrington
2-3 1-2 5, Curry 6-12 4-6 16, Hinrich 4-19 0-1 9,
Duhon 3-9 2-4 9, Gordon 9-21 5-6 29, Davis 1-3
1-2 3, Chandler 3-4 0-1 6, Nocioni 2-5 2-3 7, Pi-
atkowski 2-4 0-0 5, Griffin 1-3 0-0 2. Totals
38-96 19-30 105.

Miami 22 23 28 19 9—101
Chicago 22 21 25 24 13—105
Three-Point Goals—Miami 6-17 (D.Jones

3-7, E.Jones 2-5, Wade 1-2, Wang 0-1, Ander-
son 0-2), Chicago 10-23 (Gordon 6-9, Nocioni
1-1, Piatkowski 1-3, Duhon 1-4, Hinrich 1-6).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 58
(E.Jones, Haslem 9), Chicago 64 (Chandler
12). Assists—Miami 27 (Wade 11), Chicago
19 (Hinrich 7). Total Fouls—Miami 25, Chica-
go 23. Technicals—Chicago Defensive Three
Second, Chicago coach Skiles. A—22,682
(21,711).

Kings 114, Hawks 104
ATLANTA — J.Smith 7-15 5-5 19, Har-

rington 11-20 1-2 25, Walker 9-20 2-4 23, Chil-
dress 3-7 0-0 6, Lue 5-11 0-0 13, Delk 2-5 1-2 5,
Diaw 0-4 1-2 1, Drobnjak 1-4 4-4 6, Ekezie 3-3
0-0 6, D.Smith 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-89 14-19
104.

SACRAMENTO — Barnes 4-10 2-3 10, Web-
ber 11-20 8-8 30, B.Miller 5-12 6-7 16, Mobley
9-15 1-2 20, Bibby 10-18 1-1 23, Evans 1-4 1-2 3,
Songaila 4-6 2-4 10, House 1-2 0-0 2. Totals
45-87 21-27 114.

Atlanta 19 28 32 25—104
Sacramento 33 24 29 28—114
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 8-20 (Lue 3-5,

Walker 3-7, Harrington 2-3, Childress 0-1,
Delk 0-1, Drobnjak 0-1, Diaw 0-2), Sacramen-
to 3-12 (Bibby 2-4, Mobley 1-4, Webber 0-1,
B.Miller 0-1, Songaila 0-1, Evans 0-1). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 50 (J.Smith
10), Sacramento 51 (B.Miller 14). Assists—At-
lanta 20 (Walker 6), Sacramento 29 (Webber,
Bibby, B.Miller 7). Total Fouls—Atlanta 23,
Sacramento 15. Technicals—Atlanta Defen-
sive Three Second, Walker. A—17,317.
(17,317).

Lakers 104, Celtics 95
BOSTON — Pierce 7-14 9-13 25, LaFrentz

2-7 2-2 7, Blount 3-5 0-0 6, Allen 1-4 0-0 2, Pay-
ton 3-10 5-6 11, Davis 9-16 5-6 25, Jefferson
3-5 0-2 6, West 0-1 0-0 0, Perkins 0-0 0-0 0,
Welsch 3-9 0-1 6, Gugliotta 0-1 0-0 0, Banks
3-3 1-2 7. Totals 34-75 22-32 95.

L.A. LAKERS — Walton 3-9 1-6 9, Odom
8-14 5-5 21, Mihm 6-11 7-10 19, Bryant 6-13
9-12 21, Atkins 2-8 1-2 5, T.Brown 1-6 0-0 3,
Cook 2-4 2-2 7, Grant 1-4 3-4 5, Jones 5-12 0-0
14, Vujacic 0-0 0-0 0, Medvedenko 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 34-81 28-41 104.

Boston 27 24 23 21— 95
L.A. Lakers 22 25 25 32—104
Three-Point Goals—Boston 5-16 (Davis 2-4,

Pierce 2-5, LaFrentz 1-3, Allen 0-1, Payton 0-1,
Welsch 0-2), L.A. Lakers 8-19 (Jones 4-7, Wal-
ton 2-2, Cook 1-1, T.Brown 1-1, Odom 0-2, Bry-
ant 0-3, Atkins 0-3). Fouled Out—Allen,
Jones. Rebounds—Boston 43 (LaFrentz 7),
L.A. Lakers 69 (Mihm 15). Assists—Boston 19
(Payton 5), L.A. Lakers 19 (Walton 7). Total
Fouls—Boston 31, L.A. Lakers 25. Techni-
cals—Boston Defensive Three Second, L.A.
Lakers Defensive Three Second 2. A—18,997.
(18,997).

Carter faces former team,
gets overshadowed by Rose

AP

Toronto Raptors’ Jalen Rose, right, drives to the basket as he is guard-

ed by New Jersey Nets’ Jason Kidd during the second quarter Tuesday

night in East Rutherford, N.J. Rose led led all scorers with 30 points as

the Raptors beat the Nets 100-82.
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RALEIGH, N.C. — All Melvin
Scott needed was a chance.

Stuck on the bench lately in a
horrid shooting slump, the senior
guard replaced the ill Rashad Mc-
Cants in the starting lineup and
scored 12 points in No. 2 North
Carolina’s 81-71 victory over
North Carolina State on Tuesday
night.

Raymond Felton had 21 points,
seven assists and five rebounds
for the Tar Heels (23-3, 11-2),
who extended their lead in the At-
lantic Coast Conference to a
game over No. 6 Wake Forest.

Jawad Williams added 15
points for North Carolina and
Sean May and freshman Marvin
Williams each scored 14.

McCants didn’t even make the
25-mile trip because of an intesti-
nal disorder, giving Scott his sec-
ond start of the year. He had
scored only 10 points in his previ-
ous four games and was 0-for-8
from three-point range in that
span.

That wasn’t a problem against
the Wolfpack (15-11, 5-8).

Scott finished 4-for-8 on threes,
including two on each side of half-
time to give North Carolina a com-
manding lead. Perhaps inspired
by his performance, Scott’s team-
mates also found the range from
beyond the arc, finishing
10-for-21.

With N.C. State creeping closer
in the second half, the Tar Heels
made the most of three sec-
ond-chance opportunities, turn-
ing each into three-pointers to
pull away.

Julius Hodge had 20 points on a
season-high four threes for the
Wolfpack, who had a modest
two-game winning streak
snapped. Any hopes of a fourth
straight trip to the NCAA tourna-
ment likely requires victories in
their final three games, including
a matchup against Wake Forest to
end the season.

LSU 61, No. 16 Alabama 59:
At Baton Rouge, La., Ross Nelt-
ner’s tip-in at the buzzer gave the
Tigers the victory and denied the
Crimson Tide the chance to
clinch the SEC West.

Alabama (21-5, 10-3 Southeast-
ern Conference) trailed 55-48
with 4:56 to play but a banked
three-pointer by Kennedy Win-
ston with 14 seconds left tied it at
59.

LSU’s Brandon Bass dribbled
the ball outside the three-point
arc for several seconds then
drove to the basket with 2 sec-
onds left. His shot bounced off the
rim but Neltner was there for the
rebound.

The loss snapped a four-game
winning streak for Alabama.

The Tigers (16-9, 9-4) im-
proved to 13-1 at home this sea-
son.

Tack Minor led LSU with 16
points and 10 rebounds. Neltner,
who came in averaging 2.7 points,
finished with five.

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Dallas Mavericks
center Erick Dampier has a
stress fracture in his right foot
and is expected to miss two to
three weeks.

The 6-foot-11 Dampier is aver-
aging 9.5 points and 8.7 rebounds
for the season, but he was produc-
ing far more than that over the
eight games before injuring his
foot Feb. 15 at Golden State. He
opened that stretch with a ca-
reer-high 26 rebounds and
capped it with a season-high 19
points; in between, he had double

figures in
points and re-
bounds all but
once.

If Dampier
is out the full

three weeks, he’d miss 12 more

games.

Bobcats owner considering

money-back guarantee

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Char-

lotte Bobcats owner Bob Johnson

is considering a money-back guar-

antee to some season-ticket hold-

ers if they are not satisfied with

the expansion team next season.
Johnson, speaking before the

Bobcats game against Milwaukee
on Tuesday, said he would likely
offer the guarantee to “non premi-
um” ticket holders in Charlotte’s
new arena. The arena is set to
open next fall, and ticket prices
will rise.

“I think the arena is really
going to be the watershed event
that will awaken the deep
fan/sponsor support that we ex-
pect every year,” Johnson said.
“We may say ‘Come in, sample
our product, and if you don’t like
it, we may refund your deposit.”

HUSKERS, FROM BACK PAGE

The Huskers (12-12, 5-8) used
a 12-0 run from a 32-32 halftime
tie to break the game open.

Nebraska’s biggest victory in
Collier’s five years came on the
same day a columnist for the
Omaha World-Herald, the state’s
largest newspaper, called for his
firing.

“We don’t pay a lot of attention
to that,” Collier said.

Sutton said he’s well aware of
the heat Collier has been taking
and that if he had to lose to one
team in the Big 12, he’s glad it
was Nebraska.

“They’ve had a tough season,
and they are a better ballclub
than their record would indi-
cate,” Sutton said. “Barry is a
very, very good coach. I hope
these people get off his case and
start showing him some apprecia-
tion.”

After the buzzer, students from
both ends stormed the court. Colli-
er and his players then waved
their hands in the air as if they
were directing the pep band in a
rendition of “There Is No Place
Like Nebraska.”

The players wound their way
through a gauntlet of students,
high-fiving them as they headed
to the locker room.

John Lucas led Oklahoma State
with 20 points. Joey Graham, the
Big 12’s second-leading scorer,
was held to 12 before fouling out
in the final minute.

“We wanted to try to pay spe-
cial attention to Joey Graham,
who we think is an NBA
first-rounder for sure and proba-
bly a lottery pick,” Collier said.
“He had his way with us last year.
We also had to keep John Lucas
under wraps.”

Freshman JamesOn Curry, av-
eraging 14.3 points since joining
the Cowboys’ starting lineup
seven games ago, was held to
seven points, two in the second
half.

The Huskers used the 12-0 run
to go ahead 44-32. Maric scored
twice in a row before John Turek
highlighted the spurt with a big
dunk off a pass from Jake Mu-
hleisen.

Oklahoma State didn’t score for
the opening 6:16 of the second
half until Graham bulled his way
in for a layup.

After Terrence Crawford got
the Cowboys within 44-36, Mc-
Cray hit a three-pointer and
Corey Simms hit a jumper for the
Huskers’ biggest lead, 49-36.

Nebraska played to the half-
time tie despite going 6:35 with-
out a field goal. The Huskers capi-
talized on 12 turnovers in the first
half, converting them into 17
points.

Two threes by Lucas and anoth-
er by Daniel Bobik keyed a 13-0
run that gave the Cowboys an
18-7 lead.

“It was right there, and we
didn’t seize the moment,” Lucas
said. “That’s what it boiled down
to. We didn’t come out hungry.
They stepped up, and we didn’t
play hard.”

Huskers: Win
is timely
for Collier

Sub Scott helps lift Tar Heels over Wolfpack

Mavs’ Dampier could miss 3 weeks

Clemson pulls off
sweep of Maryland

BY JON SOLOMON

The State (Columbia, S.C)

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — For-
get the turtle, fear the Tiger.

More specifically, fear Sharrod
Ford.

Clemson never trailed in a
97-93 victory over Maryland on
Tuesday night before 17,950 at
Comcast Center.

In another dominating perfor-
mance against his home-state
school, Ford scored 24 points and
just missed a triple double to help
Oliver Purnell, another Maryland
native, lead the Tigers to their
first sweep of Maryland since
1996-97.

Ford, a native of Suitland, Md.,
scored 17 of his points after half-
time and finished with 10 re-
bounds and a career-high nine
blocks.

“I always dreamed of going to a
hometown school,” said Ford,
who made seven of eight shots
after halftime. “But since I
couldn’t, I guess I had to dream
about beating one.”

In Clemson’s 88-73 victory
against Maryland on Feb. 1, Ford
tied a career high with 25 points
and grabbed 10 rebounds. Until
this month, Maryland had won 13
consecutive games against Clem-

son, which was the second-long-
est active winning streak against
one opponent in the ACC.

Clemson shot 58.2 percent, in-
cluding 62.5 percent in the sec-
ond half, in Tuesday’s victory
against the defending ACC tourna-
ment champions. The Tigers
made eight of 12 three-pointers.

The Tigers’ point total was the
school’s highest on the road in an
ACC regulation game.

“You could see the look in their
eye that they knew they were
going to win, confident they were
going to win,” Purnell said. “They
could answer any challenge. I
was just real proud of them to-
night, particularly coming off” a
32-point loss at North Carolina on
Saturday.

There were some anxious mo-
ments. Clemson saw an 11-point
lead with 3 minutes left whittled
to four when Maryland’s Travis
Garrison made two free throws
with 1:44 on the clock.

Cheyenne Moore and Olu Ba-
balola then made four consecu-
tive free throws for the Tigers,
who converted 11 of 18 foul shots
in the final 3:09.

Maryland led for one fleeting
moment in 80 minutes this season
against the Tigers. In both games,
Clemson jumped to double-digit
leads immediately.

KRT

Clemson’s Sam Perry (32) drives to the basket against Maryland’s Nik
Caner-Medley in the first half of Clemson’s victory Tuesday night.
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

CARLSBAD, Calif. — Hours
after the announcement that the
Match Play Championship would
not begin until Thursday because
of the saturated course at La
Costa, one match already was in
the books.

Padraig Harrington outlasted
Darren Clarke on the practice
range.

Leave it to a pair of Irishmen to
ignore the cold rain that fell late
Tuesday afternoon, after every-
one else had left the course and
creeks again spilled over the
banks and across the fairway.

Clarke hit chips around the
green as swing coach Butch Har-
mon watched from under an um-
brella. The 2000 Match Play
champion finally left, pausing
only to light a cigar.

Harrington, who arrived Mon-
day from playing in Malaysia,
tossed a dozen balls in the muck
of a bunker and began blasting
out, spraying mud on his pants.
Then he returned to the driving
range, asked for his 5-iron and
continued to beat balls in the
gloaming.

The third shot was as pure as it
gets.

“I should play in the rain more
often,” Harrington said.

That can be arranged. Just
move to California.

The final two legs of the West
Coast Swing have turned into the
“Wet” Coast Swing. First came
rain at Riviera, leading to the first
36-hole event on the PGA Tour in
nine years when Adam Scott won
the Nissan Open in a playoff Mon-
day. One day later, Wednesday’s
start of the Accenture Match Play
Championship was pushed back
one day.

PGA Tour tournament director
Mark Russell said La Costa
would be available for practice
rounds Wednesday, but the staff
did not think the course was suit-
able for competition.

“It’s totally saturated,” Russell
said. “But based on this weather
forecast, it’s going to get nothing
but better. If we get a day of sun-
shine and breeze, it will get dra-
matically better, and we’re going
to present a better golf course for
the players.”

That means a full day of golf

will be washed out for the second
time in as many weeks on tour,
and the second time in as many
years at La Costa.

The second round was post-
poned last year, leading to two
rounds Friday and Saturday, fol-
lowed by the 36-hole final on Sun-
day. Tiger Woods won last year,
defeating Davis Love III, for his
second straight title at La Costa.

“If you get all the way to the fi-
nals, it’s a physical grind,” Woods
said Tuesday morning, before the
announcement that the first
round had been delayed. “Match
play is an emotional roller coast-
er, because of the momentum
switches that can happen in one
hole, two holes.”

Unlike the NCAA basketball
tournament, there is no such
thing as an upset at La Costa.

Last year was the first time in
the six-year history of this World
Golf Championship event that
two of the top-four seeds made it
to the last match.

Jeff Maggert won the first year
as the No. 24 seed, followed by
Clarke (No. 19), Steve Stricker
(No. 55) and Kevin Sutherland
(No. 62). Woods won the past two
years as the top seed, although he
starts this time as No. 2.

Vijay Singh is the No. 1 seed
and will play Shingo Katayama of
Japan.

“He’s a good player. I don’t
know how he’s playing coming
into this event, but I have to treat
him very strong,” Singh said. “I’m
going to go out and see if I can
play my game and play the best I
can and see if I can finish it off.”

Singh is coming off his first
missed cut in a year, as defending
champion at Pebble Beach. No
one misses the cut from the
64-man field at La Costa, al-
though this event has not been
kind to the 41-year-old Fijian. He
has never advanced out of the sec-
ond round, even against a wa-
tered-down field in Australia four
years ago.

So while most players like the
idea of match play during a full
schedule of stroke play, Singh
was indifferent.

“I don’t mind it,” he said. “I
think it depends on how you play.
Last year, I didn’t play very well.
I’m driving the ball much better
than I did last year, and I’ve fixed
my irons.”

Ernie Els, ranked third in the
world, is the only player who
elected not to come.

Phil Mickelson lives about 20
miles away in Rancho Santa Fe,
and because he didn’t play last
week in the Nissan Open, he
played a couple of practice
rounds at La Costa. The No. 3
seed, Lefty is coming off
back-to-back wins on the PGA
Tour by wide margins, although
that won’t do him any good this
week.

He shot 73 in the first round at
Phoenix, then rebounded with a
career-low 60. Had that been
match play, Mickelson probably
wouldn’t have advanced out of
the first round. A week later, he
opened with a course-record 62 at
Spyglass, closed with a 73 and
still won by four shots.

“I would have been knocked
out the first round half the time at
Phoenix,” Mickelson said. “And
at AT&T, I would have done great
all the way through and the last
match have been knocked out. In
match play … you need some luck
to win. You can play well, but
you’re not going to play well six
rounds in a row.”

Right now, all they want to do is
play.

Match Play Championship
At La Costa Resort and Spa

Carlsbad, Calif.
Thursday’s first-round matches
(Seedings in parentheses)
Bobby Jones bracket

Vijay Singh (1) vs. Shingo Kayatama (16)
Jonathan Kaye (8) vs. Jay Haas (9)
Chris DiMarco (4) vs. Tim Herron (13)
Justin Leonard (5) vs. John Daly (12)
Stewart Cink (2) vs. Fred Funk (15)
K.J. Choi (7) vs. Tom Lehman (10)
Davis Love III (3) vs. Chris Riley (14)
Lee Westwood (6) vs. Steve Flesch (11)

Ben Hogan bracket
Retief Goosen (1) vs. Stephen Leaney (16)
Peter Lonard (8) vs. Fred Couples (9)
Miguel Angel Jimenez (4) vs. Rod Pampling (13)
Chad Campbell (5) vs. Fredrik Jacobson (12)
Mike Weir (2) vs. Kirk Triplett (15)
Tim Clark (7) vs. Craig Parry (10)
Darren Clarke (3) vs. Graeme McDowell (14)
Todd Hamilton (6) vs. Robert Allenby (11)

Gary Player bracket
Tiger Woods (1) vs. Nick Price (16)
Nick O’Hern (8) vs. Charles Howell III (9)
Kenny Perry (4) vs. Thomas Levet (13)
Luke Donald (5) vs. Zach Johnson (12)
Padraig Harrington (2) vs. Jeff Maggert (15)
Thomas Bjorn (7) vs. Rory Sabbatini (10)
Stuart Appleby (3) vs. Joakim Haeggman (14)
Jim Furyk (6) vs. Ian Poulter (11)

Sam Snead bracket
Phil Mickelson (1) vs. Loren Roberts (16)
Angel Cabrera (8) vs. Paul Casey (9)
Davis Toms (4) vs. Richard Green (13)
Stephen Ames (5) vs. Mark Hensby (12)
Sergio Garcia (2) vs. Alex Cejka (15)
Scott Verplank (7) vs. Jerry Kelly (10)
Adam Scott (3) vs. Trevor Immelman (14)
Shigeki Maruyama (6) vs. David Howell (11)

The Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Roger Federer, the world’s
top-ranked player, rallied from a
set down Wednesday to beat quali-

fier Ivo Minar
of the Czech Re-
public 6-7 (5),
6-3, 7-6 (5) in
the first round
of the Dubai

Championship.
Federer, targeting his third con-

secutive title here, had to fight for
every point against the
20-year-old, who has won just five
matches on the ATP Tour.

Minar matched his pponent
stroke-for-stroke and often left Fe-
derer stranded with some auda-
cious passes from the back of the
court and deft touches at the net.

The match went with service
until the 17th game, when Mi-
nar’s first serve deserted him and
Federer broke the Czech.

That was the cushion the Swiss
champion needed and he closed
out the second set, breaking
Minar again in the ninth game.

Both players broke each other’s
serve in the third set to force a tie-
breaker, which Federer won de-
spite double-faulting and wasting
a match-point with a wild smash.

Also on Wednesday, Andre
Agassi cruised past Spain’s Feli-
ciano Lopez 6-1, 6-3.

Eighth-seeded Ivan Ljubicic,
beaten by Federer for the title in
Rotterdam on Sunday, beat Jean-
Rene Lisnard of France 6-1, 6-1.

Sixth seed Nikolay Davydenko
and No. 5 seed Tommy Robredo
won second-round matches on
Wednesday.

Martinez upsets Myskina

DOHA, Qatar — Unseeded Con-
chita Martinez of Spain continued
her dream run Wednesday by up-
setting defending champion Anas-
tasia Myskina of Russia in the
Qatar Open.

Martinez, 32, beat the two-time
Qatar Open champion 6-4, 7-5 to
set up a quarterfinal match Thurs-
day against Slovakia’s Daniela
Hantuchova, who defeated
sixth-seeded Elena Bovina of Rus-
sia 6-0, 3-6, 6-3.

Earlier Wednesday, sec-
ond-seeded Maria Sharapova of
Russia eased past Gisela Dulko of
Argentina 6-1, 6-1 in 74 minutes
to reach the quarterfinals.

IOC tours New York City

NEW YORK — A contingent of
Olympic officials toured sites in
Queens and Manhattan, including
the National Tennis Center, Madi-
son Square Garden and the pro-
posed home of a Manhattan stadi-
um.

The members of the IOC Evalu-
ation Commission were sched-
uled to look at the railyards where
the stadium would be built. The
city envisions the stadium as the
site of the opening ceremony for
the 2012 Games. The Queens visit
included a stop at the National

Tennis Center, home of the U.S.
Open, and another at the site of
the proposed Olympic Village.

The members have already
toured Madrid and London, and
will visit Paris and Moscow be-
fore picking a host city on July 6.

The group will not speak public-
ly about New York’s bid until the
visit is completed Thursday.

NASCAR to broadcast on
Sirius Satellite Radio

NEW YORK — In the latest
push to ramp up its programming
slate, Sirius Satellite Radio Inc.
reached an agreement to broad-
cast NASCAR races and related
events over a five-year period for
$107.5 million, luring the broad-
cast rights away from rival XM
Satellite Radio Holdings Inc.

The deal, announced Tuesday,
calls for Sirius to become the ex-
clusive satellite radio partner for
NASCAR. The agreement was a
coup for Sirius, the smaller of the
two satellite radio providers.

Both Sirius and XM have been
committing large sums of money
to lock in programming as part of
their drive to build up their busi-
nesses and attract customers.

Sirius also has an all-NFL chan-
nel and a deal with College Sports
Television, which enables Sirius
to air the games of 23 major-col-
lege teams — including Southern
California, Notre Dame and LSU.
The company also signed a deal
in November to air the men’s
NCAA tournament through 2007.

Boxer Spadafora sentenced
up to five years for shooting

PITTSBURGH — Former IBF
lightweight champion Paul
Spadafora was sentenced to up to
five years in state prison for shoot-
ing his girlfriend 16 months ago,
but he could get out in six months
if he completes a boot-camp pro-
gram.

The sentencing closes the most
serious chapter of several alco-
hol- or drug-fueled run-ins for
Spadafora, and the relatively le-
nient sentence could enable him
to resume his career.

Spadafora pleaded guilty to ag-
gravated assault and a weapons
violation in December for shoot-
ing Nadine Russo in the abdomen
on Oct. 26, 2003, because he was
upset she had flattened two tires
on his sport utility vehicle. The
couple has since become engaged
and had a child, Geno.

Spadafora’s promoter, Michael
Acri, said there are no plans for
Spadafora to fight again.

“Really, it’s beating alcohol
abuse, it’s not about career plans
at this point,” Acri said.

AP

World No. 1 Roger Federer,

above, rallied to beat Ivo Minar of

the Czech Republic 6-7 (5), 6-3,

7-6 (5) on Wednesday in Dubai.

Deluge delays Match Play
World Golf Championship event to start on Thursday

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL will
allow league personnel to take
part in the world hockey champi-
onships this spring even if the
lockout that canceled the season
continues.

“After due consideration to all
of the relevant and sometimes
competing concerns, we have de-
cided that NHL management per-
sonnel (including NHL head and
assistant coaches) will be entirely
free to participate in the upcom-
ing IIHF World Championships
in the same manner and in the

same or similar capacities as in
prior years,” NHL chief legal of-
ficer Bill Daly said Tuesday in a
statement.

That leaves the door open for
Wayne Gretzky to lead Team Can-
ada in the tournament that starts
April 30 and ends May 15. Gretz-
ky, the Phoenix Coyotes’ manag-
ing partner, was the executive di-
rector of the two-time defending
champions.

It is expected that more NHL
players will take part in the tourna-
ment that will be held in Austria.

Usually, a handful of players
join their national teams once

their teams are eliminated from
the playoffs. But now that many
have missed a season due to the
lockout, they probably will be look-
ing to play in competitive games.

With the cancellation of the sea-
son last week, and a failed
last-ditch effort to resurrect it
over the weekend, there will be a
break from talks between the
NHL and the players’ association.

The league will hold a meeting
with the board of governors in
New York on Tuesday. The play-
ers’ association will gather its
rank-and-file members for a
meeting Tuesday in Toronto.

NHL participation cleared for Worlds

Federer
survives
test from
qualifier
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IRVING, Texas — Drew Bled-
soe was released by the Buffalo
Bills on Tuesday and within
hours, according to several re-
ports, agreed to a deal with the
Dallas Cowboys.

Bledsoe’s reunion with coach
Bill Parcells, who drafted the
quarterback No. 1 overall and
guided him to the Super Bowl in
New England, was first reported
by Dallas-Fort Worth television
station KTVT and later by
ESPN.com, The Dallas Morning
News and the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram. All cited sources.

Bledsoe, agent David Dunn and
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones did
not immediately return phone
calls to The Associated Press.

The Bills announced plans to re-
lease him last week, and the Cow-
boys were prepared with an offer
right away. Bledsoe was ready for
it, too, even saying last week that
“Dallas is intriguing for obvious
reasons.”

“Playing for my old coach and
then looking at the weapons they
have offensively, that’s intrigu-
ing,” Bledsoe said in a conference
call with reporters. “But there
are a number of teams that are
possibilities, and Dallas is one of
those.”

Bledsoe also indicated then
that he’d rather retire than not be
a starter, so there’s little doubt
he’ll be taking over the Dallas of-
fense, especially considering Par-
cells’ affinity for his former play-
ers. Among his receivers will be
receiver Terry Glenn, who
caught passes from Bledsoe from
1996-2001 in New England.

The Cowboys have said all
along they wanted to go with a vet-
eran quarterback rather than
turn to one of their youngsters,
Drew Henson or Tony Romo.
Henson threw just 18 passes as a
rookie and Romo has never
thrown a pass in his two NFL sea-
sons. Bledsoe’s arrival also
means that Vinny Testaverde
won’t return.

Although Bledsoe is eight years
younger than Testaverde, he’s

still considered on the downside
of his career.

His statistics last season in guid-
ing Buffalo to a 9-7 record were
comparable to what Testaverde
did in Dallas’ 6-10 season.

Bledsoe had 20 touchdowns
and 16 interceptions, while
Testaverde had 17 touchdowns
and 20 interceptions. The Bills
went into the final Sunday of the
season with a chance to make the
playoffs after an 0-4 start.

A record-setting passer in his
youth with Parcells, Bledsoe has
thrown for more than 300 yards
only once in the past two seasons.

He made the Pro Bowl the year
before that, his first with Buffalo
after losing his job in New En-
gland to Tom Brady. He was
23-25 in three seasons with the
Bills, never reaching the postsea-
son.

Bledsoe said that after the Bills
told him they were releasing him
and turning the job over to last
season’s top pick, J.P. Losman, he
spent about half a day “trying to
figure out if I had the energy to
get after it again.”

“But then I started to look at
some of the opportunities out
there and some of the teams
where I could possibly go to, I re-
ally started to get excited about
it,” he said. “I have an absolute
love for this game, I have a pas-
sion for it. ... I have excitement
now to see what the next thing is.
I’m looking forward to it.”

In Dallas, Bledsoe will face a
fan base still yearning for some-
one to carry on the tradition of
Roger Staubach and Troy Aik-
man.

Bledsoe will be the eighth start-
ing quarterback the Cowboys
have used since Aikman. The
franchise also has just one post-
season victory since its last Super
Bowl championship, which came
after the 1995 season.

But there will be some solid
players around Bledsoe, primari-
ly running back Julius Jones and
tight end Jason Witten. The re-
ceiving corps will include Glenn,
who was hurt most of last season,
and Keyshawn Johnson.

The Associated Press

The Seattle Seahawks made sure Matt Hassel-
beck will be their starting quarterback for a few
more years, and designated running back Shaun Al-
exander as their franchise player on a busy day in
the NFL.

Adam Vinatieri, Edgerrin James and Charles
Woodson were also among a handful of players who
received the franchise tag by their teams Tuesday.

By designating potential free agents as franchise
players, teams have the opportunity to retain them
for next season. Under the designation, a team is re-
quired to offer the player a one-year contract equal
to the average of the top five salaries at his position
last season, or give him a 20 percent raise, whichev-
er is greater.

Cleveland released quarterback Jeff Garcia, for-
mally ending a one-year relationship that seemed
doomed from the outset. There was no fanfare as the
club chose not to release a statement or give a rea-
son for cutting ties with Garcia.

Although free agency officially begins March 2,
much high-priced dealing already has taken place.
Seattle has made the biggest moves, ensuring that
three of its top offensive players stayed in town.

Last week, the Seahawks signed left tackle Walter
Jones to a seven-year, $52.5 million deal. Hassel-
beck, who was sure to be on of the top players on the
free-agent market, got a deal is for $49.4 for six
years — including a $16 million signing bonus.

“We weren’t going to let Matt go,” Seahawks CEO
Tod Leiweke said. “This guy had to come back for
us to be effective.”

The Seahawks also ensured that they can keep Al-
exander — or get two first-round picks for him. Alex-
ander, who finished a yard behind the Jets’ Curtis
Martin in the NFL rushing race, is guaranteed $6.3
million although the Seahawks said they will be
working on a long-term deal.

All this occurred in the midst of a front-office
shakeup — general manager Bob Ferguson an-
nounced his resignation Tuesday.

Vinatieri, whose last-minute field goals won the
Super Bowls in 2002 and 2004, was designated the
Patriots’ franchise player for the second time. He
got the same tag in 2002, then signed a three-year
deal which is about to expire.

The Patriots are expected to renegotiate a new
contract before the deadline on March 16 to re-sign
players with the franchise designation.

Indianapolis made James its non-exclusive fran-
chise player — it wasn’t clear whether the Colts
would keep him protected or try to work a long-term
deal.

The running back was tendered a one-year con-
tract for a little more than $8 million, but he could
offer his services to another team. The Colts could
match that offer or let him go and get two
first-round draft choices in return.

“We decided the best thing to do would be to put
the non-exclusive tag on him,” Colts President Bill
Polian said. “It allows us to retain our rights going
forward and it allows us to try and work something
out.”

Woodson, a four-time Pro Bowl cornerback, was
made Oakland’s franchise player for the second
straight year.

The Raiders also re-signed receiver Jerry Porter,

giving him a multiyear deal. Terms of the contract
weren’t released for Porter, who led the Raiders
with 64 catches for 998 yards and nine touchdowns.

“I’m happy to return to the Raiders and ready to
get started on a new football season,” Porter said in
a statement released by the team.

Meanwhile, Jacksonville franchised safety
Donovin Darius for the third straight season, and
San Francisco made linebacker Julian Peterson its
franchise player for the second year in a row.

Pittsburgh failed to designate wide receiver Plaxi-
co Burress as its franchise player, all but assuring
he will become a free agent.

He had at least 60 catches for three years in a row
before being slowed by a hamstring injury last sea-
son, when his 35 catches were his fewest since he
made 22 as a rookie in 2000.

Dallas cut defensive end Marcellus Wiley just one
season after he was the Cowboys’ top free-agent
signee. He had just three sacks and often was
benched in obvious passing situations.

San Diego released receiver-returner Tim
Dwight after four injury-marred seasons, Baltimore
let go of veteran wide receiver Kevin Johnson and
Kansas City cut ties with defensive end Vonnie Holli-
day.

Carolina gave a new deal to Rod Smart, who first
gained attention in the one-year XFL by wearing
“He Hate Me” on the back of his uniform. He has
played primarily on special teams as a kick returner
and missed most of last season with a knee injury.

Seahawks sign Hasselbeck;
Alexander, James franchised

Former Pro Bowl punter Roby dead at 43

QB Bledsoe headed
for reunion in Dallas

AP

Quarterback Drew Bledsoe was released by Buffalo on Tuesday and
almost immediately agreed to join former coach Bill Parcells in Dallas.

AP

Edgerrin James was designated the Colts’ franchise

player on Tuesday, but the team didn’t indicate

whether that was to keep him or trade him.

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Former
punter Reggie Roby, a 16-year
NFL veteran and three-time Pro
Bowl selection, died Tuesday
after being found unconscious at
home by his wife. He was 43.

Melissa Roby found her hus-
band with no pulse. Paramedics
tried to resuscitate him at home
and in the ambulance, but he was

pronounced dead in the emergen-
cy room at St. Thomas Hospital,
according to a statement released
by the family.

The cause of death is unknown,
the statement said.

Roby was a sixth-round pick in
1983 out of Iowa by the Miami
Dolphins, where he played from
1983-92. He also played for the
Washington Redskins, Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, Houston/Ten-

nessee Oilers and San Francisco
49ers, where he wrapped up his
career with a final season in 1999.

He led the AFC in 1991 with an
average punt of 45.7 yards, and
he still holds the Pro Bowl record
with 10 punts in the 1985 game.

“He was an outstanding punter
for us and his booming kicks
often helped us win the field posi-
tion battle,” Don Shula, who
coached Roby, said in a statement
released by the Dolphins.
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BY ERIC OLSON

The Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Oklahoma
State coach Eddie Sutton had no
difficulty assessing his
fourth-ranked Cowboys’ perfor-
mance in a 74-67 loss to Nebraska
on Tuesday night.

“I told the squad this ranks as
one of the 10 worst performances
of any team I’ve had that’s any
good,” Sutton said.

“It was just a bad game, and it
came at a bad time.”

Not only did the loss drop the
Cowboys into a tie with No. 8 Kan-
sas atop the Big 12 standings, it
could damage their hopes of a No.
1 seed in the NCAA tournament.
Oklahoma State is at Kansas on
Sunday.

Joe McCray scored 17 of his 22
points in the second half and
Aleks Maric added a career-high

15 to lead Nebraska to its first win
over a Top Five opponent since a
98-91 victory over No. 3 Missouri
in the 1994 Big Eight tournament.
It was Nebraska’s first win in 20
games against Top 10 opponents.

“We needed a great, great ef-
fort to have a chance to win,” Ne-
braska coach Barry Collier said.
“Our guys believed they could do
that, and four or five minutes at a
time we came at them.”

Oklahoma State, which aver-
aged 82 points in winning its last
six games by an average of 15,
was held under 70 points for only
the fourth time this season.

The Cowboys (20-4, 10-3 Big
12) turned in a sloppy effort that
saw them commit 19 turnovers
and go eight straight possessions
without scoring to start the sec-
ond half.

SEE HUSKERS ON PAGE 29

AP

Nebraska’s Jake Muhleisen (12) works his way through the crowd that

stormed the court after Nebraska beat Oklahoma State 74-67 in Lin-

coln, Neb., on Tuesday. It was the Cornhuskers’ first victory over an

opponent ranked in the Top Five since the 1994 Big Eight tournament.

Tigers on top of Terps again

AP

Clemson’s Sharrod Ford (5) lands on Maryland’s Will Bowers (31) after a dunk during Clemson’s 97-93

victory Tuesday in College Park, Md. Clemson’s Olu Babalola (12) is at left. Ford had 24 points and 10

rebounds as Clemson swept Maryland for the first time since 1996-97. See story on Page 29.
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